
LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XII (2) 

SYLVOTOURISM IN BANAT MOUNTAIN  
- PRESENT AND FUTURE - 

 
SILVOTURISMUL ÎN BANATUL DE MUNTE  

- PREZENT ŞI VIITOR - 
 

I. CHISĂLIŢĂ1, MARIA M. MOATĂR1, CAROLINA 
ŞTEFAN1, C. BANU1 

 
1Banat University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Timişoara, 

Faculty of Horticulture and Forestry, Romania; ion_chisalita@yahoo.com 
 

Abstract: This paper describes the particular beauty that can be 
encountered in the Banat Mountain country, and routes, access roads, 
accommodation, the wonderful landscapes and activities may take place 
in this region. It runs sylvotourism programmes in order to capitalize the 
ecological value of the forest. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Most of the Banat Highlands Forests' among the oldest and most 
beautiful forests in Europe are administrated by the Sylvic County 
Department from Reşiţa. The Department runs sylvotourism programmes in 
order to capitalize the ecological value of the forest.  

The participants can discover an astonishing diversity of fascinating 
places untamed and filled with charm, where the spirit of secular forests can 
be felt. They can enjoy impressive mountains trails and can participate to 
exciting hunting and fishing parties. 

 
 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 
Cerna Valley- Beneath the spectacular peaks of Cerna and Mehedinţi 

Mountains, in the area of the black pine tree from Banat, at the 5th km of the 
fascinating valley of Cerna river, the exquisite Chalet “Seven Springs” 
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welcomes you. The chalet is being administrated by the Băile Herculane 
Local Sylvic Department.  

The charming atmosphere of the garden where the chalet is placed, 
to the gorgeous landscapes of the mountains and due to its swimming pool 
surrounded by apple trees and multi-colorized flowers, a highly attractive 
destination.  

The chalet provides high quality services for the tourists, who can 
also admire its magical surroundings from its balconies. Next to the caban 
there is “The Seven Springs Camping” area with cozy wooden huts which 
can host up to 32 tourists and also has a special barbecue place. 

The camping area can be found a little bit down the road, which is 
the best place for those who want to spend some time in nature, here can be 
hosted up to 30 tents. It is very attractive for those who want to spend some 
time in the crude nature. Here, on the Cerna's Valley there are also the world 
wide famous thermal springs, which are visited every year by the tourists 
from all over the world due to this springs' healthy cures.  

The legend says that Hercules himself had a bath in the springs and 
gaining new powers defeated the monstrous hydra. In 153 A.D. the Romans 
built in this place their famous thermal and the Habsburg Emperors, in the 
18th Century, built here, one of the brightest spas from Europe.  

Tourists can travel through the enchanting Valley of Cerna in order 
to discover its beauties or they can climb on the Plateau of Domogled 
Mountain, where they can find one of the most beautiful natural botanic 
garden from Europe.  

Crossing the interesting route of the Cerna Valley, at the 36th km, 
surrounded by a wonderful mountain landscape, one can also discover “The 
Schitul Chalet”. Here, the loftiness of the mountains, the roars of the Cerna 
river and the venerable trees create a fortifying ambience with multiple 
ways of relaxation.  

The Schitu Chalet can host up to 8 tourists in warm and comfortable 
conditions. Starting from this point you can follow the legendary places, 
where Hercules fought with the hydra.  

Teregova Area- After a 28 km road, passing Rusca Teregova, Poiana 
Ruscă and Higeg Valley, one can find the Bărănel Chalet, administrated by 
the Teregova Local Sylvic Department. Here, on the foothills of the 
Godeanu Massif, in a marvelous landscape, 14 tourists can find an excellent 
accommodation. From the chalet, one can take several hiking tracks 
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wandering through beautiful alpine landscape or can visit the new Rusca 
lake.  

This place is an ideal destination for those fond of hunting. Near by 
the chalet there are hunting observation points. Poiana Mărului Area- 12 km 
from the setting Zăvoi, going up the Valley of the Bistra River, we discover 
the Măru dam, an impressive hydro-energetic construction that dominates 
the entire valley.  

Beyond the dam lays the spectacular mirror of the Măru Lake with a 
unique charm, which invites you to go fishing or practice water sports. 8 km 
further, traveling trough a mountainous landscape rich in conifers and leafy 
trees, we arrive in the Poiana Mărului Resort, situated at the foot on the 
Ţarcu Mountains, at an altitude of 710 m.  

Here, we discover the hunting pavilion of the Oţelu-Roşu Local 
Sylvic Department, an attractive and hospitable chalet which offers good 
accommodation places for 10 tourists. In the proximity, there are hunting 
fields endowed with specific arrangements for feeding and observing the 
game, the place being favored mainly by bear hunters. From the chalet, one 
can travel through the wonderful Bistra Mărului Valley benefiting from the 
subalpine climate, appreciated for its therapeutic and toning virtues.  

One can take, from this place, several exceptional mountain hiking 
tracks towards the peaks Cuntu and Ţarcu and further, towards Vârful 
Pietrei, the highest peak of the Ţarcu Massif. Another attractive destination 
is the Muntele Mic resort is a superb place and filled with attractions, like 
skiing tuition and fascinating snow competitions. 

Bocşa Area- At a distance of 12 km from the town of Bocşa, 
traveling through stretched forests of cvercineae, situated in the hillock area 
of Banat, we discover the Smida Chalet, administrated by the Bocşa 
Montana Local Sylvic Department.  

The chalet can house up to 16 tourists and it is an attractive 
destination for hunting lovers. The forest here has important effectives of 
wild boars and it offers the chance of successful hunting parties.  

From the Berzovia-Buziaş road, driving for about 5 km of forest 
road, trough the heart of a forest that is renowed for its hunting grounds, the 
hospitable image of the Iersig Chalet, welcomes us. The chalet is under the 
administration of Bocşa Montana Local Sylvic Department.  

A cynegetic park that is well-known for the richness of its wildlife 
surrounds the chalet. Here, one can gather the most valuable trophies. The 
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chalet has 16 places for tourists and it is equipped at high standards. The 
tourists who come to the chalet can also visit the Iersig Pheasantry that is 
nearby, exhibited in special places.  

The Pheasantry produces around 20.000 pheasants to be exported, 
but also other effectives targeted towards the re-popularization of the 
hunting stock. For those who wish to hunt pheasants, Reşiţa Sylvic 
Department offers numerous hunting grounds, which are rich in this noble 
game. The Constantin Gruiescu Museum of aesthetic mineralogy from Ocna 
de Fier reveals to its visitors the impressive richness of minerals that exist in 
the subsoil of the Banat Highlands region.  

The area is also well-known for its traditions in pottery from the 
Biniş village, but also for the renewed vineyards of Tirol. Here one can taste 
noble wines of collection and the lakes in this area are very attractive for 
fishing and recreations. 

The Semenic Mountain - on the Semenic Mountain, at 1400 m 
altitude, lie the most famous century old forests. Near by the Semenic 
Mountain Resort, the visitor can find the Semenic Chalet. It is an attractive 
destination for those in love with the mountain.  

Administrated by the Nera Local Sylvic Department, the chalet can 
host up to 14 tourists and provide quality services ideal for recreation and 
rest. Starting from this point, you can make wonderful expeditions through 
the mountains and you can also visit the protected areas of the National Park 
of Semenic-Caraş Gorges. In “The Nera Springs” Forest Reservation, one 
can discover an amazing virgin forest, where the archetype of beech forest 
has been perpetuated since the post ice age era.  

These “giants of the forests”, ambassadors of the ancient times, are 
over 350 years old, have impressive diameters and huge heights that exceed 
55m. Every year, numerous groups of tourists come from different parts of 
Europe. In this extraordinary natural lab, the tourists can find and study 
“live” the primordial mysteries of the forest's flora.  

At the end of an exciting journey trough the secular forests, you are 
welcomed by the generous hospitality of forest rangers from the Almăj 
region, that is really impressive. The Semenic Mountain becomes a real 
paradise of the winter sports starting from early December of lasting up to 
the late days of spring.  

The waters region of Semenic provides plenty of choices as 
swimming, nautical sports and sport fishing during the summer season. At 
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the foot hills of the Semenic Mountains, surrounded by leafy and cone-
bearing forests, on the lovely Bârzava Valley there is the Semenic Trout-
Raising Centre, which is administrated by the Văliug Local Sylvic 
Department.  

Raising trout is a traditional occupation here of forest rangers and it 
has been performed with impressive results since 1902. The new and 
modern building of the Semenic Trout-Raising Centre can provide excellent 
accommodation for up to 8 tourists. The fresh and delicious trout is prepared 
according to traditional recipes used by the rangers. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

On the Oraviţa Local Sylvic Department, a kilometer from Răcăjdia 
Commune, one can discover the hunting chalet silhouette, with its pelicular 
roof. Named after the commune from the vicinity, the Oraviţa Local Sylvic 
Department chalet is an attractive destination and can provide 
accommodation for up to 8 tourists. From the chalet, one can take several 
hiking tracks to admire the marvelous landscape of the Oraviţa area, 
dominated by the Rol and Simion Mountains.  

Călugăra small convent represents a special destination. Built in 
1859, and situate dat the spring’s area of Ciclova river. Here, a waterfall on 
a limestone tuff, charms the tourists. In the Tir Garden, where the Local 
Oraviţa Sylvic Department is placed, a valuable dendrology park can also be 
found there. Oraviţa Old Theatre, inaugurated in 1817, with its impressive 
baroque architecture, is an unique destination and its worth visiting. 

After the visitor follows the road Oraviţa Chinchici, Potoc, he riches 
the cross-road at Bei Bridge, and important trail mark for accessing the 
National Park „Nera-Beunişniţa Gorges”. The visitor can choose at least 
three exceptional hiking tracks, from the numerous tourist guiding displayed 
on the board. Bei Valley Sylvic Chalet managed by the Sasca-Montană 
Local Sylvic Department is 3 km far from the Bei Bridge.  

Being situated in a marvelous landscape, the chalet represents a 
special destination for those charmed by the beauty and wildness of the 
nature they can find here. In the interior yard of the chalet there is 
Dendrologyc Park rich in exotic species.  

The chalet offers 12 accommodation places at high comfort 
standards. Near the chalet one can find the most spectacular area of the Park 
Karstic Spring Ochiul Bei is a rare beauty. The Beuşniţa Waterfalls are a 
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real limestone symphony; visitor can find the century old forests on 
limestone, an impressive flora with numerous species from the South, some 
of them pre-ice-age relics. Near the chalet, benefiting from the rich water 
resources of the area, there is a Bei Trout-Raising Centre, famous for the 
quality of trout breads and for the huck species from its pools. 

The rivers from the area are being repopulated with the trout breed 
from this center. The tourist can taste and enjoy the delicious trout 
specialties, prepared and serve dat the chalet. From Bei Bridge, one can 
travel trough the fascinating limestone area of the Nera Gorges and can 
enjoy spectacular karstic phenomena. Along the way of the wild gorges, one 
can find a karstic lake; situate dat the entrance of a cave. It's worth visiting 
for its uniqueness and beauty.  

The boat descending on the Nera River offers the visitor a new 
perspective of these marvelous lands. Starting from Anina, a famous mining 
town of region, we cross about 5 km of beautiful cone bearing forests and 
we meet Buhui Lake; the first man made lake from Romania which is laid 
on limestone rocks and built 1908. Here it is laid the Buhui Chalet, right on 
the lake shore where the land of the secular forest and the magic of the 
water gives you a profound calm.  

The chalet is managed by the Anina Local Sylvic Department. The 
chalet can host up to 12 tourists providing the best quality services and the 
opportunity to have a dream holiday. Starting from this point you can follow 
the most interesting routes of the Anina Mountains and you can also 
discover the splendor of the beach and cone-bearing forests of these 
mountains.  

The numerous karsts shapes also give a unique charm to this region. 
Cârneala chalet is another interesting place within Anina Local Sylvic 
Department surrounded by a fairy tale forest being met after 4 km walk on a 
forest road. The chalet can host up to 10 tourists providing them quality 
services.  

Following a narrow path through the woods you find well-known 
Caraş-Spring, placed into a wild and picturesque landscape. Near the chalet 
one can observe and study the life of the forests' wild fauna, from the special 
built watch towers around the chalet. 

Climbing down from Anina, after you pass the 45th Parallel, one can 
discover the Biniş Trout Breeding Farm, which is managed by the Bozovici 
Local Sylvic Department. The clean and pure water of Miniş River, doubled 
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by the professionalism of the breeding farm specialists contributes to the 
huge amounts of trout which are bred in these pools. You can choose here 
from the generous offer of the different trout meals cooked by appetizing 
recipes.  

The Trout Breeding Farm can be visited during the whole year. In its 
hospitable scenery, the Farm hosts game celebrations and the visitor can 
spend some unforgettable moments. The „Bigăr Spring” Natural 
Reservation can be found next to the Trout Breeding Farm with its 
fascinating spring and spectacular waterfall surrounded by a magic 
landscape completed by Columbului Mouth Lake which offers a great 
variety of spending the leisure time.  

Rudăria Valley is another charming tourist route because one can 
discover here the ancient watermills which are real jewels of the traditional 
hydraulic technology. The local culture also represents a fascinating 
challenge for those who step into these lands. The Almăj Land is an area 
with the best and most numerous brass bands from Banat, but also the area 
where the most outstanding folk festivals take place. 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
In the magic land of the Danube Gorges, 10 km away from Moldova 

Nouă Town, on the picturesque valley of Radimna, the visitor can find The 
Bârzava Chalet, which is administrated by the Moldova Nouă Local Sylvic  
Department can provide host and high quality service for up to 16 tourists.  

Starting from this point, one can travel through the area of „ The 
Iron Gates” Natural Park, which offers you an interesting variety of species, 
natural living places and wonderful landscapes. „The Big Valley 
Reservation”, placed in the forestry fond of this department, is well-known 
for its rare protected species and its caves.  

The wet lands „Balta Nera” and „Moldova Veche Island” attract you 
with the marvelous word of the water birds, which you can observe and 
record from the special watch towers. While taking a trip along the beautiful 
road of the Danube's shore, under the supervision of the Berzasca Local 
Sylvic Department, the visitor is surprised by the chalet's position right on 
the shore of the old and famous river of the Cozla Chalet.  

The magic of the water with its wealthy fish fauna fascinated the 
devoted fishermen. This can be starting point of different hiking routes 
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along the wonderful valley of Sirina and to the hunters watch towers from 
the area.  

A cruise through the area of the Danube's Hollows makes an 
unforgettable event for each and every tourist. Only here you can admire 
wild, magnificent and unique landscapes and you can also discover the 
historical landmarks of this region. The Cozla Chalet provides high-quality 
services for up to 16 tourists and a large variety of active relaxation. The 
chalet's restaurant is very attractive, as well. This is the ideal place for those 
who feel romantic. 
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