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Our paper emphasizes that our country’s tourism attractiveness lay in its 
diversity, including tourism in mining. It is important to perceive the 
opportunities for tourism related to mining and identify any possible 
linkages between the country’s major economic sector and the potential 
to use the mining industry as part of the expansion plans for the tourist 
sector. That’s the case of Rosia Montana Mining Museum.  
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EXISTING TOURISM IN MINING IN THE WORLD 
 

If we look abroad Romania, we’ll discover that in the world exists an 
orientation through tourism in mining. The best example is South Africa. 
Part of the heritage of mining in South Africa has been its role in the 
development of cities and towns around the production and beneficiation 
sites.   

The White Paper on the Development and Promotion of Tourism in 
South Africa presents that in certain cases there is already a fair amount of 
tourist activity. 
Ø Gauteng – Johannesburg including Gold Reef City, diamond cutting 

and jewellery manufacturing and design. 
Ø the Witwatersrand other than Johannesburg, including industrialisation 

around supplies to the mining industry e.g., electricity, water, 
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explosives, steel, etc., and the development of the rail links to the 
ports. 

Ø the remainder of Gauteng including gold at Westonaria and 
Carletonville, uranium as a by-product of the gold mines, Eskom 
power stations, Iscor steel plants, Ferro-steel, coal around Vereeniging 
and diamonds at Cullinan, including cutting and jewellery 
manufacture. 

Ø Mpumalanga including gold at Kinross, Barberton, Pilgrims Rest and 
Sabie, the coalfields around Witbank, Bethal, Middelburg and Ermelo, 
Eskom power stations and Secunda, including iron ore and asbestos 
mining in Swaziland. 

Ø Limpopo (formerly the Northern Province) including chrome ore, 
ferro-chrome and vanadium around Steelpoort, platinum group metals, 
copper at Phalaborwa and Messina, Mica, diamonds at Venetia, coal at 
Ellisras, iron ore at Thabazimbi, tin at Rooiberg and the Waterberg 
coal deposits, gold at Eersteling and Giyani. 

Ø North West Province including gold at Stilfontein, Klerksdorp and 
Orkney, platinum group metals at Rustenburg and its environs, 
asbestos at Pomfret. 

Ø Northern Cape Province including diamonds at Kimberley and its 
surrounds, semi-precious stones including tiger’s eye at Griquatown 
and Postmasberg, and Hopetown, iron ore at Sishen and the iron ore 
railway line from Sishen to Saldanha Bay, the steel development at 
Saldanha Bay, manganese around Kathu and Hotazel, copper at 
Prieska and Copperton, copper in Namaqualand, particularly 
Springbok and O’Kiep, zinc and lead at Aggeneys and Gamsberg, 
diamonds at Alexander Bay, Kleinzee and Koingnaas. 

Ø Free State including gold at Welkom, Odendaalsrust, Allanridge and 
Virginia, diamonds at Koffiefontein, Bultfontein and Jagersfontein, 
coal in the northern Free State and Sasolburg. 

Ø Kwazulu Natal including coal around Dundee, Weenen and Vryheid, 
steel production at Newcastle, titanium in the Richards Bay area, the 
development of the aluminium industry at Richards Bay, the coal 
railway line from Broodsnyersplaas to Richards Bay and the 
development of coal exports from Richards Bay. 
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Ø Eastern Cape Province including the first South African coal 
discoveries around Molteno, Maclear, Ugie, Eliot, Indwe and 
Dordrecht. 

Ø Western Cape Province including early gold mining at Millwood 
outside Knysna and marine diamond mining. 
The more one studies the subject, the more opportunities there seem to 

be for tourism in mining.  The most effective route for the mining industry 
would be to: 

v promote visits to mines as part of the general promotion of tourism 
activities in the area. 

v promote educational tours, both local and international, mainly in 
conjunction with pre and post conference and seminar tours. 

v integrate tourism in mining into special tours by tour operators 
organising tours in the fields of palaeontology, archaeology, geology, 
anthropology, culture, history and nature illustrating the origins of our 
planet, life and humankind. 

 
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCALIZATION. DESCRIPTION. 

 
Rosia Montana is being situated in the South of the Apuseni 

Mountains, localized in the North of the Meridional Charpatians and in the 
West of Transilvania Plateau, in the morphostructural unity of the Mures 
Mountains. Administratively speaking, Rosia Montana is a part of Alba 
County.  

It is made by a number of 15 villages. The gold area has represented 
for more than 2000 years – from the Geto – Dacic times – the most gold 
production centre of Europe. The roman conquest of Dacia in 105 – 106 e.n. 
had as a purpose the obtainment of the control upon the important resources. 

The district reached the top position during Austro – Hungarian 
domination, at the end of XVII century, until the year of 1918. Rosia 
Montana is one of the oldest gold exploitation in our country; in 2009 has 
1878 year from its first documentary attestation in the waxed slates.  

According to the conclusions of different specialists, because of the 
aspect of some surface workings, a big part of the excavations from 
“Cetatea Mare” in Rosia Montana are of Dacic provenience. 
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Few years ago, some impact studies upon environment were 
realized, reason for which certain problems referring to the possibility of 
conservation of the mine workings in a mining museum were discussed.  

The mine workings are large, involving recent and modern workings 
(from the medieval epoch) and Romans. The exploitation methods are 
represented in a big number, and the total length of underground mine 
workings has about 52 km and is developed along over 25 horizons. 
 
 

THE PREMISES OF REALIZING A MINING MUSEUM 
 

The purpose of the evaluation of the large network of underground 
mine workings existent in Cârnic Massif, was to express an opinion about 
the fezability of conserving the mine workings into an underground mining 
museum in Rosia Montana and to create an estimation base of the costs 
referred to this. The dimension of the workings gives lots of perspectives to 
organize an underground mining museum in Rosia Montana – Cârnic 
Massif, with possibility of developing plenty guide tours.  

Analyzing the characteristics of underground workings, the 
possibilities of insuring their stability and the arrangement in order to 
achieve the proposed purpose, it was conceived a tour about 25 stops which 
would last for 3 hours. It is purposed that the tour should include a sample 
of the whole variety of work methods used in Cârnic Massif, being limited 
to the areas that could practically be conserved.  

Anyway, the areas included in the tour are much extended and 
complex regarding the geometry and the stability conditions. They are 
disposed in a complicated network three-dimensional with openings and 
coast galleries, and lots of areas included in the tour could be negatively 
affected by instability in the adjacent openings with are not in the tour 
(upon, along and down).  

The purposed tour has a length of about 4,1 km and crosses the mine 
workings realized through different methods and along, plenty periods of 
time. Moreover, lots of adjacent workings of the 4,1 km route need 
rambleation and stabilization workings. The fact that there is no other 
mining museum of such a dimension, and complexity exists, must be 
appreciated.  
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Despite the efforts that were made until now and the disponibility of 
miner data from the archeologically team, all the quantitative estimations 
are not certain. There was no cost-risk analyze, but it is obvious that, at the 
cost and the program estimations, a large amount should be taken into 
account for unpredicted spending.  

The necessary workings are large. In order to assure the public 
security, by maintaining a relatively low level risk, more than the stability 
workings in the miner areas included directly in the tour, lots of stabilization 
workings of the adjacent opening are also necessary.  

New access galleries must be built in order to create emergency and 
normal exits, new system to connect the levels and high stability workings 
of the areas which are included in the tour. Other arrangements necessary in 
a mining museum refer to access roads and a touristic centre. For 
interventions in case of accidents there must be trained personal for 
emergency cases. 
 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
The main objective of these studies was to identify the premises of 

realizing a mining museum in Roşia Montană by achieving a complete 
diagnosis on the state of archaeological conservation, nature, chronology 
and importance of archaeological vestiges of previous mining sec. XX 
accessible in Rosia Montana. From 2000 until 2003, the archaeological 
diggings sites were concentrated in Carnic Massif, in several areas of 
ancient mines, in a set with very large dimensions, the research advancing in 
the depth of the massif in eight different sectors, some of which are 
extremely rough and dangerous, and the purposes of the research in 2003 
was to diagnose the network Catalina Monuleşti recently discovered in the 
Lety Massif, located in north-east of Rosia Montana. 
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