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Abstract: Agriculture as a relatively special branch of the national 
economy may have different attitudes against the developments, 
innovations and changes. Having aware this fact current article tries to 
demonstrate certain results of an investigation of the innovation activity, 
the handicaps, the traverses of the agricultural ventures, producers. The 
investigation was based on 265 questionnaires collected in 2009. The sum 
of the total area which the questionnaires covered was more than 131 
thousand hectares. As a conclusion it can be stated that most of the 
investigated firms do not want to do significant developments. The highest 
rate of the combined answers is related to land purchase and machinery. 
Those respondents already have purchased land and machinery in recent 
times at the same time they plan to do that in the future as well. The work 
financed by NKTH by the support of BAROSS DA_ELEM_07_ 
MGK_INNO tender. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

This area of the Great Plain, which is famous for its economy of 
agrarian character, has had difficulties in managing challenges caused by the 
economical and political changes since the change of the political system. 
The altered agricultural ownership, decreases in the employment ability of 
this sector have induced significant changes in the living standards of the 
inhabitants of villages. According to Papp’s (2008) investigations these 
negative processes can be experienced in decrease of population, decrease in 
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the number of the unemployed and in the strengthening of migration. 
However, according to data of Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development since the last third of 2007, with new subsidy opportunities, 
investment has shown a definite tendency to grow. 
 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 
 
The work was based on primary data coming from the collected 265 

questionnaires. All questionnaires contained approximately 240 data inputs, 
so the raw data amount means about 60 thousand primary data. This work 
investigates and analyses only certain features for the investigated sector, 
further analysis (comparisons between branches, size, soil type etc.) is 
needed in the future. The base result does not need difficult methods, mainly 
MS Excel or OpenOffice were used to examine simple relationships in the 
data. Somewhere questionnaire was partly filled, or contained missing, or 
false. In that case data were revised or uniformed. The questions provide the 
opportunity to give multiple answers marking not even only ones. So 
because the possibility of combined answers total number of answers 
showed in tables below are not equal with the size of the sample. 
 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Through social responsibility and the sustainable development of all 
participants of cooperative innovation development it is possible to fulfill 
consumer demands (Kostic-Nikolic, 2009). On the basis of Ilie’s et al (2009) 
opinion if productivity in agriculture remained stagnant, the development of 
a modern manufacturing sector would be limited. The investment 
requirements include a wide range of objectives, of which: 

 endowment with tractors and agricultural machines,  
 endowment with equipment for mechanization in animal farms,  
 modernization / extension of horticultural plantation, 
 formation of the infrastructure for production and processing of the 

agricultural products, 
 purchase of animals for reproduction,  
 purchase of agricultural land, etc. (Feher et al, 2010). 
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According to the results of own investigations most of the farmers do 
not want to do significant changes in their companies. As Table1 represents, 
78% of farmers do not plan to give up their activity meanwhile two thirds 
do not want to establish any new activities. More than half of farmers do not 
want to increase the number of their employees.  

One third of interviewed persons would like to enter into new market 
and 28% of them want to take part in training courses. These are the most 
important plans which were appeared. Among the just ongoing 
developments the most remarkable is also the participation in trainings by 
23%. Joining producers’ organisations, producers’ groups are the most 
significant developments which have been done among the farmers 
investigated. This fact can contribute the increase of producers’ 
competitiveness. 

 
Table1. General development conceptions of the surveyed 

companies 
 Denomination Not Planned 

Has Been 
Done 

To Be Under 
Way 

Is Planned In Total 

Expansion of Land Territory 88 25 25 54 192 

Soil Improvement 171 27 10 14 192 

Rise of Equity  100 49 40 29 218 

Rise of Liabilities 120 33 28 31 212 

Purchasing of Estate 182 36 9 15 242 

Rise the Number of Employees 148 17 32 37 234 

Change of Breeds/Varieties 124 17 53 30 224 

New Breeds/Varieties 120 9 52 44 225 

New Production Technology 87 27 48 60 222 

Application of Skilled Employees 130 30 23 51 234 

Application of Manual Workers 126 37 25 42 230 

Participation in Producers' Co-
operations 

96 56 23 42 217 

Establishment of New Activity 175 9 6 40 230 

Giving up Agricultural Production 206 2 3 23 234 

Entrance into New Market 79 9 48 88 224 

Participation on Trainings 59 13 62 76 210 

 Source: own data 
 
Analysing the main fields of developments (Table2) we can observe that 
modernization of machinery and farm buildings are the most frequent plans. 
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Unfortunately more than 81% and 73% of asked farmers do not want to 
invest on canning and packaging. It is really bad news because these factors 
may contribute to the increase of proportion of high value-added products. 
There is relatively low rate of investments already have been done.  

The most frequent answer is regarding to quality management but 
neither that represents more than 13% of asked farmers. Meanwhile more 
than half of respondents declare about the lack of plans in connection with 
quality management development. As for the ongoing developments it can 
concluded that machinery investments and execution of environmentally 
friendly technologies are the most significant in the same level but these do 
not reach the rate of 17%. 
 

Table2. Fields of developments of the surveyed companies 
  Not Planned 

Has Been 
Done 

To Be Under 
Way 

Is Planned In Total 

Development of Processing and 
Storage  

137 25 23 46 231 

Development of Packaging 196 8 13 22 239 

Development of Canning 216 9 3 11 239 

Development of Commerce Method 155 8 27 43 233 

Development of New Products 193 2 14 23 232 

Energetic Development 172 6 17 43 238 

Purchasing of Machine 49 24 45 74 192 

Modernization of Machinery 57 22 44 83 206 

Investment on Farm Buildings 75 32 29 84 220 

Development of Informatics  140 24 29 41 234 

Improvement the Efficacy of 
Management 

145 13 33 33 224 

Introduction of Quality 
Management 

140 35 18 33 226 

Environmentally Friendly 
Developments 

62 32 45 71 210 

 Source: own data 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
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As a conclusion it can be stated that most of the investigated firms 

do not want to do significant developments. There are hardly any farmers 
who wish to change their activity, expand the land territory or purchase 
more estates. Analysing the main fields of developments it also can be 
concluded that most of the investments have been done in the production 
stage, there are very rare ones in post harvest and processing stages.  

 
Combined answers also have been investigated. The highest rate of 

the combined answers, which represent 8% and 9%, are related to land 
purchase and machinery. Those respondents already have purchased land 
and machinery in recent times at the same time they plan to do that in the 
future as well. 
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