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The case of Rosia Montana Mining Museum underlines the importance of 
promoting tourism in mining on a national basis, to ensure where 
possible that new employment opportunities are created in tourism in 
mining and that municipalities are aware of the possibilities for tourism 
in mining and that these are integrated into their tourism promotional 
activities.   
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THE DESCRIPTION OF THE MINING MUSEUM 
 

In the new Mining Museum in Rosia Montana, there will be 
conserved in situ, antic mine workings (galleries, exploitation areas, etc) 
made with hammer and fire, from Cătălina Monuleşti, Coş, Piatra Corbului 
and Păru Carpeni from miner perimeters, and also antic miner installations, 
such as the hydraulic wheels in Păru Carpeni.  

As protected areas, which were already delimited, are the miner 
areas Lety – Cos (Cătălina Monuleşti gallery, to being already a historical 
monument in the list of Historical Monuments in 2004), Piatra Corbului 
(figure 2) to being 
already a historical monument in the list of Historical Monuments in 2004) 
and Păru Carpeni (area in research). 

The antic miner workings, but also the modern and recent ones from 
the areas mentioned above, will be arranged in such a manner that they 
could assure optimal conditions in order to develop the special research, and 
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the public’s access in security conditions in the areas in which the 
specialists will decide this thing is possible.  

In the future Mining Museum of Rosia Montana will be realized 
models of the main types of antic miner workings from Cârnic Massif, and 
the type of structures that were shown in this massif or that are found in an 
intensive state of destruction.  

The costs were calculated for the next categories:  
v afferent arrangements; 
v access roads – parking for auto vehicles;  
v peisagistic arrangements and stabilization workings;  
v mine holes;  
v wells;  
v intermediary access galleries;  
v modern workings;  
v antic workings;  
v exploitation annual costs.  

The surface conditions also represent a challenge for the specialists. 
These included natural abrupt slopes, large surfaces with waste dumps, 
often situated in areas with pronounced slopes, unstable, causing the 
terrain’s break down, figures 1 and 2.  

These areas must be crossed by new built roads in order to assure the 
access at and between the areas in the museum.  The cost of certain 
elements in the mining museum, such as the wells and intermediary coast 
galleries depend mostly of the number of persons in the underground at a 
certain moment and the number of person in a tour.  

The biggest influence of the costs belongs to those for the 
construction of lots of wells with elevators. The dimensioning and the 
calculus of the related costs were made on the fact that there will be 
maximum 15 persons in an area of the mine at a certain moment. 
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Figure 1 – A schematic plan of the Miner Museum routes, from Rosia 

Montana 

 
Figure 2 – A schematic plan of the routes, superimposed over ortofotoplan 

 

THE SYNTHESE OF THE NECCESSAR WORKINGS FOR THE 
MINING MUSEUM IN ROŞIA MONTANĂ 

 
By following the route, it appears that it would last between 2,5 and 

3 hours. Figures 3 and 4 represent versions at a reduced scale, of the recent 
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situation planes also showing the location of 1 – 6 steps reported to the next 
steps from the roman workings.  

For the public use lots of arrangements will be necessary, and they 
have:  
v touristy centre;  
v social groups;  
v electric energy alimentation;  
v water alimentation.  

 
Figure 1- Situation plan with the modern miner workings, 958 horizon. 

 

 
Figure 2- Situation plan with the modern miner workings, 932 horizon. 
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The mining museum’s dimension, the costs for the stabilization 

workings and the other costs, and the diversity of the workings justify a 
complex tourist centre which could assure the visitors’ comfort, 
information, and conference areas – discussions in a limited area, a tickets 
place and a store. It is possible that this centre should be in the centre of 
Rosia Montana. It is purposed that a big part of the coast galleries between 
the working areas should be sustained with concrete, in order to assure a 
relatively clean environment. The rest of the areas should have circulation 
passages. Despite of these measurements, the areas will be dirty and it will 
be needed to wear overalls. For the tourist centre and the recreation areas 
the water alimentation will be needed.  

There is no sure water source in the town, and that is the reason why 
special measurements were taken, to install a water pipe of 2 km length 
from the existent lake, and a small purification station. The access from the 
tourist centre until the beginning point of the tour (the entrance from cote 
958), must be assured. It assumes that the access will be at the standards of a 
less important public road (regarding the security and the slope). Other 
access roads are also necessary; from each gallery hole and wells some of 
them will need access for emergency services.  

The exploitation annual costs must take into account at least: 
v utilities;  
v tourist personal;  
v the inspection and maintenances of the mine;  
v miner rescue services. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

Considering the dimension of the necessary workings, in order to 
transform the abandoned miner workings into a mining museum, we must 
say that this is a project with a high complexity, which imposes a multi-
disciplinary abordation. In the allocated time, for costs it was not possible to 
obtain information about the local costs of construction or to invest the costs 
that such a multinational company that works in Romania would have. It is 
known that the unitary tariffs, without considering the working’s 
complexity, could lead to semnificative sub evaluations. As a consequence, 
the approach in this case, involves the establishment of the material costs, 
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and also of the working ones, and also to apply them by measuring the 
necessary quantities and a schedule for each element of the workings, in 
order to determine the total costs. Even like this, the access conditions 
impose that lots of the workings should be manually made and with the 
manual transport of the materials through lots of the mine’s areas.  
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