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Abstract:Can this special form of living modern or accepted by society in 
the 21st century? Formation of scattered farms and justifiability of their 
existence have always been the matter of discussions for several hundreds 
of years. Agriculturists and economic experts are disputing on their 
grounds, even today. Their development and progress differ the experts’ 
opinion. Some claim that their existence is necessary as a special 
phenomenon in the Hungarian network of settlements, while the opposite 
opinion is that there is no need for them, their activity cannot be 
integrated into the economic circulation of the country. The question is 
whether to support the maintenance of farms as a unique settlement and 
economic unit, or to leave them alone to be swept away by globalization. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

What do we know about these isolated farms? They are scattered in 
the outskirts of the town. A lifestyle is which faces extinction. The statistics 
which show how the number of outskirt population has changed proves this 
statement. 

However, lots of farms are situated in the area of 
Hodmezovasarhely. The number of those for whom it is the work place, 
dwelling place, the source of everyday life is shrinking slowly. 

Isolation is typical which is entwined with the state of exclusion and 
backwardness. A certain intention to buy farms can be experienced among 
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those wealthier ones – for the sake of weekend relaxation. For them, it is a 
kind of escape from the town, from the „concrete jungle”, for them, it is a 
source of recreation. 

The life of farms means everything for the older ones; their way of 
life cannot be changed. They have got used to the natural environment; they 
can stand the extreme weather. For them, work from the first glimmer of 
dawn till night is essential together with all the struggles. 

 
 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 
 
Although, it was always impossible to starve to death on a farm and 

without doubt, it was both dwelling place and life for the poor farmer, today 
life seems to be frightening there. At the same time there were good points, 
too:”…the farmer, both with observation of nature and farming experiences, 
could make the farm one of the nation’s granaries. His crops cannot be 
substituted even today.” „…the country, in her hard historic conditions, 
preserved a special peasant culture which is part, and a significant part, of 
our folk and national culture…He made or fixed his work tools 
alone.”(Szenti T. 1981) I try to find answer it can be a form of living and 
enjoyable for people or not in the 21th century. 
 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

In the 18th century some of the teachers who founded the 
contemporary schools of agriculture doubted the long-lasting survival of the 
world of isolated farms. They thought that on the Great Plain only villages 
with modern, intensive farming would have prosperous future. The most 
renewed of them is the teacher of agriculture and Evangelist pastor, Mr. 
Samuel Tessedik. 

Mr. Ferenc Petho, the great scientist of agriculture gives several 
advice for farmers in his work entitled „Refined Farming. He would like to 
show them that the correctly and wisely cultivated 50 hectares (or so-called 
”hold”) of land is more profitable than the cultivated hundreds of acres of 
lands. The isolated farming is not economical since a 4 hectares of garden 
situated near the inner-village area brings in more profit than a 32 hectares 
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of land of a poor farmer the soil of which is of lower quality and far from 
the market of both the village and the town. 

On the contrary, in 1819 Mr. Ferenc Nagy, the erudite town-clerk of 
Hodmezovasarhely, in the recognized journal of his age, in „Tudomanyos 
gyujtemenyek”, favours the spread of farms and farming outside the town or 
village. 

Mr. Imre Klauzal, the erudite economist who supported modern 
farming, takes a strong stand against the settlement network of scattered 
farms. He suggests that, in the outskirts of towns and villages with extended 
confines, new villages should be established. 

Mr. Dániel Berzsenyi, who is famous for his poetry, ran a farm and 
as part of his literary activities urged on the introduction of agricultural 
reforms. He disapproves that numerous towns and bigger villages have 
extended outskirts since the position of lands, being scattered in the 
confines, hinders reasonable farming. 

The first stage of the farm system finished in the middle of the 19th 
century. In the new, or the second stage the number of inhabitants living in 
the outskirts significantly increased and as a result their social, economic 
and cultural problems grew worse. Even the experts’ discussion went on: 
how to continue? (Hencz, 1980) 

I am arguing with myself, too. Is this form of settlement resourceful 
or has time passed it? 

Although people on farms have less and less human relationships it 
seems that they know better their neighbors living some kilometers away 
than people who live in one block of flats. Strong will limited vocabulary 
and honesty are all typical of them. 

While examining farms, the researcher has to face with ambivalent 
feelings: on the one hand, with the decades-long troubles of people living 
there, with their inherited poverty and on the other hand, the possibilities of 
the modern world. (Horvath 1985) Partly: sweep-pole well, WC out in the 
yard, mud, darkness, quietness and peace. While more and more farms have 
electricity, TV, radio etc., so they have the opportunity to connect to the 
world. This way the contrast is getting sharper. Finally, it is a unique, 
wonderful world which protects from the harmful effects of the town. All in 
all, its liquidation cannot be solved within a short period of time. 

Today the rigid opinions have been repressed, though; it is true that 
so have been the illusions. There were times when the quick liquidation of 
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the farm network was planned, then there were times when their existence 
was ignored. However, nowadays this settlement form cannot be left out of 
account for a while. Everything which can be given on the basis of the 
economic and other conditions should be given for people living there. 

However, those who want to leave this way of life- especially the 
young generation- should be supported, giving them the opportunity to live 
in different conditions. (Romany, 1975) 

The law of gradual rise also works here. It took decades for the 
second generation to have a house in town or to educate their children – 
with hard work, savings, learning trade and with schooling. Gradual rise 
took most of the people on farms to the new quarters of the agricultural 
towns, so to our town, too. 

There is another important force, as well. A „convertible” manpower 
has been formed which can sell its labor in more and more fields of work. 
So they can maneuver more easily between the lessening number of work 
places. (Gal, 2008) 

It can be foreseen that there will be certain zones which first waste 
away then cease to exist. The majority of them seem to be populated for a 
longer period of time. Near the town we can find newly built farms with 
every modern convenience. It is true that in the last few years less of this 
kind were built. Nowadays the world of farms does not grow it rather tries 
to survive. There is not so many lands on the great Plain where the 
cultivation on farms should be so absolute. (Erdei, 1976) Only the former 
poor peasants and their direct ascendants stayed on the farms and work in 
agriculture even today. A part of them save for a flat in the town. 

There are regions and settlements both with advantageous and 
disadvantageous positions within the outskirts of Hodmezovasarhely. The 
place which is connected to the town with trains buses and with asphalted 
roads is in a more favorable situation. More people go by car. 

In the 50s, as a transitional solution farm centers were created: in 
Batida, Kutvolgy, Erzsebet, Szikancs, Raros and in Kopancs. 

The last two ones remained as they were. No house was built there. 
There is life in the other ones but they could not snatch up the surrounding 
farms completely they stayed there, around the centers. Every year some 
new houses are built in the farm centers. The most populated one is 
Szikancs which is in the inner area of the town and which used to have a 
primary school of town level, and even a school orchestra. By today, after 
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55 years, the school has become empty and now it is closed down. The 
students are transported by a well-organized school bus, with teacher’s 
supervise, to the town’s schools to and back. There is only a kindergarten in 
the farm centre. 

To improve the traffic conditions a road to connect Kutvolgy, 
Erzsebet, Szikancs and Batida is planned to be built forming a kind of a ring 
road. These farm centers surround the inner area of Hodmezovasarhely in 
the distance of 8-10 km, like a ring, so with this road it will be easier to 
reach these centers and it will improve the life of people living there. 

It is important to keep the dirt roads in repair in the farm centers, and 
in the settlements of the outskirts, it is necessary to start to clean the ditches 
which drain the inner water.  

It is a big task which is done to help build public utilities with the 
financial support of the local government: to continue the electrification of 
farms, to renovate the existing network, to provide the centers with gas, to 
obtain money by way of application etc. 

In the outskirts new public utilizes are being built: water and gas 
system, telephone and road in Batida, for example. 

Farm holdings which mean a source of living determine the 
improvement of these centers. 
 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

The progress cannot be stopped, the schools in the outskirts have 
become empty, ceased to exist. Time and not the aggression will pass 
pronounce on the farms situated in far, unfavorable places. One of the 
changes is that the settlements are in competition. Today their prospects are 
determined by the fact that what chance they have in the competition which 
intends to influence the decision of companies in relation with the place of 
their premises. It is essential to invite companies to the settlements and 
together with them come the inland revenue and technical development. 
Another important change is that earlier the most considerable differences 
were formed by the central re-distribution; today the basis of the unequal 
situation is the regional position. In a region with an unfavorable position it 
is very difficult to prosper even with a dynamic local policy. (Tanacs, 2000) 
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So will people form the world of farms and the farms people. As I 
wanted to show, I have task with their future and not the present. It is 
important how long farms will survive but it is much more important that 
there are, so are people on the farms. Instead of burying them it is more vital 
to get to know them and then, in accordance with our possibilities, to ease 
their problems even if we know that it is impossible to make it even. 
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