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Abstract: The concept of sustainable development aims at creating a 
common development fund in which we can see the principle of collective 
responsibility towards the vital assets of mankind. The sustainable 
development is a strategy by which communities search ways of economic 
development using the local environment to bring benefits to the quality 
of life. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In a very general definition of the concept, the sustainable 
development contains the idea of developing without depleting the resources 
by surpassing the limit of endurance and regeneration of ecosystems. The 
ground for this concept is the necessity to integrate the economic objectives 
with the environmental ones and the environment protection ones. 

For a long period of time, until 20 years ago, economic growth was 
given first priority, excluding environment protection issues, the serious 
forms of deterioration of environment imposing the change of this 
perspective. 

Of course the perspective of economic growth is possible to take 
place before environment protection. We can support such strategy due to 
the fact that a stable economy generates funds and allows an intense social 
work on environment protection. But such an approach does not allow these 
countries to develop sustained on long term, especially for the developing 
countries. 
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MATERIALS AND METHODS 

In order to draw up this paper, I started from the specialty literature, 
pursuing the relationship between the concepts of economy and ecology, the 
relationship between economic development and sustainable development, 
insisting on the principles governing these interdependences and on the 
importance of quantifying them in order to better monitor them. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

In 1987, in a U.N. report, the definition of sustainable development 
occurs for the first time being unanimously accepted both by specialists and 
by practitioners. The sustainable development satisfies the current need 
without compromising the resources of future generations to satisfy their 
own needs. 
The sustainable development is considered a fundamental issue, and most 
experts agree that our current rhythm of development is not sustainable. In 
the specialty literature, we have three major principles of sustainable 
development: 

 Environmental sustainability – is what ensures a bearable 
development maintaining all vital environmental processes, 
especially the biological biodiversity; 

 Social and cultural sustainability –guarantees a favourable economic 
development for the members of the society that is compatible with 
the culture, the cultural values and the existing civilisations, by 
keeping the community identities; 

 Economic sustainability – has an important part in ensuring an 
efficient economic development, the resources being therefore 
managed to exist in the future, too. 

The sustainable development became a political objective of the 
European Union beginning with 1997 by its inclusion in the Maastricht 
Treaty. In 2001, the European Council from Goteborg adopted the Strategy 
of Sustainable Development of the European Union, to which they added an 
external dimension at Barcelona in 2002. In 2005, the European 
Commission started a reviewing process of the Strategy by publishing in 
February a critical assessment of the progress registered after 2001. The 
document emphasized some non-sustainable tendencies with negative 
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effects on environment that could affect the future development of the 
European Union, respectively the climate changes, the threats to public 
health, poverty and social exclusion, depletion of natural resources and 
erosion of biodiversity. Following the identification of those problems, in 
June 2005, the chiefs of states and governments of the European Union 
adopted a Declaration regarding the guiding lines of sustainable 
development including the Lisbon Agenda reviewed for economic growth 
and creation of new jobs. Subsequently, the European Commission 
presented on 13th December 2005 a proposal to review the Strategy from 
Goteborg in 2001. As a result of this process, the EU Council adopted on 9th 
June 2006 the renewed Sustainable Development Strategy for an enlarged 
Europe. The document is conceived in an unitary and coherent strategic 
vision whose general objective is the deployment of some actions in order to 
allow the European Union to achieve a continuous improvement of the 
quality of life for the present and future generations by creating some 
sustainable communities capable of efficiently managing and using the 
resources, and of exploiting the social and environmental innovation 
potential of the economy in order to ensure prosperity, environment 
protection and social cohesion. The responsibility for implementing the 
Strategy belongs to the European Union and its Member States, involving 
all institutional components at national and community level in order to 
achieve the objectives of sustainable development. 

The strategy implementation is based on the following objectives: 
 Environment protection by measures allowing the dissociation of 

economic growth from the negative impact on environment;  
 Equity and social cohesion by observing the fundamental rights, 

cultural diversity, equal opportunities and fight any kind of 
discrimination; 

 Economic prosperity by promoting knowledge, innovation, 
competitiveness to ensure high living standards and safe and well 
paid jobs; 

 Achievement of international responsibilities of EU by promoting 
democratic institutions for peace, security, freedom, principles and 
practices of sustainable development. 
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In order to ensure the balanced correlation of the economic, 
environmental and socio-cultural components of sustainable development, 
the drawing up of the EU Strategy considered the following principles: 

 Promote and protect fundamental human rights; 
 Cultivate a new and democratic society; 
 Inform and actively involve the citizens in the decision-taking 

process; 
 Involve the business environment and the social partners; 
 Coherence of policies and quality of government at local, regional, 

national and world level; 
 Integrate economic, social and environment policies by impact 

assessments and by consulting interested factors (stakeholders); 
 Use modern knowledge to ensure economic an d investment 

efficiency; 
 Apply the principle “polluter pays”. 
During 1997-1999, a National Strategy for Sustainable Development 

was drawn up for the first time in Romania, with support from United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Although the impact of this 
document on the public policies at national level was relatively tight, it 
offered the concept framework and the methodology of consulting the 
interested factors (stakeholders) in order to successfully implement the 
Local Agenda 21 programme in a number of about 40 localities and 
counties. After the accession of Romanian to EU, the Strategy from 1999 
represented the object of an interim report to the European Commission on 
the application of the objectives of sustainable development in July 2007. 
The demarches for drawing up a complex sustainable development strategy 
in Romania, with e time horizon 2025, continued during 2002-2004, but 
they were not completed and remained a project.  

The National Development Plan 2007-2013 (NDP) establishes as a 
global objective the fast reduction of the social-economic development 
disparities between Romanian and the other Member States of the European 
Union and it describes in detail the particular objectives of the process on 
six priority directions that directly and/or indirectly integrate the 
requirements of short-term and medium sustainable development: 

 Increase competitiveness and develop the economy based on 
knowledge in order to improve the energetic efficiency and to 
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exploit the regenerable energy resources to reduce the effects of 
climate changes caused by human activities; 

 Bring the basic infrastructure to European standards, focusing on 
the sustainable development of the infrastructure and of the means 
of transport by reducing the impact on environment and improving 
the traffic safety;  

 The priority regarding the protection and the improvement of the 
quality of environment to improve the living standards by ensuring 
public utility services, especially for water and waste management; 
to improve the sectorial and regional systems of environment 
management; to preserve biodiversity; environmental 
reconstruction; to prevent risks and intervene in case of natural 
disasters.  

 To improve and use more efficiently the human capital in order to 
promote the social inclusion and to strengthen the administrative 
capacity for the development of a modern and flexible labour 
market, to improve the education and the professional training 
system for job placement, to stimulate entrepreneurial culture; 

 To develop then rural economy and to increase production in the 
agricultural, forestry and piscine sector, direction containing 
provisions regarding the rational use of the natural fund, the 
environmental rehabilitation of some degraded of polluted lands, the 
food safety; 

 The objective of diminishing the development disparities between 
regions and inside them in order to improve the administrative 
performance and the local public infrastructure, the protection of the 
natural and cultural patrimony, the rural development, the 
regeneration of city areas affected by industrial restructuring, the 
consolidation of business environment and the promotion of 
innovation. 

There are also provided some actions regarding cross border, trans-national 
and interregional cooperation for the social and economic integration of 
border areas and for the increase of accessibility of Romanian regions 
within the EU territory. The financial programming of the National 
Development Plan 2007-2013 contains investments, distributed per years, in 
a total amount of EUR 58.67 billion. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
The concept of sustainable development begins with the 

ascertainment that human civilisation is a subsystem of the ecosphere, 
dependent on the flow of matter and energy within it, on its stability and 
capacity of self adjustment. The public policies thus elaborated, such as the 
National Strategy for Sustainable Development of Romania, are meant to re-
establish and maintain a long-term rational balance between the economic 
development and the integrity of natural environment by means of forms 
accepted and understood by the society. 
For Romania, as a Member State of the European Union, he sustainable 
development is not one of the possible options, but the only rational 
perspective of national becoming, having as result the establishment of a 
new paradigm of development by the confluence of economic, social and 
environment factors. 
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