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Abstract: The paper addresses the issue of sustainable development in 
terms of concept and approaches in the European Union in relation to 
international developments. Sustainable development requires large 
amplitude changes, designed to incorporate environmental costs in prices 
and produce significant changes in individual or collective behavior. 
Guiding principles of policy decisions arising from the Fifth Community 
Programme of Policy and Action on Environment and Sustainable 
Development reflects the precautionary approach and the concept of 
sharing responsibilities.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Late '70s marked step towards a new philosophy of environmental 
policies, built around the concept of sustainable development. The Fifth 
Community Programme of Policy and Action for Environment and 
Sustainable Development, launched by the European Commission is a new 
policy, released in response to the current situation, because few concrete 
steps were taken toward ensuring the functionality of natural systems.  

Components most effective and economic policy environment is the 
set of measures and means to change the production and consumption 
behavior of the civil society as a whole. Implying all users to change the 
environment, raising the awareness of the multidimensional scale of natural 
systems, recognizing the role of collective effort to support the preservation 
of the environment, are essential elements for achieving the objectives 
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contained in the generic name of "sustainable development". Changing the 
production and consumption must become a constant and consistent 
concern, born of the recognition and reflection of biological cycles, 
environmental laws whose effects are less perceptible to the economic time 
scale.  

Concept of sustainable development. 
EU proposes new strategy of sustainable development path, which 

implies convergence of the following approaches:  
• recognition and proper preservation of the environment, natural 

resources, as a foundation for the perennial human activities and socio-
economic development;  

• production flow management, in all its phases (manufacturing, 
consumer use) in a manner that, given the limited resources of raw 
materials, should facilitate and encourage reuse and recycling at an optimal 
level to avoid losses and depletion of natural resources;  

• Civil society behavioral changes consistent with the limited natural 
resources, so consumption or use by an individual should not be biased 
against others, as natural resources by a generation not restrict consumption 
possibilities for future generations.  

Sustainability criteria under the policy guidelines cover the 
following aspects: economic evaluation of cost and environmental benefits, 
avoiding degradation of natural capital, especially the limited one, whenever 
possible, to avoid irreversible processes, exploitation of renewable 
resources, the sustainable yield or mediation projects to compensate for non-
renewable natural resources, assigning values and setting "green" prices to 
be applied in real social and economic processes.  

In agreement with the European Council declaration on 
environmental imperatives, the principles guiding policy decisions arising 
from the Fifth Community Programme of Policy and Action for 
Environment and Sustainable Development reflects the precautionary 
approach and the concept of sharing responsibilities, in the latter case 
meaning, the actual implementation of the polluter-pays principle.  

The European Community is an example of the efforts for legal 
systems, to standardize these in the context of a community of interest. 
Objective of liberalization of the movement of goods requires a delicate 
balance between the imperative to maximize the gains of trade and 
environment, both made expressly for the Single European Act. In this case, 
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it appears that the harmonization of policies is a basic postulate, that the 
limited liability principle of subsidiarity promoted policies (environmental 
or other fields) and decision-making should remain primarily the 
responsibility of the decentralized authorities and may assume the best. 
Only when community interests are addressed and a decision is required in 
this area, responsibility is transferred to the European Union.  

Thus, objectives, theses and emission standards are a matter of 
national problems as long as they do not obstruct the trade and allow 
transboundary pollution. Rather, the rules that are not entirely the product of 
the Member States should be harmonized at Community level, even if each 
country is free to adopt stricter national rules, provided these do not to 
restrict imports of identical products which comply with EU rules. In this 
case we can identify the principle of mutual recognition that any product 
manufactured or distributed lawfully in a country should have free access to 
all Member States. However, trade restrictions can be accepted in 
exceptional circumstances where environmental and health so requires, if it 
is not explicit or covert tariff barriers, discriminatory measures that do not 
apply.  

In this respect, we can remember the famous case of "Danish 
packaging for beverages. In 1988 Denmark has implemented a system of 
generalized consignment for packaging beverages. Law stipulates that beer 
and soft drinks, regardless of origin, must be put up in bottles recovered and 
reused. This law was challenged in the European Court, considering that 
introduce non-tariff barrier to imports of such beverages. But the Court held 
that the measure is justified in relation to environmental requirements, even 
if Denmark could not prove that it contained a major impact. The Court 
added that 'there must be a balance of interests between the free movement 
of goods and environmental protection”, even if, in order to achieve this 
balance they will have to reduce their protection rules.  

Sustainability is based on the idea that human activities are 
dependent on environment and resources, and that health, social security 
and economic stability of society are essential in defining quality of life.  

There is also a series of questions awaiting an answer, like: what is 
sustainability, how can we reconcile economic and social progress without 
endangering the natural balance of the Planet, how we distribute wealth 
between developed countries and the less developed, how we ensure a 
decent living for millions of men, women and children in danger, where the 
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planet already seems stifled by excessive exploitation of natural resources, 
in order to leave a healthy planet to our children. The answer to these 
questions is included in the concept of sustainable development.  

The concept of sustainable development means all forms and 
methods of socio-economic development, whose background is primarily to 
ensure a balance between socio-economic systems and elements of natural 
capital.  

Sustainable development pursues and tries to find a stable theoretical 
framework to base decisions on cases involving a relationship between 
human factors and environment, be it environmental, economic or social.  

Although sustainable development was initially meant to be a 
solution to ecological crisis caused by intense industrial exploitation of 
resources and continuing degradation of the environment and aimed 
primarily to preserve environmental quality, currently the concept quality of 
life has grown in complexity, and as economic and social. Subjects of 
sustainable development now include the concern for justice and equity 
between states, not only between generations.  

The concept of sustainable development suggests that the awareness 
of the effects of our actions on the environment and our future will affect us 
and also provides methods by which human activities do not harm nature. 
These methods concern mainly the following aspects: reducing consumption 
of resources, protection against pollution, recycling of resources, protection 
of resources.  

 
DEVELOPMENTS AND APPROACHES TO SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 
Internationally, the sustainable development concept was born 

almost 40 years ago in response to the emergence of environmental and 
natural resources crisis, particularly those related to energy.  

In 1972, the Stockholm United Nations Conference takes place in 
which the 113 nations present expressed their concerns about how human 
activity affects the environment. Are highlighted problems of pollution, 
resource destruction, environmental damage, danger of disappearance of 
species and the need to increase the living standard of people. The 
conference put in evidence the indissoluble link between the quality of life 
and environmental quality for present and future generations and recognized 
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that human activities contribute to the deterioration of environment which 
endangers our future.  

In 1985, as the ozone hole over the Antarctic was discovered, the 
Vienna Convention began seeking solutions to reduce consumption of 
substances harmful to the ozone protective layer surrounding the Planet.  

In 1986, took place the work of the World Commission on 
Environment and Development (WCED), by a resolution adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly, aimed at studying the dynamics of 
environmental deterioration and offering solutions on long-term 
sustainability of human society which noted that there were two major 
issues:  

- development is not just higher profits and higher standards of 
living for a small percentage of the population, but rising living standards 
for all;  

- development should not involve the destruction or reckless use of 
our natural resources or environmental pollution.  

Sustainable development is the great challenge of this century. Key 
issue for sustainable development is the opposition between the needs of 
population growth and limits of the Planet's resources and environmental 
degradation continues. In current depletion of resources, emphasis on 
pollution and population growth, many experts believe that the very survival 
of the human species depends on the extent that it becomes reality.  

In 1987, a year after the Chernobyl disaster, the WCED report was 
the most cited for the definition of sustainable development: sustainable 
development is aimed at the needs of present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their needs.  

The term sustainable development has started to become widely 
known after the Conference on Environment and Development, organized 
by the United Nations in Rio de Janeiro in the summer of 1992, known as 
the Earth's Summit, attended by representatives from some 170 countries. 
This resulted in developing several conventions on climate change 
(emissions of methane and carbon dioxide), biological diversity (species 
conservation) and stopping deforestation. Nations present agreed on a plan 
for sustainable development called Agenda 21 and the two sets of principles: 
the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and the Forest 
Principles.  
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Local Agenda 21 (sustainable development plan to support) is a 
process of participatory planning in sustainable development, process-
oriented integration of values and principles of sustainable development into 
country policies and actions of local authorities, citizen involvement in local 
decision making, promoting partnerships between social sectors.  

Ten years after the Rio Conference, in 2002 in Johannesburg took 
place the Summit on Sustainable Development. The main issues discussed 
were: reducing the number of those who have no access to drinking water 
reserves, from 1 billion to 500 million by 2015, halving the number of those 
who have unhealthy conditions corresponding to 1.2 billion, increased using 
sustainable energy sources and rebuilding herds exhausted fish.  

Kyoto Protocol was an international environmental agreement, as 
negotiated in December 1997 by 160 countries and provides for 
industrialized countries to reduce emissions by 5.2% in 2008-2012 
compared to 1990. It entered into force in October 2004 after ratifying the 
Protocol by Russia. Among countries that have ratified the Protocol and the 
United States is responsible at that time for more than 40% of total 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

Sustainable development has become an objective of the European 
Union since 1993, when it was included in the Maastricht Treaty and in 
2001 at the Gothenburg Summit of Sustainable Development Strategy was 
adopted by the European Union, which has been added an external 
dimension in Barcelona in 2002.  

In Romania, Sustainable Development Division of the National 
Agency for Environmental Protection was established in May 2005 and 
works for Supplemental Environmental Planning.  

Reporting data flows within the EU is through the Network EIONET 
data provided by the National Reference Centers for the following areas: air 
quality, climate change, protected areas, soils contaminated water.  

In 2005 the Commission started a process to revise the Sustainable 
Development Strategy, which began by publishing a critical assessment of 
progress in relation to 2001 and has highlighted several new directions. In 
this context, it was pointed out the actions of non sustainable development 
had negative effects: climate change, public health threats, increased 
poverty and social exclusion, natural resource depletion and damage to 
biodiversity.  
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First, the Heads of State and Government of the EU adopted a 
declaration on guidelines for sustainable development, which argued that 
the renewed Lisbon Agenda is an essential component of the overarching 
objective of sustainable development. After consulting with several 
institutions and individuals involved, the Commission presented a proposal 
for Revision. This is focusing on 6 priorities: climate change, health, social 
exclusion, transport, natural resources and poverty. There were identified 
the ways to be followed to solve these problems.  

The Sustainable Development Strategy was adopted in June 2006 for 
an enlarged European Union based on the Gothenburg strategy and 
outcome of the process that begun in 2004.  

Between 7-18 December 2009, leaders of 192 countries attended the 
15th Session United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(COP 15) held in Copenhagen.  

To determine the position of the European Union (EU) for the 
Conference, the Council of Europe (CE) adopted conclusions based on 
negotiating an international agreement on climate protection, to take effect 
immediately after the Kyoto Protocol. Copenhagen decisions will come into 
force on January 1, 2013 and will replace the last attempt to save nature, the 
Kyoto Protocol. United Nations Environment Conference in Copenhagen 
was described by scientists as the most important summit that has ever 
existed.  

The most important topics of the negotiations were the targets for 
reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases, especially by the developed 
countries, financial support for developing countries, to adapt to climate 
change, stop destroying the planet's forests.  

Copenhagen Summit was on the point of failure because of the 
objections raised by the United States and China. According to the original 
document, rich countries should reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases 
by 80% by 2050 and developing ones by up to 30 percent. The compromise 
was made and agreed on reducing the average temperature is two degrees by 
2050. This project was made previously and an agreement on financial 
assistance to poor countries to receive support in dealing with climate 
changes.  

The final agreement was criticized by Greenpeace and the G-77 
China, which includes many poor countries.  
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CONCLUSIONS 
Sustainable development requires large amplitude changes, designed 

to incorporate environmental costs in prices and produce significant changes 
in individual or collective behavior.  

Sustainable development is not possible without the contribution of 
each individual. Hence the social responsibility of every citizen. Disposal of 
waste in specialized centers, consumption of organic products, energy 
saving, however long-term effects, are, in other words, the sides of 
sustainability. Once the glass is half empty, but a current reality: organic 
consumption can be achieved only in conditions in which the consumer can 
afford, say, in a socially acceptable environment.  
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