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Abstract: In the last 20 years the number of migrants was relatively high 
in the examined settlement. I suppose that the migration of families 
resulted in the reduction of the number of children, the consequences of 
which can be shown. Naturally, if the number of children in the nurseries 
and at schools decreases, these institutions cannot employ as many 
nursery school mistresses and teachers. In my research I am aiming to 
support this hypothesis. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Movement of the population in time and space is called migration 

(ACSÁDI GY. 1964). Typology of migration is based on different aspects 
out of which I would mention some. According to the constancy or 
provisionality of the movement we can distinguish two groups: constant and 
provisional migration. In case of constant migration the migrant changes his 
permanent residence for another permanent address (BECSEI J. 2004). 
 If the migrant crosses the borders, we can call this event external 
migration, if not, internal migration. According to the way of decision 
making we can make a distinction between spontaneous and forced 
migrations, according to the number of migrants: individual and group, as 
per the legal regulation: legal and illegal, and from the aspect of the duration 
of absence: final and provisional migrations (ILLÉS S. 2000). In case of 
internal movements we can talk about intraregional and interregional 
migrations (TÓTH J. 1998). 
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 Migration cannot be explained with only one reason (ILLÉS S. 
1994). People’s life is combined with family-, work relations, as well as 
with housing conditions. The majority of people migrate because of 
unemployment (NEMES NAGY J. 1987) or to get a new, perhaps a better 
job, for example in another settlement. 
 We should remember that the economy significantly determines life 
of a given settlement (GÁL J. – GÁLNÉ HORVÁTH I. 2010). In 
Mezőhegyes closing down the sugar factory, as one of the biggest employer, 
and restructuration at „Ménesbirtok” influenced the migration of labour. 
 The main characteristics of the constant migration in connection 
with Mezőhegyes between 1989-2008 can be summarised this way: 

 the settlement in the examined period of time realized loss from 
migration; 

 more women migrate than men; 
 the balance is negative in case of young people and the middle-aged; 
 proportion of people between 30-44 and 45-59 is the greatest in 

migration; 
 intraregional migration dominated; 
 61% of the total migration of settlements was within the counties 

Békés and Csongrád; 
 the majority of migrants lived in the inner cit areas; 
 the population of the farmsteads migrated within settlement (the 

farmstead did not meet their demands, the closed settlement offered 
better living conditions) 

 
We could see that while one settlement profited from migration (with 
educated, young middle-aged employees), the other, in this case 
Mezőhegyes, realizes a great loss. The settlement got into an even more 
unfavourable position, its disadvantagous situation has increased. I am 
aiming to examine the effects of migration on the educational system of the 
settlement. 

 
METHODS 

 In my research I used mainly the data of the Central Statistical 
Office. I carried out my examination on the period between 1990 and 2006. 
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I made different indexes from the data and examined their temporal 
changes. 
 

EXAMINATION AND RESULTS 
In the mentioned period the number of primary school students 

significantly decreased, with about 40%, while in Békés county with only 
28,8%, as an average. I had to calculate with regular students since there 
were no adults for adult education in primary schools. 
 The student hostel for 90 people helps children living in farmstead 
join education. It was built in 1975 with the help of the town’s inhabitants 
who bought so-called „brick-tickets” thus supporting the construction. The 
student hostel gives home for children of primary schools who cannot go to 
school from the farmsteads or whose families struggle with conduct 
problems. 
 By today all the schools in the farmsteads have been closed down, 
like in the surroundings of Hódmezővásárhely (GÁLNÉ HORVÁTH I. 
2009). 
 In the examined period the number of teachers was decreased with 
13 people, while the number of classrooms with 18 (Table 1) which was the 
result of the rapid decrease of the number ofstudents. I think more 
classrooms were closed down than it was necessary, which is proved by the 
following fact: in 2002 the number of students per classroom was 38,9, in 
2006 36, which, I think, is too much. This value is too high comparing to the 
county average which was 21,5 pupils in 2002, while 19,4 in 2006. 
 Surprisingly enough, the number of secondary school students has 
an opposite tendency. Number of secondary school students per 1.000 
inhabitants exceeds the county average, this way Mezőhegyes precedes, 
among others, Battonya, Mezőberény, Vésztő and Tótkomlós, too. It is due 
to the fact that its secondary school has a student hostel which makes the 
accomodation of students even from farther places possible, so as an 
educational centre, it effects not only the neighbouring settlements. During 
the examined 17 years the number of  regular secondary school students 
increased 3,5 times more. This number significantly exceeds the county 
average where the number of regular students increased only with 67%.  
Number of adults in secondary education decreased with 57% between 1990 
and 2006, while it increased with 8%, as an average, in the county. In 
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Mezőhegyes the secondary adult education flourished from 1994 to 2003, it 
culminated in 2001. 

 Table 1 
Some indexes on the state of supply of primary schools in Mezőhegyes 

(1990 - 2006) 
Year 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 
1990 788 54 31 15 25,4 112 
1991 751 54 33 14 22,8 109 
1992 718 52 33 14 21,8 104 
1993 699 54 33 13 21,2 103 
1994 636 52 30 12 21,2 94 
1995 608 48 29 13 21 91 
1996 598 43 28 14 21,4 90 
1997 576 46 26 13 22,2 88 
1998 573 46 26 12 22 88 
1999 553 43 24 13 23 85 
2000 - - - - - - 
2001 571 46 26 12 22 90 
2002 544 42 14 13 38,9 87 
2003 530 41 14 13 37,9 86 

2004 491 43 15 11 32,7 82 
2005 483 41 13 12 37,2 83 
2006 472 41 13 12 36,3 82 

1 = number of regular primary school students (involving special eucation of 
children with a learning disability) (person) 
2 = number of full-time primary school teachers (involving special education) 
(person) 
3 = number of classrooms in primary schools (involving special education)  
4 = number of students per classroom (person) 
5 = number of students per 1.000 inhabitants (person) 
Source: KSH data 
 

 Number of students per teacher and per classroom was fairly 
unfavourable in 1990, it legged behind the county average but it had 
significantly changed by 2006. By the end of the examined period the 
secondary school of Mezőhegyes ensured a much better condition for 
education than the other settlements of the county. 
 While the number of students per teacher was 13 in the county, in 
Mezőhegyes it was 12. The number of students per classroom was 34 on the 
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county level in 2006, it was 30 in Mezőhegyes. From this point of view it 
preceded, among others, for example Battonya where the number of 
secondary school students per classroom was 122, Mezőberény (38 
students), Sarkad (35 students) and Tótkomlós (35 students), too. The 
favourable condition of the secondary school in Mezőhegyes is due to the 
increase of the number of both classrooms and full-time teachers. During 
the mentioned 17 years the number of classrooms increased 3,5 times more, 
while the number of teachers 6,75 times more. Detailed data can be found in 
Table 2. 

Table 2 

Some data about the changes of state of supply of secondary schools in 
Mezőhegyes (1990 - 2006) 

Year 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 
1990 85 89 4 3 44 58 
1991 105 74 5 4 36 45 
1992 94 79 6 4 29 43 
1993 128 96 6 5 37 45 
1994 193 111 6 7 51 43 
1995 244 117 6 7 60 52 
1996 247 101 7 9 50 39 
1997 277 93 12 9 31 41 
1998 304 141 11 11 40 40 
1999 353 137 24 11 20 45 
2000 - - - - - - 
2001 271 211 20 12 24 40 
2002 329 158 15 12 32 41 
2003 327 125 22 12 21 38 
2004 331 62 25 12 16 33 
2005 322 50 26 11 14 34 
2006 296 38 27 11 12 30 

1 = number of regular secondary school students 
2 = number of adults in secondary education 
3 = number of full-time secondary school teachers 
4 = number of classrooms in secondary schools 
5 = number of students per teacher 
6 = number of students per classroom 
Source: KSH data 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 From the results of my research I can conclude that migration had an 
important effect on Mezőhegyes in the examined period of time. As a result 
of the changes in the economic sphere a part of the population moved from 
the town taking the family, too. This way the number of children decreased 
with 40% in the settlement and thus it was not rational to maintain the 
earlier number of teachers. 
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