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Abstract: The initiatives to assess the typical and organic Albanian 
products and those aimed at promoting the territory standing would help 
boost the tourist influx in relation to nature, culture and discovery of the 
territory. The purely typical and organic products take on and play an 
important role in this display and manifestation of tourism, not only in 
satisfying the curiosity but also in helping the most prudent and wary 
customers get familiar with quality of food products. The perception of 
internal value of local typical and organic products through the 
territory's image is strengthened all the more withy the quality assurance, 
a feature which is associated with the land with the special method of 
preparation and the characteristics of the natural environment.  
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INTRODUCTION 
Quality as a typical process of rural tourism development provides new 
opportunities for entrepreneurs engaged in the production of typical and 
organic products. The possibilities of establishing direct relations between 
the producers and consumers, in fact, does favor the development of the 
food supply chain, against which the content of information and the joint 
agreements between producers and consumers compete in the so-called 
product differentiation. This product differentiation provides one with the 
highest possible value (premium price) and lends meaning to its 
consumption. Rural tourism can promote the development of the food 
supply chain, which is characterized by the proximity of space in which the 
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product is produced and sold in the same area of production where the 
consumer may become aware of the typical features of the product (T. 
Marsden et al., 2000). Thus, manufacturers can hope to keep a greater 
share of the value of products sold, while all economic and non-economic 
effects may encourage rural development. 
These considerations have allowed us to see if initiatives concerning 
promotion of the typical Albanian products, focused on the promotion of 
food supply chain of spatial proximity, can be applied and if they can also 
find synergy with the initiatives of rural tourism. In order for these 
initiatives to succeed it is necessary for the supply to be able to verify the 
willingness of producers to become participants in the characteristics of 
typical products, customers and visitors, and for the demand side, it is 
necessary to identify the potential buyers out there. 
Only in January 2009 the Private standard of Bioadria is approved for 
organic farming with Albinspekt, upon the national accreditation, is 
recognized even from Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Protection of 
Consumers, (MAFPC), which is functioning in full conformity with the 
Albanian law 9199, dated 26.02.2004 on “Production, processing, 
certification and marketing of products “Bio”. With such recognition being 
granted Albinspekt as the only domestic certifying body in the country is 
capable of getting for its operators subsidies given by the state to the organic 
agricultural sector. The exported products will have to be certified by a 
foreign organization. In Albania there exist the following certification 
bodies: BioInspecta, ICEA, SCAL, BSC. 
 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 
One of the critical points that present themselves in the Albanian organic 
agriculture has been depicted from the inadequacy of the evaluation of the 
products. The operating lack of the commercialization chain, the missing 
integration of supply chain and the weak links among manufacturers, 
processors/exporters and consumers make the Albanian producers face an 
ever decreasing profit once they return to organic products. On the other 
hand this is going to favour traders and exporters who stand to gain more in 
terms of the margin of profit. 
The existing organic agricultural systems are characterized by small-sized 
and fragmented structures, far from being organized in groups and not 
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integrated into supply chain. Thus, the establishment of the ever-increasing 
fully-operating forms capable of permitting concentration of supply is 
taking on notes of urgency along with the provision of farmers with a 
contractual power. 
In 2009, as was the case in 2008, the Albanian government offered a scheme 
for subsidies in organic agriculture, a scheme which is defined in Decision 
of Council of Ministers, no. 18, dated 7.1. 2009 on “ Defining basic criteria 
of sectors that will be supported, along with the measures of benefits from 
the Agricultural Program Fund and Rural Development” as well as on the 
respective ordinances of Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Protection of 
Consumers and Ministry of Economy. In this Decision of Council of 
Ministers it has been set out there subsidies go to operators for the 
certification of bio agricultural products from the cultivated plants, 
including: 
 for products targeting internal markets not less than 50 % of costs, but 

not larger than 20.000 leks/farms.  
 for products intended for export, 50% of the costs of certification, but no 

more than 70.000 leks/farm/year; 
The BIO certified operators including those who intend to implement this 
production method in 2009, should apply to Directorate of Agriculture in 
districts to get hold of such subsidies. The certification from Albinspekt is 
recognized for such a subsidy scheme. 
 
Results and discussions  
It is reasonable to argue that in Albania, as in other countries, there exist the 
proper conditions for the distribution and commercialization of organic 
products. This potential should be exploited to the advantage of the future 
perspective of development of organic agriculture (Leksinaj, 2007). By 
acting in such a manner we would most likely observe an increase in the 
export of agricultural products towards the EU countries, taking into 
account the current problems and the costly certification. 
According to the methodology of qualitative analysis the role of the 
interviews with privileged witnesses is that one which embraces the 
verification and integration of information that has come from statistical 
data. Such an analysis, which join both a structural and dynamic-forecasting 
feature, is concerned with the economic, social and demographic aspects, 
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not to mention the natural implications arising from the local developments, 
this seen from the urban and territorial perspectives. 
The main requirement for identification of witnesses” or “experts” has been 
their ability to recognize the territory and the local reality; they might also 
be mouthpieces of specific interests (which in fact several of them are), even 
though they appear to be experts representing much more general interests.  
The weak and the strong points for the farms along with the possibilities and 
threats of the market of “organic” which have come to the fore in the 
environmental analysis have been selected and presented with the view to 
having a summary of issues that would help solve the implementation of 
productive strategies and marketing. The variables under consideration are a 
fruit of the joint work of authors and experts in the administration of farms. 
What it seems straightforward  to notice is the existence of the general rules 
in favour of the objective “the attainment of a premium price from the 
organic products in the market, particularly in the European one” (Leksinaj 
et. al. 2009). 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
The perspectives of contribution to organic agriculture, aside from the 
market aspects, have to be seen in their broader sense.  It should be argued 
that the creation of the organic agriculture might contribute to the 
conservation of the traditional customs and practices. The possibility of 
using a higher premium than labour might encourage the population to deal 
in agriculture for much longer. 
Even the environmental aspect constitutes yet another determining factor to 
the development of organic agriculture. The agricultural activities have a 
significant impact on the structure, composition and quality of territory by 
provoking here and there degradation and impoverishment of the natural 
resources. The control over the utilization of the synthesis substances and 
other appropriate production techniques usher in benefits in both the 
territory and society, whose effects should work to keep the soils in good 
shape, in maintaining biodiversity and the sustainable development of rural 
areas. 
The organic agriculture has proven that it is able to provide efficient 
possibilities on diversification and penetration into the market, this when 
reference is being made to both marginal and less developed areas. These 
possibilities do guarantee a satisfactory return for farmers and retains a 
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satisfactory use of the natural resources. We recommend a series of 
interventions in the integrated organic system to occur over an efficient 
action plan at the national level that is primarily intended: 
- to satisfy and make the normative framework on the sector much easier to 
be implemented; 
- to promote organic agriculture at all levels; 
- to organize with other links of supply chain at the start and at the end of 
the production cycle, that is by improving the availability of inputs, by 
promoting processing and the positioning of products in the market; 
- to support the formation, research and extension 
- to develop the organic product markets through a consolidation of the 
exports, as well as affair share of attention to the typology of the potential 
customers in the food market (urban populations with high incomes, tourists 
that appreciate the rural wealth and the nature of the country). 
In this context the organic agriculture enters into a bond with the programs 
of territorial development and the ecological conservation of the landscapes 
by justifying any type of oriented support by means of measures and 
specific interventions in the context of the environment policies. The 
presence of such policies constitutes one of the development of a connection 
between policies of territory conservation and agriculture in the strategic 
activities of the development program of agriculture, programs where the 
environmental policies, tourism and organic agriculture constitutes the 
entirety of a sustainable solution and an evaluation of food products, in the 
rural development and the protection of territory. 
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