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The paper contains data regarding agrotourism in various parts of the 
world and in our country. Based on this type of tourism the foundation 
for sustainable development can be set up starting in rural areas and 
continuing through the development of a competitive and modern 
tourism. 
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The notion of agro tourism is a direct expansion of ecotourism, 

which encourages tourists to experience agricultural life at first hand. 
Agrotourism is gathering strong support from small communities as rural 
people have realized the benefits of sustainable development brought about 
by similar forms of nature travel. Tourists have the chance to work in the 
fields along with real farmers and wade knee-deep in the sea with fishermen 
hauling in their nets.  

Agrotourism is a mild form of sustainable tourist development and 
multi-activity in rural regions through which the tourist has the occasion to 
get acquainted with agricultural areas, agricultural occupations, local 
products, traditional cuisine and the daily life of the people, as well as the 
cultural elements and the authentic features of the region, while showing 
respect for the environment and tradition. Furthermore, this activity brings 
tourists closer to nature and rural activities in which they can take part, be 
entertained and feel the pleasure of touring, learning and discovering. 

Agrotourism represents that form of tourism which capitalizes on 
rural culture as a tourist attraction. It is similar to ecotourism except that its 
main appeal is not the natural landscape but a cultural landscape. If the 
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attractions on offer to tourists contribute to improving the income of the 
regional population, agrotourism can promote regional development. To 
ensure that it also helps to preserve diversity, the rural population itself must 
have acknowledged agro biodiversity as valuable and worthy of protection. 

There are other forms of rural tourism which are not necessarily a 
part of agrotourism in the strict sense - e.g. ethno tourism, project tourism, 
health tourism, historical tourism, cultural tourism or adventure tourism. 
The term “agro-ecotourism” is normally synonymous with “agrotourism”. 

The heath land flora and fauna first became a tourist attraction as 
trends changed and tourists started to appreciate the landscape. In fact, until 
well into the 19th century people were inclined to fear the heath as a “wild” 
and “unproductive” place. 

In developing countries, there are only a few examples of local 
livestock breeds or plant varieties becoming an attraction for tourists. In 
Costa Rica, the Criollo horses are a special local breed and a characteristic 
of the riding holidays offered in the area. 

In Southern Africa, tourists can ride the Lesotho ponies. The “seed 
markets” (ferias de semillas) held in the highlands of Peru and Bolivia, 
where women offer their own varieties of potatoes and other crop plants for 
sale, also attract tourists. 

Using a region's particular agro biodiversity to attract tourists is 
usually just one element of the projects set up there. In the oases of the 
Maghreb, for example, efforts are being made to conserve the diversity of 
date palms through participatory use and the preservation of plant genetic 
resources.  

Agrotourism aspects are also found in adventure or culture parks. In 
Malaysia, an “agricultural park” measuring over 1,000 hectares has been 
opened, showing visitors how Malaysian agriculture has developed. There is 
an arboretum with native fruit varieties. Small demonstration plots are 
reserved for the cultivation of traditional plant species and varieties. A large 
part of the park is used for agro forestry. 

Large-scale conservation areas, designated first and foremost for the 
preservation of wild plants, animals and ecosystems, are another location in 
which cultural landscapes and their diversity can be preserved. Biosphere 
reserves above all represent a preservation strategy that particularly includes 
people and sustainable, traditional, methods of husbandry. They contribute 
to the in situ preservation of typical regional agricultural diversity of 
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varieties and breeds. Products from these environmentally gentle production 
systems can be sold as unprocessed or processed goods at markets, to 
restaurants and hotels or directly to tourists, generations lived and worked. 
Typical regional crops and local breeds become a special attraction for 
tourists. This creates additional income for farmers and contributes to the 
preservation and development of the entire area. 

The Lüneburg heath lands (Lüneburger Heide) are just one example. 
Located between the three cities of Hamburg, Bremen and Hanover in 
Northern Germany, the heath lands are a popular day-trip for city-dwellers, 
not least because of the heidschnuck sheep, which have been a feature of the 
landscape for centuries. 

Although sheep farming here has long since become unprofitable, 
the animals still graze on the heath land hills - they keep the forest at bay. If 
the sheep go, the heath will go too, and the tourists along with it. Today they 
come not only to enjoy the landscape, but also the local heath land honey, 
buckwheat cake and heidschnuck roasts. Agrotourism is an essential 
economic foundation for the whole area. 

In past centuries, also, when heath land farmers worked hard to eke 
out a living from the sparse sandy soils, survival of the local population 
depended on their relationship with the heath and the heidschnuck sheep. 
This extremely robust breed of sheep was the only one that could manage 
with the meagre grazing. 

For a long time, no effort was made to improve the breed because 
there was no hope of better feed. 

Several requirements have to be met in order to allow the 
development of agrotourism. These involve: 

• A largely authentic natural or small-scale, richly structured 
cultural landscape. The attractions of large-scale 
monocultures are rather limited. 

• In addition to the beauty of the landscape itself, it is 
significant to have other cultural, historical or natural 
attractions. 

• Good transportation links, because even attractive regions 
can be almost impossible to market for tourism if they are not 
easily accessible from the population centers. 
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• A certain level of infrastructure must be in place: e.g. 
transport, accommodation and catering facilities. 

• Constant political conditions: this is crucial for marketing 
even major tourist attractions. 

• Acceptance among the population: local people must be in 
favor of tourism. 

At the same time, it activates the productive, cultural and 
developmental forces of a region, contributing in this way to the sustainable 
environmental, economic and social development of the rural area. 

There are many businesses all over the country which provide the 
opportunity to benefit from the distinctive advantages of the Romanian 
countryside through special programs of agrotourism. These businesses are 
listed in the following categories:  

- outlets/ exhibitions of agro tourist products;  
- agro tourist catering and recreation centers;  
- tourist offices organizing or implementing programs offering 

outdoor activities and tours of ecotourist and cultural interest;  
- farms;  
- businesses producing traditional products; 
- traditional art workshops. 
“Agrotourism has developed a lot in the last 5 years, although this 

occurred in an uncontrolled manner. Were this activity to be more orderly, it 
could become one of the most important sources of income in Romanian 
tourism”, said Tinu Sebeseanu, General Director of Trend Hospitality, a 
company managing operations for the Cendant tourist chain in Romania.  

Although authorities as well as pension or hotel owners are aware of 
the necessity to develop Romanian tourism, first they have to learn how this 
industry works, and what makes it successful.  

Most pension owners in Romania had their own homes turned into 
pensions rating at two or three stars, based on the size of the investment they 
made. “We can't talk about profit as yet. All we earn, we invest. We could 
barely get to lease to buy a car, everything else we put back into renovating 
the pension”, said the owner of Carmena pension in Bihor County. In order 
to attract as many foreign tourists as possible, some owners are determined 
to provide better conditions, promoting their services. “We advertised 
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ourselves in an international tourist guide, and so we have some foreign 
tourists, otherwise there is no way they could have known about us”, said 
Iuliana Balmoş, the owner of Casa Călin, in central Bucovina. She added 
that the first house renovation cost her over 250.000 Euros.  

Usually, the fees for these pensions run between 10 and 35 Euros, 
depending on the conditions offered, the meals, the competition, and the 
costs earned. “Our customers are both Romanian and foreign, and they are 
satisfied with the price for the quality”, said Iulian Maxim, owner of the 
Maxim pension in Sulina.  

Activities in rural tourism are coordinated by the National 
Association of Rural, Ecological, and Cultural Tourism (ANTREC), set up 
by owners of tourist and agrotourist pension owners. “ANTREC is 
struggling without resources. This association should be the coagulant, the 
regulator of agrotourism”, said Sebeşanu. At the same time, Lucica Zgaiba, 
owner of a pension in the Apuseni, said ANTREC is not helping much. 
“Last year they came around and asked for money to take pictures of the 
house for some tourist guide, but they don't do much”, said Zgaiba.  

Long term development strategies for tourism, at the national and 
regional levels, would strengthen investor confidence, the WTTC report also 
stresses. “Romanians should capitalize on a national trend of development 
in ecological tourism, namely ethical tourism. Foreigners are looking for 
something natural, untrampled yet by masses of tourists”, Sebeşanu added. 
He also said that what should be strengthened are individual initiatives of 
public communication and marketing.  

“We hope tourism will develop more, because up here in the 
mountains there are no other means of survival”, Lucica Zgaiba admitted.  
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