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Abstract: The paper aimed to present some aspects of Romania’s Meat 
Market based on the empirical data provided by the National Institute for 
Statistics for  the  years 2006 and 2007.  The comparison method was 
used in order to analyze the evolution of  the following  indicators:  
animal farm structure,  number of slaughtered animals , average live 
weight at delivery , meat production in terms of live weight, number of 
meat processing enterprises, slaughter ratio, investments and profitability 
in meat processing industry , meat consumption, exports and imports of 
live animals , meat and organs . The conclusion is that  the number of 
slaughter  animals,  the average live weight at delivery , meat production 
, meat consumption and also exports have increased in the analyzed 
period. Romania is still  is a net meat importer but a net exporter of live 
animals.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Meat is an important  component  of human diet providing high value  
protein , essential amino acids , vitamins and minerals [3]. During the last 
15 years , Romania registered a decline  of slaughtered animals  with a 
negative impact  meat production  and exports . After 2005 , meat market 
looks to be more active  and a slight recover in the field is noticed . Farmers 
deliver live animals at a higher live weight  and important efforts have been  
made  by meat processing enterprises for covering the EU standards related 
to carcass classification and food safety [4]. Meat consumption registered an 
slight increase  due to the development of the domestic market  based on the 
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local production but also  on the amounts of meat imported from other 
countries . Despite  of this positive trend of meat market ,  Romania is still a 
net meat importer , but a net live animals exporter  [1,2]. 

In this context, the present paper aimed to present the  statement of meat 
production in the years 2006 and 2007 using the data provided by  National 
Institute of Statistics in order to have a real picture  of what is happening  
with the Romanian meat market . 

 
MATERIALS AND METHOD 

 
In order to analyze the actual statement of the Romanian meta market , 

the following  specific indicators have been used : animal farm structure, the 
number of slaughtered animals, the average live weight at delivery , meat 
production in terms of live weight , the number of slaughter houses and 
meat processing enterprises, slaughter ratio, investments and profitability in 
meat processing industry , meat consumption, exports and imports of live 
animals , meat and meat preparations.  

The empirical data for the  years 2006 and 2007 have been provided by 
the National Institute for Statistics  

The comparison method based on the fixed and  in chain base indexes 
was used in order to analyze  the evolution of each indicator mentioned 
above from a year to another. The  formulas  are: 
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In case of increase , the index  shows how many times  the level  of the 
indicator  has grown up  upon a time, while in  case of decrease, the index 
shows the negative   difference compared  to the  previous   level of the 
indicator  . 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS  
 

The number of animal farms . At present , in Romania there are  
3,931,350 animal farms  of which 15.19 %  are  utilizing   agricultural land 
and raising animals ,  2.03 % are raising  only animals  and the remaining 
farms  are utilizing  only agricultural land.  

The structure of animal farms in terms of UGB ( Unite de Gros bovin ) 
by farm type in terms of UDE ( Unite de Dimension Economique )  shows 
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that 91.1 % of animal farms have less than 10 UGB , 2.2 %  farms are 
raising 10-20 UGB , 0.7 % farms are growing 20-50 UGB and 0.2 5 are 
keeping over 50 UGB ( Table 1 ).  

Table 1 Romania’s Animal Farm Structure by UGB (%) 
Farm Size –UGB Farm classification, UDE 

Less than 
10 

10-20 20-50 50-100 Over 100 

Less than 1 91.1 2.2 0.7 0.1 0.1 
1-2 95.0 0.4 - - - 
2-4 89.1 4.5 0.8 - - 
4-8 65.5 16.7 6.8 0.8 - 
8-16 43 14 17 4 0.6 

16-40 27.1 6.3 10.8 7.5 2.8 
40-100 14.7 3.4 4.9 3.5 5.9 

Over 100 10.4 3.1 4.4 3.2 14.5 

Source : Eurostat 41/2005 
 

Table 2.Romania’s Animal Farm Structure by UDE (%) 
Farm Size – UDE Specification 

Less  1 1-2 2-4 4-8 8-16 16-40 40-100 Over 
100 

Dairy farms 0.6 0.6 0.5 1 1 0.7 0.4 0.3 
Cattle Fattening  

farms  
- - - 0.1 0.1 0.1 - - 

Dual  purpose 
cattle farms 

0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.1 - 

Sheep/Goat 
farms 

1.3 1 1.3 2.9 5.6 13.5 17 8 

Other animal 
farms  except 
granivorous  

3.9 3.7 3.9 5.8 8.1 6.4 3 6 

Herbivorous 
animal farms 

10.3 12.2 6.4 4.2 2.7 1 0.3 0.1 

Granivorous 
animal farms 

18.9 21.1 15.1 9.6 6.5 3.3 0.7 0.4 

Crop and 
herbivorous 

farms  

3.9 4.4 2.9 1.7 1.8 2.1 1.8 0.7 

Crop and other 
animal farms 

15.5 15.5 15.2 18.8 16.4 5.1 1.3 1.1 

Source : Eurostat 41/2005 

 
Taking into account  UDE , the highest share of animal farms is 

registered  by the ones raising granivorous animals ( 6.5-9.5 %  for 4-16 
UDE )  but also by the ones dealing  both with crop and animal production 
(16.4-18.8 %  for  4-16 UDE )(Table 2).  

The number of slaughter animals. In the year 2007, the number of 
saughterd animals was : 155,505 cattle ( by 24.36 % more than in the year 
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2006), 1,300,387 pigs (20 % less than in 2006),  195,423  sheep ( 5 % less 
than in 2006),  116,967,465 poultry  (21.16 % more than in 2006 )(Table 3). 

 
Table 3. The Number of Slaughtered Animals  (heads ) 

Species 2006 2007 2007/2006 % 
Cattle 779,794 784,008 100.54 
Pigs 6,319,018 6,252,485 98.94 

Sheep 3,713,230 3,786,529 101.97 
Poultry 171,904,760 193,578,300 112.60 

Source: National Institute for Statistics , 2008 
 

In the year 2007, a number of 784,808  cattle were slaughtered 
compared to 779,794 heads in 2006 , that is more than 0.54  % of the total 
number of slaughtered cattle. In 2006 , a number of 6,252,485 pigs were 
slaughtered compared to 6,319,018 heads in 2006 , meaning 1.06 % less. In 
the year 2007, the number of slaughtered sheep was  3,786,529 heads , by 
1.97 % higher  compared to 3,713,230 heads in the year 2006. The number 
of slaughtered lambs was 534,389 heads, representing 14.11 % of the 
slaughtered sheep. The number of slaughtered poultry increased by 12.60 % 
from 171,904,760 heads in 2006 to 193,578,300 heads in 2007 , of which 
99.59 % is represented by broilers . The number of fattened chickens 
increased by 22.88 % from a year to another. 

Meat Production in terms of live weight increased from a year to 
another. The live weight of the slaughtered cattle was 333,282 tons in 2007 , 
by 4.80 % higher than in 2006 (318,000 tons ). The live weight of the 
slaughtered pigs was 641,505 tons in 2007, by 3.80 % higher than in 2006 
(618,000 tons ). In the year 2007, the live weight of the slaughtered sheep 
was 110,188 tons by 9.09 % higher than in 2006 (101,000 tons ). The live 
weight of slaughtered lambs represented 8.82 % of the  sheep live weight . 
In 2007 , an amount of 416,193 tons poultry live weight was slaughtered , 
being by 15.28 % higher than in the year 2006 (361,000 tons).The broilers 
live weight represented 97.18 % of slaughtered poultry live weight. 

 
Table 4.Meat Production in terms of Animal Live Weight (Tons ) 

Species 2006 2007 2007/2006 % 
Cattle 50,992 66,101 129.63 
Pigs 127,241 168,538 132.45 

Sheep 5,604 5,691 101.55 
Poultry 201,803 243,595 120.70 

Source: National Institute for Statistics , 2008 
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The average live weight at delivery . The  cattle average live weight 
increased by 4.24 % from  407.8 kg/head in 2006  to 425.1 kg/head in 2007. 
The average live weight of young slaughtered cattle represents 94.44 % of  
slaughtered cattle live weight. The average pig live weight was 102.6 kg in 
2007 compared to 97.8 kg in 2006 , that is by 4.90 % higher . In the year 
2007, the average sheep live weight was 29.1 kg /head by 6.98 % higher 
than in 2006 .The average lamb live weight at delivery was 14.6 kg in 2007 
and the average poultry live weight was 2.15 kg/head. 

 
Table 5. Average Animal Live Weight at Slaughter (kg/head) 

Species 2006 2007 2007/2006 % 
Cattle 407.8 425.1 104.24 
Pigs 97.8 102.6 104.90 

Sheep 27.2 29.1 106.98 
Poultry 2.1 2.1 100.00 

Source: National Institute for Statistics , 2008 
 

The slaughter ratio ( carcass weight/slaughter live weight x 100 ) 
increased from 49.69 % in 2006 to 50.09 % for cattle , from 72 % to 73.13 
% for pigs , but it decreased from 45.6 % to 44.82 % for sheep and from 
76.76 % to 75.61 % for poultry as shown in Table 6. 
 

Table 6. Average Slaughter Ratio (%) 
Species 2006 2007 2007/2006 % 
Cattle 49.69 50.09 100.80 
Pigs 72.00 73.13 101.56 

Sheep 45.60 44.82 98.28 
Poultry 76.76 75.61 79.85 

 

The number of slaughter houses . Animal slaughtering and meat 
processing requires  specialized units , well endowed , according to the EU 
standards for assuring  food safety . In 2007, there were 978 slaughtering 
enterprises , of which  58.90 %  small processing enterprises (576  units) 
with less than 9 employees  and  41.40 % , that is , 402 enterprises with 
more than 9 employees  . About 2.86 % processing plants had more than 
250 employees and assure a high productivity . 

Technical Endowment. In order to cover the EU requirements 
related to the implementation of Quality Management System  and food 
safety , thousand Lei 702,555  have been invested in meat processing 
industry, of which 7.62 % in small business enterprises with less than 9 



FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL 

employees  and 43.54 % in larger enterprises with more than 250 
employees. 

The Turnover in meat processing industry. In the year 2007 , meat 
processing industry sales  counted for Million Lei 5,973.7 , meaning Lei 
6,108/enterprise in average. 

Profitability  depends on meat processing enterprise size , technical 
endowment, resource management . In general, the larger the meat 
processing company , the higher the profitability. In the year 2006 , gross 
profit totalized Lei Thousand 299,913 , of which -0.46 % ( loss rate)  in case 
of small enterprises (less than 9 employees )  , 5.07 % profit rate in case of 
the enterprises with 10-19 employees, 6 % profit rate for  larger enterprises 
with 20-49 employees, 25.07 %  profit rate for the processing factories with 
50-249 employees  and 64.38 % profit rate for enterprises with more than  
250 employed persons. In the year 2007, the average gross profit counted 
for Lei 313,557  per meat processing enterprise. 

Meat Consumption registered an increase for all sorts of meat. In 
2006, the average meat consumption per inhabitant was 64.9 kg , of which 
9.6 kg beef ( 14.79 % ) , 31.6 kg pork ( 48.69 % ) , 2.2 kg mutton ( 3.38 % ) 
and 21.5 kg poultry meat ( 33.12 % ). In the year 2007, the annual average 
consumption was 69.8 kg /capita , by 7.55 % more than in 2006. In 2007, 
the structure of meat consumption was the following one : 14.04 % beef , 
47.56 % pork, 3.58 % mutton and 32.10 % poultry meat ( Table 7 ). 

 
Table 7.Average Meat Consumption per Inhabitant 

Average annual consumption 
Kg/year/capita 

Average daily consumption 
g/day/capita 

Specification 

2006 2007 2007/2006 
% 

2006 2007 2007/2006 
% 

Total Meat 
Consumption, of 

which 

64.9 69.8 107.55 177.80 191.23 107.55 

Beef 9.6 9.8 102.08 26.3 26.84 102.05 
Pork 31.6 33.2 105.06 86.57 90.95 105.05 

Mutton and Goat 2.2 2.5 113.63 6.02 7.67 127.40 
Poultry 21.5 25.2 117.20 58.90 69.04 117.21 

 

Exports of Live animals and Meat .In the year 2007 , Romania’s 
total exports reached Euro Million 29,549 , of which Euro Millions 259.95 
live animals and food , Euro Millions 181.08 live animals and Euro Millions 
27.02  meat and organs. Therefore , the share of live animals   and meat in 
total exports was  the following one : 0.85 % food and live animals , 0.61 % 
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live animals and o.09 % meat and organs. The volume of the exported live 
animals and food of animal origin increased more rapidly than the volume 
of Romania’s total exports (Table 8 ). 

 
Table 8. Romania’s Exports and Imports of Live Animals and Meat 

Year MU Romania Live animals 
and Food 

Live animals Meat and 
organs 

EXPORTS 
Euro Mil. 25,850 211.33 153.54 15.86 2006 

% 100.00 0.81 0.59 0.06 
Euro Mil. 29,549 251.95 181.08 27.02 2007 

% 100.00 0.85 0.61 0.09 
2007/2006 % 114.30 119.22 117.93 170.36 

IMPORTS 
Euro Mil. 40,746 708.21 37.67 520.67 2006 

% 100.00 1.73 0.09 1.27 
Euro Mil. 51,322 870.87 47.44 552.85 2007 

% 100.00 1.69 0.09 1.07 
2007/2006 % 125.95 122.96 125.93 106.18 

EXPORT/IMPORT RATIO 
2006 - 0.63 0.30 4.07 0.03 
2007 - 0.58 0.28 3.81 0.05 

 

Imports of Live animals and Meat registered an increase in the year 
2007 compared to the level of 2006 as follows: 22.96 % for imported live 
animals and food, 25.93 % for live animals and 6.18 %  for meat and meat 
organs. In the year 2007, the import value of live animals and food  was 
Euro Million 870.87 , of which 5.44 % live animals and 63.48  %  meat and 
organs.  

Export/Import Ratio shows that Romania is a net importer country 
of live animals and food and also of meat  and organs  , because imports 
value is higher than exports value.  

 
CONCLUSIONS 

 
1. In the years 2006 and 2007 , the number of slaughtered cattle , pigs, sheep 
and  poultry increased  with a deep impact on meat production . 
2.The average animal live weight at  slaughter  recorded a slight increase 
with a positive effect upon meat production. 
3.Meat processing industry  is facing the EU requirements related to the 
assurance of quality management and food safety  and important 
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investments are destined to improve technical endowment , product quality 
and increase productivity. 
4.The larger the meat processing enterprises, the higher the profitability  in 
meat processing industry. 
5.Romania is a net importer country of live animals and food and also of 
meat  and meat organs , but a net exporter of live animals . 
6. The recover of meat production and consumption imposes a better 
infrastructure , high meat potential animals, a better feeding , production 
integration along the whole meat chain for assuring a higher profitability  
and food safety. 
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