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 All aspects relating to the durable development of the rural area, the 
natural and human potential, the amplitude and importance of 
agritourism from an economical, social and ecological standpoint have 
driven me to investigate the agritourism potential of Turnu Ruieni. The 
village has a special natural and human potential, it is situated in the 
Caransebes hollow, at the foot of the Muntele Mic Mountain and every 
summer it is hosts hundreds of foreign tourists that get to know the beauty 
of the area on motorbike, through the Enduromania program, and in the 
winter the main attraction is the sky slope of Muntele Mic. Agritourism is 
an important source of income for rural communities, and for the entire 
rural area it is an alternative of economical and social development. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
Taking place as a complementary activity, agritourism does not 

break the equilibrium of village life, does not force into disappearance or 
decay existing activities, but on the contrary, allows the superior valuing of 
products obtained through such activities and implicitly their development, 
alongside the appearance of other activities. 
   
 

2. DIAGNOSE ANALYSIS OF THE AGRITOURISM POTENTIAL 
OF TURNU RUIENI 

a) General data  
Turnu-Ruieni is situated on the north western side of Caraş-Severin County, 
on the Sebeş Valley, freeway DN 608 A, Caransebeş-Borlova-Muntele Mic. 
It has six villages (Turnu Ruieni, Borlova, Zerveşti, Zlagna, Dalci, and 
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Cicleni) and the Muntele Mic resort. Turnu Ruieni is documented since 
1458. 
 

b) Natural potential.  
 Situated in the Caransebes hollow, at the foot of Muntele Mic 
Mountain, this hollow corridor represents an area of physical-geographical 
discontinuity, forming the limit between the Southern Carpathians and the 
Western Carpathians.  

The Caransebeş-Mehadica hollow is a graben that spreads all the 
way to the Western Plains, encompassed between two mountain ranges 
unequally raised. The Caransebeş hollow has a hill landform created by the 
Timiş River and its tributaries.  

The climate is moderate continental-temperate, averaging 9-10 °C 
annually.  

The river crossing the village is the Sebeş, originating from the 
Ţarcu Mountains and an affluent of the Timiş River.  
 Beech forests are spread extensively in the area, holms forests 
occupy extended surfaces between 300 and 500 meters altitude, and isolated 
holms trees can grow up to 1000 meters altitude. The higher grounds are 
occupied largely by pastures, wind grass, xerophila and veldt straw.  

The variety of landforms and environment conditions kept largely in 
their original shape has made a rich fauna possible. Some specific animals 
are: the wolf, collared mouse, squirrel, lynx, dormouse, forest marten, wild 
boar, dear, wood grouse. In the alpine forest the Carpathian brown bear, 
deer and the chamois are encountered. Mountain Rivers are populated by 
indigenous trout, rainbow trout and suckerfish.  

In the area there is also the natural reservation of Zerveşti “The 
daffodil pastures“ spreading over 40 hectares and upstream of Zerveşti there 
is a 1,2 million cubic meters reservoir, the underground power plant situated 
in a 64 by 17 by 22 meters cavern with an 890 meters access shaft. The 
power plant is equipped with two 70Mw Francis type turbine groups.  

On the radius of the Turnu Ruieni village is also the Muntele Mic 
Resort, situated at 27 km from Borlova. For a distance of 15 km the road is 
asphalt paved up to the chairlift and it is named DJ 608, the 12 km distance 
between the chairlift and Muntele Mic is a stone paved village road, difficult 
to use. The land has been auctioned and 70 lots rented for 49 years. In 
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autumn  2003 at an altitude of 1625 meters the new ”Monument of the 
Heroes from Banat” cross, 27 meters high was raised.  

The Valea Craiului-Muntele Mic chairlift was built in 1976 on one 
of the southern slopes of the mountain. It lines up along a SSV-NNE 
direction for a  3500 meters length and the cable is held by 45 poles. It is the 
longest chairlift in the country, with an 800 meters altitude difference and it 
takes 35 minutes from one end to the other.  

The Muntele Mic ski slope is the most important point of attraction 
in the winter. It is the best ski slope in the Banat region and it has also a 
convent dedicated to Saint Elijah and its day of celebration is July the 20th. 
The first lodges have been built in 1935 and are situated at a height of 1525 
meters.  

 
c) Socio-geographic potential.  
The commune has six villages and the Muntele Mic Resort and 

neighbours the following administrative territories: to the North the 
communes Obreja and Zăvoi, to the West the city of Caransebeş, to the 
South the commune Bolvaşniţa and to the East the commune Zăvoi. The 
distance to the county’s capital is 60 km, and to the nearest town, 
Caransebeş, it is 13 km.  

The total surface of the commune is 15,103 hectares. Existing 
housing on the commune’s surface, 1044 houses have a total inhabitable 
surface of 46,014 square meters.  

The commune’s total population is 3,621 inhabitants, out of which 
1851 women. Recently 65 people established their residence in Turnu 
Ruieni. Within the commune’s radius there are 9 educational units (4 
kindergartens and 5 schools), and 363 children attend the elementary school.   
 d) Cultural-historical potential 
Turnu Ruieni is the commune’s centre and it is composed from two 
settlements: Turnu and Ruieni. Turnu was documented in 1462 in a legal 
document belonging to the Mutnocy-Lado-Ormenypest family, and Ruieni 
was documented in 1458 by a king’s man named George Toth who 
identifies this village as Pokolfalu. Beginning with 1947 the two settlements 
were united forming Turnu Ruieni.  

At Zerveşti it was discovered that since 1591 Faber Bonaventura, an 
itinerant printer operated and that he printed protestant religious books.  



FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL 

In Turnu Ruieni parks have been renovated and bust statues of Trandafir 
Cocîrla and of the Hero from Jiu - general Ioan Dragalina, were placed.  

One custom of the area practiced on the Patron Saint’s Day is the 
“fishing trip” on July the 2nd of each year, a custom that ends on the same 
day with a big party organised by the young. A special traditional 
occupation in Zerveşti is the making of popular costumes from gold thread 
and coins that are often sold abroad.  

Other traditional customs are: „the measuring of the sheep”, “calling 
from the hill-top” when the village young climb to the hill-top at midnight 
and “marry” jokingly each girl from the village. There are several ballads 
and legends spread in the area, like those of, Iovan Iorgovan and Gruia 
Novac. Just 2 km away from Turnu Ruieni, on a hill-top, there is the 
medieval construction “Ovid’s Tower” dating from 1467.  

e) Economic potential.  
The basic occupations of the locals are agriculture, orchards, animal 

breeding and lately agritourism. The commune’s surface is 15,132 hectares 
out of which 6,927 hectares farm land, 44 hectares housing and public land, 
7,885 hectares of forest and 276 hectares of other lands. Farmland is made 
out of 1,144 hectares of arable land (16,58%), orchards 587 hectares 
(8,51%), pastures 3,062 hectares (44,39%), and hay fields 2,105 hectares 
(30,58%) .  

Most of the arable land is cultivated with corn (631 hectares, 55,16% 
with a production of 2,210 tonnes), 205 hectares (17,92%) cultivated with 
wheat and rye (production of 472 tonnes) and 100 hectares (8 74%) 
cultivated with potatoes (production of 1,800 tonnes ). In the area, fruit 
production is 231 tonnes, especially plums and apples. Out of the fruit that 
is not sold in nearby cities markets distilled “ţuica” is made, a highly 
appreciated traditional drink. 
  

f) Agritourism.  
In the last years, owners who developed their homes and have 

civilised conditions of living and eating have managed to increase the 
modest agricultural revenues with the substantial revenues from agritourism. 
Agritourism in the area was developed by attracting the tourists willing to 
know the beauties of the Banat Mountains by motorbike. Thus, three times 
each summer beginning with 1996 the village hosts growing numbers of 
tourists that stay in the agritourism boarding houses throughout a week and 



LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XI  (4) 

trail the mountains by motorbike. The program is called Enduromania end it 
represents a traditional event that brings over 150 enthusiasts of this sport to 
the area. The capacity for receiving them increases by the year. Tourists pay 
for a day’s stay with half boarding 20 Euro, multiplying this amount by 20 
days and 20 places (20 Euro\day\20 places\20 days = 8000Euro ), we can 
realise that in the future agritourism will lead to a development of the 
houses from an infrastructure standpoint, a development of the commune 
and not the latest, an increase in living standards. Names such as ”La 
Ursulescu”. ”Monalisa”, ”La Titus”, “La Maria”, ”Valea Borlovei” and 
many others have become known abroad for their hospitality and special 
conditions offered.  

The potential of the Muntele Mic Resort cannot be neglected 
because in the winter months it becomes too small for the growing request. 
Villages around the Resort can take over tourists willing to spend their 
holidays in a rustic environment. Multiple leisure opportunities in the area 
for each season have attracted and will attract ever more once the County 
Council and the Ministry of Tourism becomes involved in the development 
of the Muntele Mic resort.  
  

3.CONCLUSIONS 

From the analysis of the information and field studies the following 
significant aspects have emerged:  

1. The rural area of Banat has optimal conditions for the 
development of agritourism: it has an exceptional landscape wealth, 
comparable with the most beautiful in the world, low pollution levels, given 
the fact that the rural space has changed little, keeping its traditional and 
authentic lifestyle.  

2. Turnu Ruieni has a special natural and human potential, situated in 
the Caransebes hollow at the foot of the Muntele Mic Mountain, in  the 
summer it houses hundreds of foreign tourists that come to view the area’s 
beautiful landscape by motorbike in the Enduromania program, in the winter 
the main attraction being the ski slope of the Muntele Mic Mountain. 

3. Customs and traditions in the village are well conserved, local 
architecture is unchanged, and the elderly still wear authentic local clothing, 
elements that make up important attractions for the tourists.  
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4. Agritourism represents a good occasion to start an activity in 
parallel with the ones locals are already engaged in, using the existing 
infrastructure for increased profitability, thus to this moment many 
agritourism boarding houses have developed in Turnu Ruieni due to the 
increasing tourists flow both in summer and in winter. 

5. Promoting and developing  agritourism in Banat, will enhance the 
socio-economic potential of the area and as well increase the tourist’s 
interest in România and Banat. 
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