
LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XII (2) 

EVOLUTION OF D.O.C. AUTHORIZED WINE-GROWING AREAS 
DURING 2006-2009 

 
EVOLUŢIA SUPRAFEŢELOR DE VIN AUTORIZATE DOC ÎN 

INTERVALUL 2006-2009 
 

D. POPA1  
 

1University of  Oradea, Faculty of Environment Protection, Oradea, Romania;; 
exeget@rdsor.ro 

 
Abstract: Analyzing the evolution of the vine area authorized to produce 
wines with denomination of controlled origin (DOC) during 2006-2009, 
we can notice a decrease in area from 17,997 ha to 22,555. This decrease 
is not at all in accordance with EU policy to increase wine quality and 
funding efforts of this option. Major causes of this trend of decrease are 
related to costs, restrictions and formalities of authorization, as well as 
informing and educating the consumer to pay the price for the quality 
justified by DOC. This trend and related reasons are a warning to wine 
growing area, with major consequences in production, marketing and 
heritage. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Increasing the competitiveness of wine, on domestic, but especially 

on foreign markets, will be based on increasing the quality and personality 
of the wine through controlled recruitment and certification of controlled 
origin. 

Regarding wine, European policy is considering extending the vine 
areas of quality wines by replacing the inferior ones, by implementing 
culture technologies that exploit variety in relation to climatic conditions 
and supply winemaking equipment units with the latest technology that 
protects and enhances quality. 
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MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
In Romania, the reconversion and restructuring plantations program 

considers to replace poor quality varieties and moving the sites in areas with 
more favorable climatic and orographic conditions, as well as the 
modernization of existing plantations. Important steps have been in wine-
making, both in equipping with modern lines and implementation of 
technologies that allow increased quality and competitiveness of Romanian 
wines. 

This state of facts should normally be reflected in the growth of vine 
areas authorized to produce wines with denomination of controlled origin. 

Analyzing the situation of vine areas authorized to produce wines 
with denomination of controlled origin in Romania during 2006-2009, we 
can conclude that it does not confirm nor the evolution, nor the interest to 
increase the quality, if we define quality the certified DOC wines. 
 

Wine-growing areas for DOC wines 
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Analyzing the past four years, 2006-2009, we can notice a clear 
decreasing trend of authorized areas, from 22,555 in 2006 to 17,997 in 
2009. 
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To get a clearer picture of the evolution of wine-growing areas DOC 
authorized for the observed period, we will analyze the evolution in all 32 
authorized with denomination of controlled origin areas in Romania. 

 
Table no. 1 

DENOMINATION OF 
CONTROLLED ORIGIN 

2006 
 
(hectares) 

2007 
 
(hectares) 

2008 
2009 
(hectares) 

AIUD 153.01 28.78 37.42 

ALBA 27.07 17.51 27.11 
BABADAG 1,326.83 1,320 1,135.85 

BANAT 278.66 278.66 278.66 

BANU MĂRĂCINE 28.79 29.49 0 

BOHOTIN 281.9 282.9 278 

CERNĂTEŞTI-PODGORIA 0 0 0 

COTEŞTI 1,350.68 1,123.95 962 
COTNARI 1,438.3 1,409.2 1,387.03 

CRIŞANA 10.3 0 0 
DEALU BUJOR 459.11 355.44 266.32 
DEALU MARE 2,081.5 2,520.51 2,216.25 

DRĂGĂŞANI 27.6 30.3 20.6 
HUŞI 1,651.2 1,456.1 1,266.8 
IANA 193.53 341.14 180 
IAŞI 675.9 663.9 442.7 

LECHINŢA 81.65 63.92 43.49 
MEHEDINŢI 894.33 874.73 595.39 

MINIŞ 346.79 258.1 168.23 
MURFATLAR 3,744.45 3,759.33 3,715.42 
NICOREŞTI 871.38 572.76 179.81 
ODOOBEŞTI 1,067.05 884.87 264.76 
OLTINA 842.76 925.05 1,001.53 

PANCIU 944 945 665 
PIETROASA 116.77 116.77 76.99 

RECAŞ 459.51 112.14 105.75 

SÂMBUREŞTI 124.3 90.7 36.75 
SARICA NICULIŢEL 1,601.95 1,217.53 835.36 
SEBEŞ-APOLD 47.75 47.75 78.95 
SEGARCEA 215.32 254.23 156.43 

ŞTEFĂNEŞTI 83 83 0 
TÂRNAVE 1,129.61 1,188.24 1,574.4 

TOTAL HA 22,555 21,252 1,7997 
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From the analysis of each denomination of origin, we can notice a 
decrease in authorized areas in most vineyards, with few exceptions. Banat 
area retains the authorization of 278.66 hectares in all four authorized years. 
Aiud area, from 153.01 ha in 2006, decreased to 28.78 ha in 2007, then 
increased to 37.42. A similar trend we can notice in Alba: after the 
decreasing to 17.51 ha in 2007 there was an increase and a return to the 
2006 situation (27.11 ha) in 2008/2009. A dramatic decrease we can notice 
in Odobeşti, where from the 1067.05 ha authorized in 2006, the area 
decreased to 264.76 in 2008/2009. A similar situation can be noticed in 
Recas area, where authorized area decreased from 459.51 ha in 2006 to 
105.75 in 2008/2009. 

Steady and consistent growth can be noticed in only three authorized 
areas, as follows: 

• Sebes-Apold area: from 47.75 hectares authorized in 2006, the area 
increased to 78.95 hectares in 2008/2009; 

• Oltina area: from 842.76 ha authorized in 2006, the area increased to 
1001.53 hectares in 2008/2009; 

• Tarnave area: from 1,129.61 ha in 2006, increased to 1,574.4 in 
2008/2009. 

Analyzing the evolution of vine areas with white and red varieties DOC 
authorized during 2006-2008/2009 period, we have the following 
representation: 

Graphic no.2 
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Surface with white grape varieties authorized DOC is 15,372 
hectares in 2006 and falling steadily, reaching 14,409 in 2007 to 12,478 in 
2008/2009. DOC red grape permitted areas are 7183 ha in 2006, decreasing 
to 6843 in 2007, authorized DOC 5519 ha in 2008/2009. 
 Relationship between living areas with white and red varieties are 
clearly in favor of white areas due to the fact the majority of their total 
national wealth (70%), but the trend, as shown in the analysis, is in constant 
decline for both areas for white grapes, and where areas for grape tomatoes. 
 Analyzing the evolution of surface DOC approved and Romanian 
varieties during 2006-2009, we have the following situation: 
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Foreign varieties cover the most part of the area, with a downward 

trend from 13,602 in 2006 to 11,342 in 2008/2009. Romanian authorized 
varieties were 8,953 in 2006, reaching 6,655 in 2008/2009. 

These areas are also motivated by the structure of existing varieties 
on Romanian plantations and their competence to be certified as DOC. 
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Evolution of the first 5 white wine grape varieties authorized as DOC during 
2006-2009 

Graphic no.3 
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We can notice from this analysis a downward trend in authorized 
areas for the analyzed period, with one exception: Sauvignon Blanc variety, 
which has a slight upward trend. 

Among authorized white varieties, Feteasca Regala maintains 
supremacy both as a heritage area and as DOC authorized area. 

As for the red wines, evolution of the first 5 grape varieties 
authorized as DOC presents the following situation for the period 2006-
2009. 

Graphic no. 4 
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It is clear from this analysis that Merlot variety holds supremacy, 

both in wine-growing heritage and as authorized area. In terms of area 
development for the analyzed period, we can see a dramatic decrease of the 
surface with Merlot in 2008/2009 compared to 2007 and also a steadiness 
for the areas with Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot Noir and Feteasca Neagra for 
the analyzed period. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 
It is clear from this analysis that Merlot variety holds supremacy, 

both in wine-growing heritage and as authorized area. In terms of area 
development for the analyzed period, we can see a dramatic decrease of the 
surface with Merlot in 2008/2009 compared to 2007 and also a steadiness 
for the areas with Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot Noir and Feteasca Neagra for 
the analyzed period. 

This situation of DOC authorized areas is not at all in accordance 
with the conversion and restructuring, and nor with the trends and European 
goals in production and consumption. Decreased authorized areas does not 
necessarily mean the actual reduction of areas planted with vineyards, 
authorization being an option for producers to trade authorized DOC wines 
on the market. 

One of the reasons for the decrease of surfaces authorized as DOC 
are the phases, documents and costs for authorization, approaches involving 
at least one year prior authorization and a series of inspections and 
certifications. Also, another reason is the restrictions on production per 
hectare for each variety, which ultimately reduces economic efficiency. 

A major reason may be the market reaction to these wines authorized 
as DOC, which are not well known yet in order to be a criterion of choice. 
Romanian consumer is still uninformed, wine being a generic product, still 
major differences being between red and white wines or between plastic or 
glass bottles. 

The manufacturer in this situation uses the GI (geographical 
indication) category, which keeps the variety and brand on the label, 
sufficient information to Romanian consumers, who choose wine by the 
manufacturer and price. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
In conclusion, this downward trend has objective reasons and it can 

be corrected by positioning the category of authorized DOC wines on the 
market, by informing and educating the consumer, and also by involving, 
informing and stimulating producers to authorize their vine areas having 
potential for DOC certification. 
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