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Rural tourism represents an alternative to classic tourism that focuses on 
valuating and protecting the natural and human tourism potential of 
villages. The subject “rural tourism” has been recently introduced in 
young people education, especially in the curricula of tourism sections. 
Our students of the section Economy of Commerce, Tourism and Services 
(Faculty of Economics, University of Piteşti) study rural tourism within 
the subject matter entitled “Ecotourism and Rural Tourism”, introduced 
in the curricula three years ago. This paper presents some attractive 
methods and techniques we use in teaching this subject matter, from the 
classic (lecture, conversation, explanation, questioning, bibliography 
documentation and information) to the modern ones (demonstration 
using audiovisual aids or discovery learning - especially the trips to rural 
areas or village museums). 

Key words: rural tourism, classic and modern teaching methods, tourism 
students 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
Touristic activities in rural areas have gained more and more ground 

towards the classic tourism. Rural tourism focuses on valuating and 
protecting the natural and human tourism potential of villages, providing 
original attractions for the tourist and possibilities of economic development 
for the rural community. Beside the rural tourism objectives of 
acknowledging and appreciating the rural areas and leisure, citizens’ 
education in view of protecting and preserving the Romanian villages 
(traditional architecture and activities, national costumes, material and 
spiritual culture) is also of prime importance. There are many organizations 
involved in attaining these goals: national governmental authorities 
(Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of Agriculture), non-governmental 
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associations (especially ANTREC, FRDM, ARA, CEFIDEC), operators in 
the tourism industry and education institutions. 

The subject “rural tourism” has been recently introduced in young 
people education, especially in the curricula of tourism sections. The 
Romanian legislation (Governmental Decree no. 63/ 1997 and Law no. 187/ 
1998 in view of establishing facilities for rural tourism development) 
provides that studies on boardinghouses and farmhouses should be 
introduced in the curricula of the education institutions with tourism or 
agriculture profiles. Our students of the section Economy of Commerce, 
Tourism and Services (Faculty of Economics, University of Piteşti) study 
rural tourism within the subject matter entitled “Ecotourism and Rural 
Tourism”. The subject matter was introduced in the curricula three years 
ago, for the third year of studies, second semester, with 24 hours of lecture 
and 24 hours of seminars.  

 
2. ATTRACTIVE METHODS AND TECHNIQUES IN TEACHING 

RURAL TOURISM 
Lecture, conversation and questioning are methods used in teaching 

the introductory course in rural tourism, whose themes are rural tourism 
definition, study object and principles, and the governmental and non-
governmental organizations acting in this field. The method of bibliography 
documentation and information is used for the seminar. The seminar teacher 
provides the reference materials the students read up on (the Ministry of 
Tourism Decree no. 20/ 1995 regarding the norms and criteria used in 
boardinghouse and farmhouse classification, the Governmental Decree no. 
63/ 1997 and the Law no. 187/ 1998 in view of establishing facilities for 
rural tourism development, the Governmental Resolution no. 601/ 1997 and 
the Governmental Resolution no. 972/ 1998 regarding the organization and 
operation of the National Authority for Tourism). Then the students draw up 
a summary and present the essential aspects regarding the Romanian 
legislation on rural tourism (definitions, characteristics, classification of 
boardinghouses and farmhouses, methodological norms and criteria used in 
the classification of the rural accommodation facilities). This teaching 
method supervised closely by the teacher is very useful in developing 
students’ abilities and skills of bibliography documentation and information, 
combining simultaneously the methods of learning through discovery and 
comparison. 



LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XI  (4) 

For the courses and seminars regarding the ethno-cultural potential, 
the teaching methods are various, from the classic (lecture, explanation, 
questioning) to the modern ones (demonstration using images, drawing 
boards, maps or modern audiovisual materials as PowerPoint presentations 
and videos). The images below are examples of teaching materials used to 
transmit information on traditional architecture, rural house interiors, 
national costumes, etc. (figures 1, 2). 

 
Figure 1. Example of teaching material used to transmit information on traditional 
architecture (photo S.Simoni): a, b – the touristic village Casa de Piatră (Alba county), 
Apuseni Mountains; c, d – traditional rural houses (19th century) in the village Nucşoara, 
north Argeş county; e – rural primary school from the village Comăneşti, Bacău county 

(19th century) – Goleşti Viticulture and Tree Growing Museum; f – tree-grower house from 
the village Chiojdu, Buzău county (19th century) – Goleşti Museum 
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Figure 2. Example of teaching material used to transmit information on rural house 

interior and national costumes (photo S.Simoni): a – Goleşti Viticulture and Tree 
Growing Museum; b – village Nucşoara, north Argeş county 

 
During the seminar, the students exercise practical activities as 

identifying, explaining and exemplifying the folkloric regions, the 
ethnographic areas and the types of touristic villages in Romania. 

In addition, three groups made up of 3 or 4 students each receive as 
homeworks the projects entitled „The ethno-cultural potential and customs 
in Romania”, „Romanian folkloric regions and ethnographic areas (case 
study: describe an ethnographic area at will)” and „Rural tours with visits at 
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UNESCO monuments” (figure 3). The teacher provides the project plan and 
the base references, while the students add more reference materials, draw 
up the project, and present it as a PowerPoint presentation or a poster to 
their colleagues during the next seminars. It is obvious that they will receive 
a mark for their seminar activity. This type of project improves students’ 
abilities and skills, as working with reference materials and Microsoft 
Office applications, learning methods through discovery and research, and 
develops their imagination, presentation and demonstration skills using 
modern audiovisual aids (the PowerPoint presentations, illustrations and 
videos are projected using a laptop and the video projector the lecture or the 
seminar room is provided with). At the same time, the other students of the 
group may assimilate the information transmitted by their colleagues, ask 
questions, ask for explanations, and appreciate the quality of the respective 
project. 
 

 
 

Figure 3. Projects (posters) drawn up by the 
ECTS students for the subject matter 

„Ecotourism and rural tourism” 

 
 

A very attractive teaching and learning method is the trip. This is a 
form of organizing the instructive and educative activity outside the school. 
It is based on object or phenomenon observation and study, connects the 
theory and practice, and avoids formalism in teaching and learning. 
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Due to the direct observation of objects and phenomena, these trips 
stimulate students’ desire for knowledge and their curiosity, develop students’ 
interest in this subject matter, reasoning, observation spirit, and facilitate the 
understanding of the explained issues. No intuitive material or description can 
provide a closer representation of the reality than the trip, especially in the case 
of some themes in the syllabus that are more difficult to understand without the 
trip (Munteanu, 1997). The contact with the Romanian village and nature 
produces a powerful impression for the students, leaves unforgettable memories 
and awakes the feeling of caring for them. In addition, a trip provides the 
opportunity to develop students’ spirit of friendship, team spirit, discipline, 
household abilities and skills that are useful in life. 

 
 

 
Figure 4. The students of the section Economy of Commerce, Tourism and Services, 

University of  Piteşti, 3rd year of studies, taking the trip to Goleşti Viticulture and Tree 
Growing Museum, May 2008 (photo S.Simoni) 

 
Therefore, by the end of the second semester, our students take a trip to 

Goleşti Viticulture and Tree Growing Museum, Argeş county. The museum 
extends over 10 hectares and it is unique in Europe: the traditional activities 
according to the calendar of the agricultural works turn the museum into a 
living village. The open air section of the museum exhibits geographically 
complete 19th century rural households from the main viticulture and tree-
growing areas of our country. Add to these tree-growing and viticulture tools, 
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original furniture, interior items and national costumes. Other two interior 
sections exhibit a history of viticulture and tree-growing in Romania (figure 4).  

The trip takes 4-5 hours and the guiding services inside the museum are 
provided by the museum specialists. The closing session of the trip includes 
discussions and a short presentation of the visited households accompanied by 
photographs and videos made by the teacher and the students. The purpose is to 
stress both informative and educative aspects, in order to consolidate students’ 
knowledge and to awake their interest in rural tourism. The audiovisual 
materials resulted from the trip (photographs, videos, sketches) may be used to 
organize an exhibition in order to systematize and consolidate the knowledge 
accumulated during the trip.  

 
3. CONCLUSIONS 

Rural tourism represents an alternative to classic tourism that 
focuses on valuating and protecting the natural and human tourism potential 
of villages. The subject “rural tourism” has been recently introduced in 
young people education, especially in the curricula of tourism sections. Our 
students of the section Economy of Commerce, Tourism and Services 
(Faculty of Economics, University of Piteşti) study rural tourism within the 
subject matter entitled “Ecotourism and Rural Tourism”, introduced in the 
curricula three years ago. 

This paper presents some attractive methods and techniques we use 
in teaching this subject matter, from the classic (lecture, conversation, 
explanation, questioning, bibliography documentation and information) to 
the modern ones (demonstration using audiovisual aids or discovery 
learning - especially the trips to rural areas or village museums). 

The practical applications during the seminars and the trips to rural 
areas or village museums connect theory and practice, stimulate students’ 
desire for knowledge, develop their interest in this subject matter, reasoning, 
observation spirit, and facilitate the understanding of the explained issues. 
The projects improve students’ abilities and skills, as working with 
reference and illustrative materials and Microsoft Office applications, 
learning methods through discovery and research, developing imagination, 
presentation and demonstration skills using modern audiovisual aids. The 
close contact with the Romanian village and nature produces a powerful 
impression for the students, leaves unforgettable memories and awakes the 
feeling of caring for them. Teamwork and trip provide the opportunity to 
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develop students’ spirit of friendship, team spirit, discipline, household abilities 
and skills that are useful in life. 
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