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Abstract: This paper aims to explore these issues: 
1. The structure of foreign trade with agricultural products; 
2. Evolution of the ratio of import and export of these products  
3. Important role of import in food security. 
4. share of total exports of food exports; 
5. unfavorable gap between exports and imports and increasing 
consumption of agricultural and food import dependence. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

In 1995 food holds 6.1% of total Romanian exports and only 2.2% in 
2007.Imports of food products in 1995 represented 6.2% and 5.2% in 
2007.Between 1995-2007 the ratio of exports and imports (with some 
exceptions has been unfavorable in the sense that imports grew much faster. 
 
 

MATERIAL AND METHODS, RESULTS AND DISCUTION 
 
Analyzing the relationship between imports and exports between 

1995 and 2007 finds that: 
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- 2007 faster growth of imports over exports were registered for: 
food and beverages, food and live animals, meat and meat products, (where 
the export was over 10 times lower than export), for dairy etc. 

- faster growth of imports over exports has negatively influenced the 
trade balance and led to an increased reliance on domestic consumption of 
these products before import. 

 
Table no. 1 

Import-export raport 
 

No Name 1995 2007 
1. Food & Beverage 1,7 time 3,4 time 
2. Food and live animals 1,9  time 4,04 time 
3. Meat and meat 1,1 time 10,6 time 
4. Dairy products and birds' eggs 2,4 time 7,5 time 
5. Cereals and cereal preparations 2,2 time 2,42 time 
6. Fruits and vegetables - 5,1 time 
7. Sugar and sugar preparations and honey-based - 6,7 time 
8. Beverages and tobacco 3,0 time 1,6 time 
9. Vegetable and animal oils and fats 0,37 time 2,3 time 
Source: NIS, Statistical Yearbook of Romania 1996 and 2008 

 
Despite this imbalance between export and import situation was 

better in 2007 than in 1990 when imports were higher than exports to: 
- live animals and animal products - 15, 3 times; 
- meat - 58, 4 times; 
- dairy, eggs and honey - 70,1 times; 
- food, beverages and tobacco - 18,7 times. 
In 2007 the total Romanian exports of agricultural products and live 

animals with grain cereal preparations accounted for 56.2% which reflect 
decreased export of processed products while import these products 
accounted for only 18.9%. 

Branches of national economy exports belonging to agriculture, 
hunting, forestry and fishery in 2005 represent 1.8% and 2.1% in 2007. 
Total exports for this sector in 2005 was 1.45% and in 2007 of 2.08%  
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Table no. 2 

% Primary sector in total export and import* Romanian in 2005 and 2007 
 

Denumirea 2005 2007 2007/2005 
(+-) 

EXPORT 
(million 
Euro) 

% (milion 
Euro) 

% (milion 
Euro) 

% 

Agriculture, hunting, 
fisheries, forestry 

414 1,8 638 2,1 224 -0,3 

IMPORT 
(milion 
Euro) 

% (milion 
Euro) 

% (milion 
Euro) 

% 

Agriculture, 

hunting, fisheries, 

forestry 

475 1,45 1071 2,10 596 -0,65 

       Source: NIS, Statistical Yearbook of Romania 1996 and 2008 
 

It found that in those 2 years the export sector was lower than 
imports, respectively: 

- 61 million euros in 2005 
- 596 million euros in 2007 
The ratio of imports and exports in 2005 was 1.14 times and 1.67 in 

2007. 
Analyzing the resulting table as the main foreign trade partner of Romania 
is the EU-27 (73.4% and 71.3% 0la export how to import. 

If EU food exports has the highest share in: live animals and animal 
products, vegetable products, but only 34.9% in food, beverages and 
tobacco. 

Import% unite large live animals and animal products and vegetable 
products. 
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Table no. 3 
EU – 27 share in international trade of Romania in 2007 

Total Comert 
exterior  

 UE 27 Name 

Milion Euro  % Milion 
Euro  

% 

 EXPORT 
of which: 

29.549 100,0 21.690 73,4 

- Live animals and animal 
products 

260,0 100,0 200,4 77,1 

- Vegetable products 298,0 100,0 254,0 85,2 
- Animal or vegetable fats and 

oils 
62,0 100,0 57,0  

- Food, beverages and tobacco 804,0 100,0 280,8 34,9 

IMPORT 
of which: 

51.322 100,0 36.587 71,3 

- Live animals and animal 
products 

875,0 100,0 791,0 90,4 

- Vegetable products 1.014,0 100,0 626,0 61,7 
- Animal or vegetable fats and 

oils 
143,0 100,0 77,0 53,8 

- Food, beverages and tobacco 2.101,0 100,0 947 45,1 
       Source: NIS, Statistical Yearbook of Romania 2008 

Table no. 4 
The main partners in the U.E. export of agricultural products (%) 

Name 
Country 

Live animals 
and products 

name 

Products of 
animal fats and 
vegetable oils 

animal food 
products 

beverages 
and tobacco 

Italy 26,7 27,3 - 29,4 
Greece 19,7 - - - 
Bulgaria 11,0 - 23,7 12,7 
Germany - - 15,8 - 
Spain  10,4   
Hungary  10,3 36,1 14,4 
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       Source: NIS, Statistical Yearbook of Romania 2008 
Analyzing the main export partners in EU countries is seen as the first three places 

in the four product groups analyzed are countries with which Romania traditional 
commercial relations.Thus: 
- Products and live animals Italy tops (as %) in total this group of products; 
-Vegetable products all Italy ranks first; 
-Vegetable fats and oils in the first place is situated Hungary 
- The last group analyzed in the table (food, beverages and tobacco) main partner is Italy. 

 
Table no. 5 

The main partners in the U. E. import agricultural products (%) 
 

Name 
Country 

Live animals 
and products 

name 

Products of 
animal fats and 
vegetable oils 

animal 
food 

products 

beverages 
and 

tobacco 
Hungary 16,4 29,7 - 20,5 
Hohland 14,6 12,4 19,1 - 
Polska 7,0 - - 11,0 
Italy - 10,8 15,1 - 
Germany - - 13,5 15,8 
       Source: calculation based on  Statistical Yearbook of Romania 2008 

 
 

Regarding the place to import the four main product groups the situation is as follows: 
- The first group, live animals and animal products main import partner is 

Hungary, the same situation occurred and plant products; 
- In respect to vegetable fats and oils main import partner is Germany followed by 

Italy and Netherlands; 
- Food, beverages and tobacco imported into most abundant in Hungary 

 
 

 
 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

 
Content of the paper is about the following aspects: 
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- imports of agricultural products is higher than exports, compared 
with the unnatural situation of our country's agricultural potential; 

- import share has a still too high in food demand, unreasonable 
situation; 

- EU is the main partner in both imports as well as the export of 
foodstuffs; 

- EU member countries holding the most important place in foreign 
trade with agricultural products of Romania are Hungary, Italy. 
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