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Abstract: More and more people start thinking about living outside of 
towns. Costs, nature and lifestyle offer good looking opportunities, but it 
is the real life? Are the farm settlement and a lifestyle compulsion or 
opportunities? People of 21st century how much can people of the 21st 
century find their living space, weal, vision far from the city's noise? The 
world of farms around town Hodmezovasarhely show a special settlement 
construction which has an effect on the economic contacts, too. I am 
aiming to summarize its historical development shortly, and then I would 
like to illustrate the life of the family running a farm living there and their 
opportunities, their vision with an actual example. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The world of farms as a structure of settlements has special features 
in the town Hodmezovasarhely. This form influences people’s life there, it 
determines their living space, effects their activities, form of farming. 
Although the administrative area of the town is enormous, in this case not 
only the strictly regarded inner district should be taken in consideration but 
the vast world of farms which in a unique way, like the moons of planets –
within about the same distance from the town – surround 
Hodmezovasarhely in the form of concentrated small groups of settlements 
(called Erzsebet, Batida, Szikancs, Kutvolgy, Kopancs and Raros). In the 
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meanwhile they do not form an independent administrative unit but are 
strictly connected to the town Hodmezovasarhely. 
 
 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 
 
First of all, we should define the term, the concept of „tanya” (or 

isolated farm). To begin with, it is a type of settlement in the outskirts which 
has always played an important role in the network of settlements in 
Hungary. According to Mr. Tibor Mendol it is the spatial unit of the living 
and working place of a certain group of people. (MENDOL, 1963) Its 
formation is often connected to the cultivation of different plants, like, for 
example, in case of town Mako, to the onion. The peasant was always led by 
the practical side of life, for him the spatial proximity to the soil was 
essential. (GAL, 2008) 
 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Dwelling-place: is a place where a person or a group of people have 
settled down in a suitable way to protect both their own security and their 
material goods; and work place: where a person or a group of people 
perform certain activities in order to obtain the necessary goods for their 
own needs. The question is how much this definition is suitable for people 
in the 21st century? This definition may seem to be outdated since today in 
Hungary approximately 30% of the population has to commute. In this case, 
in this form we cannot underline the unity of the dwelling and work places 
which the traditional term of „tanya” means. In this case, we can say that 
there is a functional unity between them, instead of a spatial one. 
 
THE FARM, AS A FORM OF SETTLEMENT AND LIVING SPACE 

 
It is beyond argument that one of the most unique elements of the 

Hungarian network of settlements is the scattered and isolated farm on the 
Hungarian Plain, although the traditional world of these scattered farms has 
significantly changed in the last few decades. Earlier – and in the everyday 
terminology on the Plain even today – by the settlement in the outskirts the 
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farm was usually meant. Naturally, it was not reasonable even those times, 
as Mr. Ferenc Erdei underlined (ERDEI F., 1976), but it is not reasonable 
especially today when, as a result of the growth of towns, industrial parks, 
recreation, cultural and sports centres etc. are built outside the inner area the 
territorial expansion of which is not followed by the administrative confines. 
So, though they are parts of a confined settlement, they are located in the 
outskirts. (BECSEI, 2009) 

The structure is in a strong connection with farming. (ZSÓTÉR, 
2008) I am aiming to examine and analyze a special part of the outskirts of 
Hodmezovasarhely through which I am planning to show the changing 
features of this region and the changing man inside of it. 

To live in Vasarhely traditionally means to live together with the 
elements of life in an agricultural town in the country, even if in the years 
after the Second World War there was a strong intention to give an 
industrial character to the town. It is interesting that the effort to organize 
the scattered farms around Hodmezovasarhely into independent settlements 
did not succeed in spite of the fact that schools were built in the farm centers 
and buildings to give place to the local administration can be found even 
today (except Raros and Kopancs). The life-style of the farm has very strong 
roots here. The man on the farm considers himself to belong to the farm 
centre, at best. This restricted community is more than a simple co-
habitation on the plain. Even today we can find, surprisingly, the reading 
circles which are the scenes of the social contact, where deals done in words 
and which are indispensible for the farmers of this area broken up into small 
plots. In addition to this form of life and farming there is the large estate the 
owner of which generally does not live on farm. The population in today’s 
farms around Vasarhely can be ranked in two types: 1. those for whom 
farming is the way of life and who – often – live in this way because they 
have no other choice trying to squeeze out some benefits from it; and 2. 
those wealthy ones the farms of whom – either scattered or in the farm 
centers – are newly built or renovated, and for them these places are the 
scenes of relaxation. 

The agrarian feature of Hodmezovasarhely determined the structure 
of the town, too. Similar to the towns on the Plain the urbanized centre were 
always surrounded by village-like quarters to which even an extensive 
world of farms joined. In 1788 the geometers from the domain listed 1279 
independent plots of farm (NAGY-SZIGETI, 1984). In 1873 the town 
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obtained municipal law. The population started to grow. In 1890 the town 
had 55.475 inhabitants. 70% of the population cultivated lands and raised 
animals. Even that time due to its expanded outskirts and its typical natural 
conditions, it had a special structure of settlements, the so-called farm 
system. Even today – after Budapest – it is the second town of Hungary with 
the largest area. 

The farm means a certain kind of security, distance, isolation from 
the neighbors, from the village or the town. It is a life situation which forms 
men because everybody has to stand on his own feet, since mostly he can 
count only on himself. This world of farms created handy-men and lonely 
fighters, not to mention the old left alone. It seemed to be a modest but 
calculable, secure life. Today it is not absolutely true because the 
unprotected people have become the target of crime, the stock and the crop 
are often attacked.  

If we look back on the last half a century we can get some 
explanations on today’s conditions. For the farm re-structure of agriculture 
meant a tragic shock. In collectivization the farm could only have a plot of 
800-1600 m² around it. As a result, farms without their economic basis were 
sentenced to death. The picture changed completely, the lines of farms 
became few and far between. Ridges of the individual plots, the entries, the 
farm roads got thinned, ceased to exist or were formed somewhere else. 
Trees around the farms were dug out, the sweeps disappeared. Instead of 
them forest belts to protect the fields were planted. It is not the aim of this 
essay to analyze the life forms of large-scale production since I am 
intending to describe today’s situation illustrated by an example. 

At the period of the political transformation it seemed that there is a 
claim on the part of the society to build more farms and that there will be a 
certain rebirth. After privatization and compensation people who really 
aimed to live on the land could hardly buy plots around their farmhouses so 
not even the minimal condition were created for the establishment of an 
efficient form of farming. Some of them had no other choice than to become 
an entrepreneur, or they escaped from the town to the outskirts because of 
the high communal expenses or the bank loans, or the antecedents of today’s 
economic crisis could be felt somehow. 

Nowadays, much less farms can be found than at the end of the 19th 
century. In spite of this fact it is remarkable the great number of farms and 
people living there. The number of inhabitants of the outskirts of 
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Hodmezovasarhely is about 3.000 – the most in Csongrad county, 6% of the 
population of the town (KIS, 2008 A). Destruction is typical not 
construction. Those people stayed on farms who do not like living in town 
or who run a farm. Mainly the farms next to the dirt roads became deserted. 
People who live near the pavedroad stay until it is possible. There are more 
inhabited farms in the examined area. In that small region both employment 
and economic activity are of low level. (KIS, 2008 B) 

The examined farm is located in Csomorkanyi road, at the 25th km-
segment, 250 m from the road. People living there raise animals and 
cultivate plants. The original walls of the farm building are about a hundred 
years old, about 80cm thick, are made of adobe, so they are cool in summer, 
and they isolate the house well in winter. It has two rooms, and a smaller 
one. There is a newer part in the house, renovated 5 years ago, where there 
is a modern kitchen, a bathroom, a toilet and a boiler-room. As it can be 
seen from the list it has modern rooms and facilities, although the 
renovation caused several problems. There is a tile stove in the rooms trying 
to ease heating in winter, although central heating has been installed the 
basis of which is a heating construction with a boiler of 160 litres. Every 
summer they make so many trusses that they can cover the bigger part of the 
winter fuel from the by-products. This way they do not have to cut away 
trees to be able to heat, and buying wood would mean a significant extra 
expense (JOONE, 2004). I needed 13 people to describe the situation within 
the 5km zone around the above mentioned farm. Out of people living there 
five are pensioners, four are middle-aged and four are young. Two farms are 
not inhabited, two stockbreeding establishments are still working. They 
raise poultry, earlier geese, now chickens, there. The other building is 
rented, they fatten pigs there. In the third farm house it is not the owner who 
lives there. They raise cattle there. There is livestock in three other farms 
but with the aim of self-sufficiency. Nobody lives in one of them, they sleep 
there very rarely. There is a farm, too, where the fodder is bought to the 
cattle. In this case there is only a slight chance for profit. They underline 
that results can be reached only when they can feed the animals with the 
fodder produced on their own land and cultivated with their own machines. 
If they have to buy the animal, as well, it is almost certain that they lose by. 
A farm of this size is prepared for the self-sufficient farming and does not 
produce for selling, only smaller part of the crop. In years with better crop it 
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can happen that they sell the surplus from the plants and animals, besides 
their own use. 

Two out of the famers graduated at a college, six secondary schools 
(trade school or technical school), the others finished primary school. In this 
zone only 3 of them are entrepreneurs, the others are primary producers. 
Only one is a typical family contractor. 9 run a farm of 5-10 hectares, two a 
farm of 10-30 hectares, two one of 30-50 hectares, and one family a farm of 
50-100 hectares. What makes the situation harder is the fact that these plots 
are not in the same place, they are situated in different distances from the 
farmhouse. It hinders the economic utilization of the machines and increases 
the cultivation expenses, too. 

Basically, they do not have a real machine park. Moreover, their 
machines need to be fixed or to be changed. They do not dare to buy newer 
ones because they are expensive and risky since it can take the profit of the 
whole production. Besides cultivation their own lands, if they have time, 
they do paid work thus helping each other. Three farms have employees but 
only provisionally. I could find a permanent employee only in one place. In 
the examined area only one person learns. Only two of them have tried to 
write a competition. Others did not utilized this possibility being afraid of 
the observance of regulations. To write a competition needs a serious 
professional knowledge. For people on farm telephone and mobile net are 
both available but only some of them utilize them in reality. Less than 3% of 
the farms have an internet access- as the survey says which was carried out 
in 4.000 real estates in 2005 by the institution of Kecskemet of MTA (SZ.N. 
2009) 

Most of the farmers use crop rotations. They prefer minimally the 
new species of plants which can be planted together with the older ones, as 
for example, rape, mustard, green fodder plant or asparagus. In the 
examined area none of the farmers could perform significant development 
in the last five years. The dilemma is constant: to improve the farm or to 
improve the living conditions of the family? The problem roots are in a 
situation characterized by the lack of sources, so both of them together are 
unthinkable. 

The generations regard their life, conditions in a different way which 
can be understood and which is natural. They see that working in agriculture 
is difficult and risky. The public security has changed, nobody dares to 
leave the crop on the fields without protection. The opportunity to study is 
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given for the younger generations, so it is not certain at all that they return 
to farming to continue the work of their ancestors and parents. The number 
of farmers who intend to move to a new farm or to the farm centers is 
insignificant around Hodmezovasarhely. 
 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

It can be seen that the situation, life and farming are not easy at all 
for those who live on farms. It is a kind of change that in the surrounding 
inhabited farms (with a few exceptions) there is electricity, a TV-set, they 
cook with gas, and they can use a car or a motorbike. The road conditions 
have been improved, for example, in 2006 the local government renewed 
this stage of the Csomorkanyi road with EU support. To the asphalted roads 
that are connected to the town radiantly by-roads have been built to link the 
settlements in the outskirts (till Szikancs). The public transport has been 
improved, it adjusts to the claims of people living there. There is a chance 
for them to come out of the farm or farm centers. Children can go to school 
with the school bus. 

The future can be planned and formed. What should be done? What 
can be done? Which are the elements that could help and improve their 
chances, and not hinder them? It is difficult to answer these questions if we 
examine the possibilities and future of the farms alone. 

According to Prof. József Toth the settlement is a system of 
economic, social, infrastructural structures which are in an intensive 
interaction with the elements of a given geographic environment. Thus, 
according to his theory, the settlement should be examined inside a 
theoretical tetrahedron the four planes of which are the society, economy, 
infrastructure and natural environment (TOTH, 2002). In connection with 
the present and future of the farms we can get valuable answers from the 
further examination of the role of these four factors. 

The farm, as a form of settlement and life, did not cease to exist, 
only it is under transformation, at the same time it is necessary to change the 
pace of development- it should be accelerated. It is still at present with its 
problems, with its everyday life and the possibilities of the modern world 
which are available for it only in a restricted way. If today’s practice 
remains, the farm cannot compete, and the chance for improvement will 
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leave it. The farm should not be regarded only as a form of settlements 
because it forms an organic unit with its inhabitants and farmers. 
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