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The town of Anina is, for the Mountain Banat area, a genuine natural and 
anthropic thesaurus that could contribute to the development of regional 
mountain tourism through the valorisation of its tourism potential. The 
Oraviţa – Anina railway, one of the oldest in the country, can be exploited 
from a tourism point of view as a major regional tourism attraction. 
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The town of Anina is located in the forested mountains of the same 

name, mountains that represent the southern extension of the Western 
Carpathians, in the Romanian Banat area; its coordinates are 45°2’30” 
northern latitude and 21°53’20” eastern longitude, in the Caraş-Severin 
County. The average altitude of the locality is +645 m, and the minimal one 
is +556 m and it is close to the railway station. The locality is crossed by the 
national road DN 58 which links the county seat Reşiţa to the national road 
DN 57B connecting Oraviţa and Bozovici, which intersects the Mill Valley, 
at the Crivina Bridge. From the road DN 58, at Steierdorf the road produces 
the old road linking Oraviţa and the Sanatorium at Marila, the county road 
DJ 572 B.  

Anina is linked to Oraviţa by the oldest mountain railway in the 
country, also called the Banat Semmering, due to the resemblance with the 
difficult construction of the Austrian railway at Semmering. This mountain 
railway measures 33.8 km, has a level difference of 338 m, 14 tunnels, and 
10 viaducts, and can be run in about 2 hours. 

The town of Anina is about 32 km, on the DN 58, from the county 
seat Reşiţa, the administrative centre of the county, 33 km far from Oraviţa 
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on the national road DN 57B and 34 km far from Bozovici on the national 
road DN 57B. 

Inside the Caraş-Severin County, the town of Anina is located in the 
central part of the county and has been an important traditional mining 
industrial centre. Counting 9,238 inhabitants in the year 2005, it ranked 7 in 
the Caraş-Severin and also serves the locality Steierdorf and the new sides 
Brădet, Oraş Nou, and Crivina . 

Tourism and tourism sites in the area  
The tourism potential of the area is extraordinary: the localities 

Anina and Steierdorf are located in the Anina Mountains which are made of 
70% karstic rocks in which the waters have carved specific formations such 
as intermittent water springs, waterfalls, slopes, caves, grottos, gorges, etc. 

The main tourism attractions in the Anina area are: the Anina – 
Oraviţa railway, the old mining precincts, the Minis Gorges, the Caraş 
Gorges, and karstic formations. The area also supplies a lot of opportunities 
for the practicing of winter sports, forestry, and mountain agriculture, in 
such areas as National Parks. Another opportunity specific to the area is the 
possibility of hiking along tourist roads on longer or shorter trips or the 
possibility of adjusting the hiking to the tourist’s options. One can valorise 
here the traditional way of life of the people: habitat, crafts, animal 
husbandry, agriculture, multicultural customs and traditions. This integrated 
approach implies a particular care for the Steierdorf – Anina fund seen as a 
cultural and historical patrimony. 

The natural lakes of the Caraş-Severin County are small in number 
and in size, the most important one having a karstic nature. Man-made lakes 
(dam reservoirs) are destined to produce energy, to supply water to the 
neighbouring localities, etc.: the Buhui Lake, supplying water to the town of 
Anina and covering 9.8 ha, and the Mărghitaş Lake, again on the Buhui 
rivulet, covering 4 ha and initially used to serve a micro-heating central. 

Green areas and leisure areas 
As for the green areas, for the sports grounds, and for the leisure 

areas, they cover an area of 7.7 ha, i.e. 0.79% of the town area. These areas 
contain the following: 

- football ground with a stand and locker rooms, on the Tereziei 
Valley; 

- a green area in the town centre with alleys covered by slabs, 
urban furniture, tree and bush plantations, and floral beds; 
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- the tourism chalets Maial and Diana; 
- the Mărghitaş Lake clearing for the weekends. 
Despite all this, the green and leisure area lacks a series of elements 

such as the following: 
- facilities specific to leisure and tourism: motel, camping site, and 

sports facilities that are usually found around them such as sports 
grounds, skating roll lanes, skateboard lanes, bicycle lanes, 
carting lanes, etc.; 

- playgrounds around residence areas; 
- sports facilities (sports grounds). 
Leisure areas used mainly by the inhabitants of the town but also by 

the tourists are located near the lakes of Buhui, Mărghitaş, and Miniş. 
There are accommodation facilities in town, but they are not 

properly fixed accommodation structures: Hotel Steier, Anghelina Boarding 
House, Chirilă Veronica Boarding House, and Casa Erika Boarding House, 
and a few facilities in remodelling such as the Diana Chalet in the Maial 
clearing and the Mărghitaş Chalet (Table 1). 

Table 2. 
Accommodation facilities in Anina 

Type of 
accommodation 

facility 

Name Category Number 
of rooms 

Number 
of places 

Boarding House ANGHELINA 2 STARS 5 10 
Boarding House CASA ERIKA 3 STARS 6 12 
Boarding House COSTI 1 STAR 5 11 

 

The Oraviţa – Anina railway 
The building of this railway was the result of mining exploitations in 

this mountain county of the Southern Banat area. The Oraviţa – Anina 
railway is truly the masterpiece of engineering in the field of mountain 
railways. It is unique in Romania and in South-Eastern Europe and it 
deserves the name of Banat Semmering. 

This railway is still of interest due to its serpentines and abrupt 
curves, to the 10 viaducts and 14 tunnels. The piece de resistance of this 
railway is its sloping of 20‰ compared to other similar constructions with 
only 14‰ sloping. The radius of the curves to this railway is 114 m 
compared to other similar constructions that only have a 150 m radius. This 
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is why they needed special locomotives and carriages. The passage over 
deep valleys has a total length of 843 m, and the tunnels measure 2,084 m. 
They needed to pierce and cut the hill over 21 km and it is only for 10 km 
that the train runs normally. This is how the Oraviţa – Anina railway was 
really born and turned into masterpiece of engineering ever since the year 
1863. 

This railway runs up a slope of 337.7 m from Oraviţa where, at the 
railway station, it has an altitude of 218.7 m above sea level (Anina has an 
altitude of 554.4 m above sea level). 

CONCLUSIONS 
In order to promote the locality and the tourism opportunities, and to 

integrate them into a national tourism circuit, we need to take into account 
the following aspects: 

- promoting the points of tourism interest in town and in the 
surrounding area on TV, through fliers distributed free of charge on 
different special occasions, through the media, and on the Internet; 

- editing and publishing a tourism guide of the town of Anina and of 
the neighbouring area that contain a short history and the points of tourism 
interest – natural attractions, industrial attractions, and local patrimony 
attractions; 

- valorising nature tourism sites for such tourism activities as lakes, 
caves, geological formations, gorges, waterfalls, mines, and also local 
specific flora and fauna through fliers, information centres, setting of a 
botanical museum, etc.); 

- rehabilitating access ways and marking routes towards tourism sites 
and national parks in the area; 

- restoring, protecting, and preserving cultural and natural patrimony 
sites; 

- preserving and managing the ex-industrial sites for tourism 
purposes; 

- rehabilitating existing accommodation facilities and including in 
the tourism circuit of abandoned buildings; 

- developing a Mining Museum. 
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