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Abstract: The Trans-Boundary Region hosts unique biotopes that are 
important for both, European and global conservation perspective. In 
addition, this region is considered to be of a great cultural and historical 
importance. 
Specifically, the objective of this search is to establish bases and 
background for developing sustainable; to give its contribution in 
increasing business exchanges, well-suited and environmentally friendly 
agriculture practices in local communities; by growing up the capacity of 
agricultural services and farmer’s associations on sustainable agriculture 
techniques.  
In frame of methodology this information was obtained through desktop 
research and face-to-face interviews with representatives of various 
institutions in Korça region and furthermore.  
Based on the above assessment, the conclusion will be drawn that the 
impact of the agriculture services provided by Agriculture Extension 
Service is limited also, the regions extends across national boundaries 
are subject to different and even uncoordinated  management regimes 
and policies, which further exacerbate the threats to the ecosystem as a 
whole, and make unilateral and piecemeal measures ineffective. 
At the end we give recommendations for possible mechanisms for trans-
boundary cooperation with our partners. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The trans-boundary regions between Albania, Greece and FYROM  
host unique biotopes that are important from both European and global 
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conservation perspective. In addition, this region is considered to be of great 
cultural and historical importance. 

The unique attributes of this ecosystem, however, are being 
progressively eroded by unsustainable patterns of natural resource 
exploitation as well as by inappropriate land-use practices. Such practices 
result in soil and water contamination, loss of forest cover, erosion and 
wildlife loss. 

 Based on this assessment, it was found that the impact of the 
agriculture services provided by Agriculture Extension Service is limited 
and also that the regions extending across the national boundaries of the two 
countries are subjected to different and uncoordinated agricultural 
management policies, which further exacerbate possible threats to the 
ecosystem as a whole, and make unilateral and piecemeal measures 
ineffective.  

More specifically, the objective of this search is to establish 
sustainable bases and background for developing sustainable, well-suited 
and environmentally friendly agriculture practices in local communities, by 
building the capacity of agricultural services and farmer’s associations on 
sustainable agriculture techniques.  
 

2. METHODOLOGY 
The information of this study was obtained through desktop research 

and face-to-face interviews with representatives of various institutions 
mainly in the region of Korca in southeastern Albania and elsewhere with 
the objective to assess the current status and the future role of the 
cooperation between agricultural services of Albania and Greece in the 
trans-boundary regions between the two countries.  
 

3. RESULTS AND  DISCUSSION 
3.1. Institutional setup and operations of the agricultural services 

1. Korça Regional Directorate of Agriculture, Food and Protection 
of Consumers is the most important institution that offers agricultural 
services in the region.  

2. Agriculture Faculty of Korca University is another important 
institution that offers agricultural services in the region. This faculty has an 
academic qualified staff with scientific titles and degrees, who are making 
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trainings with Extension Service specialists and agricultural producers by 
organizing seminars, courses, consultations, field days, demonstrations, etc.  

3. Agricultural Technology Transferring Centre offers technical 
assistance based on studies and experimental results, which are carried out 
with field crops cultivated in Korca region and offers technical assistance in 
animal husbandry, based on results of studies and experiments carried out in 
cows, sheep, and goats. 
 

3.2 Fertilizing and pesticide using level and its indications. 
 As regards pesticide use, insecticides were found to be the most 

commonly used pesticides, whereas the least used were the herbicides. In 
particular, for small grains herbicides are used in about 60% percent of the 
cultivated land, whereas in row crops (e.g. corn, potatoes) the percentage of 
herbicide use is about 35%.  

Concerning the weed flora of the trans-boundary regions (winter and 
summer weeds), based on weed surveys in various crops, no significant 
differences were found as regards both the species occurred and their 
frequency of occurrence between the respective regions. Based on statistical 
data of the Agricultural Directorate of Korca, the average application rate of 
chemical fertilizers was 0.069 ton/ha and the average application rate of 
organic fertilizers was 1.31 ton/ha. It is worth mentioning that the limited 
use of chemical fertilizes and pesticides (particularly of herbicides) are 
mainly due to the low income of farmers. 
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Chart 3.2.1; Statistical data of using fertilizers1 

                                                 
1 Agricultural Directorate of  Korca, 2009 
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3.3 Constraints on information dissemination to farmers and their 

associations 
 The information dissemination to farmers and their associations is in 
the responsibility of the Agriculture Extension Service of Korça Regional 
Directorate of Agriculture, Food and Protection of Consumers, that faces a 
number of serious constraints on its daily operations. These are grouped in 
the following categories: 

 Declining human resources and capacity 
 Widely expanded coverage area 
 Poor infrastructure 
 Law salaries   
 Lack of financial resources to implement activities  
 Poor organizational level of farmers in groups and associations 
Consequently, based on the above assessment, the conclusion can be 

drawn that the impact of the agriculture services provided by Agriculture 
Extension Service is limited. 

 
3.3. Recommendations for improving the capacity of the agricultural 

services to promote sustainable, relevant and environmentally friendly 
agricultural practice 

 The Korça Agriculture Extension Service must expand the range of 
services in near future, taking into consideration the trends in sectorial 
policy development, actual and growing farmer needs and the 
environmental context. The proposed range of future services is the 
following: 
 Counseling individual agricultural producers and groups. 
 Weed management practices, and herbicide use.  
 Organizing Training and Information Sharing Programs.  
 Implementation of pilot projects and donor-funded activities.  
 Publishing and Information Dissemination to promote sustainable, 

relevant and environmentally friendly agricultural practice.  
 

3.4. Areas of expertise and knowledge 
The following (but not limited to) sustainable environmentally 

friendly agriculture topics and technical matters are proposed as coverage of 
expertise to be developed our regions: 



LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XII (1) 

 Improvement of cultivation techniques in viticulture and 
fruit trees aiming in production increase, its quality improvement and 
preservation of the environment by setting criterions on utilization of 
pesticides, based on prognosis and signaling system data, utilization of 
fertilizers based on chemical analyses of soil and protection of soil from 
erosion.  

 Identifying locally adaptable technologies to promote the 
increase of quantity and quality of forage production, by changing the 
animal husbandry regime from grazing to stable regime, aiming 
preservation  especially the vegetal and forest cover.    

 Cultivation, production and exporting of aromatic and 
medical herbs, aiming to prevent soil from erosion, and meantime to 
increase revenues for the farmers of the area. 

 Irrigation: Finding the possibilities and implementation of the 
functional and environmentally friendly irrigation schemes that spent less 
water (drip irrigation, etc). 
3.5. Resources needed to support the capacity building and 
sustainability of the operation: 
 Human resources (staffing) 
 Continuous professional development (training) 
 Equipment 
 Operation resources (current costs budget) 

 
4. CONCLUSIONS 

Possible mechanisms for trans-boundary cooperation with the partners.  
Specific activities, through which organizations of the neighboring 

countries could possibly cooperate, are the following: 
1. Organization of regular meetings to aim:   
 Exchange and dissemination of experience related to deployment of 
newly acquired sustainable and environmentally friendly agricultural 
techniques and practices.  
 To discuss and agree for the types of joint activities that can be 
realized in both sides of the border (joint seminars, workshops, training 
programs and pilot projects). 
 Detailed planning and design of every type of jointly implemented 
activity. A number of aspects should be considered in the course of the 
activity planning exercise, above all the specific expertise and 
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implementation capacity of each organization and as well the specific and 
real needs of the end users (individual farmers or farmer groups) in the 
neighboring countries. 
2. Organization of joint seminars, workshops and training programs. 
3. Implementation of joint pilot projects. 
4. Setting up and functioning of an Information Network where this kind of 
information to be exchanged: 
 Meteorological information from the respective meteorological 

station in three sides of the border. 
 Information on disease and pests infestations based on data from the 

respective prognosis-signaling stations in three sides of the border 
(System for monitoring pests and diseases in agriculture). 

5. In order to support the joint seminars, workshops, training programs, pilot 
projects and Network Information, to strengthen the collaboration between 
Agricultural Faculty of Korca University with respective institutions in 
these countries. 
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