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Abstract:Lately, people have become more and more conscientious of the 
complex bond between environment and economy and of the need to 
integrate them, meaning to rely on the premises of an ecologically 
thorough and lasting development. For the last two decades they have 
promoted environment policies meant to work together with economic 
policies both in developed countries and in developing countries. For a 
long time they thought that this approach requires to regard environment 
policies as some follow-ups where the activity of restoration is performed 
once the priorities have been accomplished and the environment 
degradation has been produced. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The multiple causes of pollution have caused during the last decades 

that “environment protection” become one of the most important and 
serious problems of humanity affecting human lives and the economic 
development of the countries and the whole world; environment protection 
helps to maintain the quality and quantity of life on Terra. Thus, 
environment protection can be defined as a conscious human activity, 
scientifically grounded, directed toward the achieving of a concrete purpose, 
which is pollution prevention, maintenance, and improvement of life 
conditions on Terra. 

 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 

In order to draw up this paper, I started from the specialty literature, 
pursuing the relationship between the concepts of economic growth and 
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economic development, the relationship between economic development 
and environment protection, insisting on the principle governing these 
interdependences and on the importance of quantifying them in order to 
better monitor them. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

As the economic development takes place within some 
environmental systems, along the years they started talking more and more 
about eco-development as a complex relationship between economic 
development and natural environment. The technical scientific progress had 
some performances so that, in order to achieve its main objectives, man can 
substantially change its natural environment. 

Within the relation man-natural environment we can notice a 
difficult moment of crisis. Along the history of the society, the possibilities 
offered by the environment at some moments have been overused. The 
phenomenon generated particular reactions: food crises, migrations to virgin 
lands, but the novelty is that now Earth is appreciated as functioning as an 
economic unit and is entirely overloaded, and man has become aware of 
that. 

The environment problems are particularly connected to the 
demographic growth, city planning, level and structure of consumption and 
technical evolution. The worst problems occurred during the last decades 
appearing mostly out of the need to evacuate the wastes that came from 
production and from a higher consumption. 
The use of energy, for example, causes extremely serious and different 
damages of environment in all stages, from production until the evacuation 
of the excess of heat. Human actions also have global effects on 
environment that could concretise in general climate modifications. Thus 
some changes are established: expansion of arid and half arid areas, a 
modification of the climate caused by the escape of some big quantities of 
CO2 in atmosphere due to classical fuel burning, disturbances in the 
succession and duration of seasons, modifications of rainfall regime etc. 

The image of the current environment situation is in many ways and 
places serious enough, but the current stage of general knowledge and 
global material possibilities could ensure a satisfying quality of life for the 
future. The environment is expected to free itself from the effects of the 
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abusive consumption of energy by applying some new sources and forms of 
energy, by using non-polluting converters and by neutralizing emissions. 
The negative secondary effects of increasing the economic growth during 
the last century start to become unavoidable at present. Even if we speak 
about the expansion of forest destruction, climate changes or soil erosion, 
the consequence of short-term economic growth on the expenses of 
environment will have to be paid up. 
Mankind should accept also to spend a part of the energy produced to avoid 
or decrease the pollution effects, two aspects being mainly considered: 
   – if the increase of pollution can or cannot be avoided; 
   – if the costs of the fight against pollution are or are not too high and if by 
their influence on consumption and investments it is determined a limitation 
of the economic growth and development.  
As for the first aspect, the opinions generally agree that for most pollution 
forms there are technologies capable of reducing their effects, at least at 
acceptable levels. 
As for the second aspect, the opinions differ. Some opinions exacerbate 
costs until the point where they consider that they will cause a blow back in 
the economic development after a while. For this, they envisage the 
adoption of a philosophy of dormancy in order to stop the expansion of 
pollution and the environmental disaster and to stop the massive blow back 
of production that would appear subsequently in case the costs for 
maintaining and improving the environment would exceed the economic 
possibilities. 

Other opinions oppose to this vision an optimistic – realistic one, 
which takes into consideration the dynamics of the technical progress and 
which can provide the technologies to fight it and to make them financially 
bearable. The remedy for the damages produced would mainly consist in the 
will to spend public money for that purpose. 

The intensity, as well as the complexity of economic procedures 
under the current circumstances, cannot be approached without also 
considering the environmental aspects. Ignoring those aspects would lead to 
the occurrence of new environmental imbalances and also to the 
deterioration of the existing ones. The environment and the economic 
development are closely connected, the first representing the place where 
we all live and the development representing what we all do to improve our 
fate in this environment. The intensification of human activity, followed by 
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the economic growth, increases the pressure on the environment and 
particularly on the natural environment either by the irrational consumption 
of resources and spaces, or by the production of some wastes that nature 
cannot absorb and having negative effects. 

In order to satisfy their needs, people are tempted to consume as 
many natural resources, raw materials and energy as possible, without 
thinking about consequences. Thus, the mainly quantity related economic 
development has known for centuries an exponential growth world wide, 
based on lineal technologies, great consumers of natural resources, raw 
materials and energy. This type of development can be considered 
responsible for many difficulties nowadays. First, they did not had in view 
the exploitation of all components of raw materials entered in the production 
flow; consequently, for many raw materials, they used only a small 
percentage, the rest being considered waste products and were discharged in 
water or atmosphere or, in other cases, deposited directly on the soil, thus 
polluting the soil and the ground water. Secondly, the high consumption of 
raw materials and non-regenerable mineral resources caused the depletion of 
the resource stock in a rather short period of time. Thirdly, due to the use of 
highly specialised equipment, of pesticides, herbicides and chemical 
fertilizers, agriculture became a consumer of non-regenerable resources and 
also a main source of soil, ground and surface water pollution. In some 
cases, deforestation was used to increase the agricultural surfaces, resulting 
in landscape changes by landfalls or floods. Fourthly, the high 
industrialization led to people concentration in city agglomerations, thus 
increasing the number of polluting agents. 

The economic evolution shows that such development affected the 
natural environment under several aspects: biologically (by infestation with 
harmful substances; by sound pollution); aesthetically (by degradation or 
disappearance of some landscapes; by creating modified landscapes, some 
of them appearing after non-controlled storage of domestic and industrial 
wastes); functionally (by affecting environment factors – water, air, soil). 
The degradation of environment, its pollution and the appearance of 
environmental imbalances take place under these circumstances, with 
tremendous consequences on economic development and on life quality. 
This type of economic development based on abusive and irrational use of 
regenerable and non-regenerable resources cannot go on forever. It is 
necessary to change the attitude and way of thinking, and to give up the old 
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economic patterns in order to ensure the long-term integrity of the natural 
systems that maintain life on earth. Also, they have to achieve an economic 
development harmonized with the needs and constraints of nature, ensuring 
the relationship between the economic and the environmental policy at all 
levels of state and in all branches of economy. The harmonization of 
expanding the economic activities with the environment protection requires 
admitting that economic development is able to generate environmental 
benefits, as well as healthy ecosystems involve economic benefits. 

The economic development raises the level of aspirations of the 
society and generates requirements of environmental improvement. The 
increase of incomes and of the living standard require to satisfy the 
fundamental material needs and that way, when the present is safe, people 
can focus their attention on the future, paying the proper attention to 
environmental issues. The economic development, by its benefits, appear in 
the relation prosperity-progress both in demand and in offer: for the 
demand, it appears by the benefits brought – higher requirements regarding 
the quality of environment in industrialized countries and decrease of 
pressure on the environment in under-developed countries, and for the offer, 
it appears by generating the financial resources to improve the quality of 
environment. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

The increase in number and complexity of the problems regarding 
pollution made it necessary to review the existing tasks in the field and to 
formulate new ones. Thus, the actions of environment protection are defined 
in tight connection with the economic development policy, with the medium 
and long-term economic and social estimates. The society and the economy 
should be operational, and environment protection should be achieved at all 
costs. 

Environment protection is a priority of the economic and social 
development whose objective is to obtain a clean and healthy environment 
that should not affect the possibilities of development of future generations; 
it is necessary to ensure the environment protection and the natural 
resources conservation, in accordance with the requirements of a sustainable 
economic and social development, as well as the increase in the level of 
education and awareness of the population concerning the achievement of 
these objectives. 
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As a conclusion, in order to reduce the pressures over the 
environment, it is necessary to draw up an economic development strategy 
in accordance with the environment. For that, the economic development 
should be based on the rational management of natural resources (regardless 
of being regenerable or non-regenerable), on adopting some wise decisions 
when expansion in industry and agriculture is necessary (both highly 
polluting industries and extensive agriculture should be avoided, where 
different hazardous chemicals were used irrationally to obtain rich crops). If 
the economic development is achieved in harmony with nature, it generates 
many benefits: new jobs, economic stability and even social and economic 
progress. 
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