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Abstract: Depending upon rural sector, Pakistan has an agrarian-based 
economy. Its contributions to GDP have been great in the past although 
in the recent years economy has skewed towards industries. The country 
is self-sufficient in food grains, fruits and vegetables and exports the 
significant portions of its production. The country produces the best 
quality cotton and rice, enjoying monopolies in the international market. 
Among the fruits - mangoes and citrus meet the world’s quality standards. 
Unfortunately, the country has not paid enough and due attention to its 
highly valuable rural commodities and precious resources that could not 
only be the viable tools for development but also the source of reasonable 
foreign exchange. In the article, it is argued that scientific management of 
rural resources can help improving the rural livelihoods and realizing 
sustainable development. The article examines various management and 
developmental options.  
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INTRODUCTION 
Agriculture is the mainstay of Pakistan’s economy and farming is Pakistan's 
largest economic activity (Baig et al., 2009; GOP, 2008-09). Nearly twenty-
two percent of total output (GDP) and 44.7 percent of total employment is 
generated in agriculture. It also contributes substantially to Pakistan’s 
exports. Agriculture also contributes to growth as a supplier of raw 
materials to industry as well as market for industrial products. Some 67 
percent of country’s population living in rural areas is directly or indirectly 
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linked with agriculture for their livelihood (Baig et al., 2009). Whatever 
happens to agriculture is bound to affect not only the country’s growth 
performance but to a large segment of the country’s population as well 
(GOP, 2006). Agricultural products, especially cotton yarn, cotton cloth, 
raw cotton, and rice, are important exports. Although there is agricultural 
activity in all areas of Pakistan, most crops are grown in the Indus River 
plain in Punjab and Sindh. Considerable development and expansion of 
output has occurred; however, the country is still far from realizing the large 
potential yield that the well-irrigated and fertile soil from the Indus 
irrigation system could produce (GOP, 2008-09). 
Over the last many years agriculture growth has witnessed variable trends in 
terms of production. During the years (2000-01 and 2001-02), the country 
experienced the crippling drought, which badly affected its agriculture and 
eventually overall growth in agriculture turned negative for these two years. 
In the preceding years (2002-03 to 2004-05), relatively better availability of 
irrigation water had positive impact on overall agricultural growth and this 
sector exhibited modest to strong recovery (GOP, 2006). Presently the 
country is going through the extreme water shortages, severely and 
adversely affecting the crop yields. 
Despite of all the factors affecting the yields, yet Pakistan is struggling to 
gain food security (Baig et al., 2009; Baig, 2009) and realize surpluses for 
export at competitive prices. In order to be successful in achieving these 
goals, the country will have to have efficient development and utilization of 
agricultural resources. Costs of production of various crops are relatively 
not competitive due to low productivity attributed mainly to inefficient 
farming practices. Farm operations being time specific, demand precision to 
optimize the efficiencies of agricultural input for higher productivity. The 
future changes of free market economy and faster globalization have further 
necessitated modernization of agricultural machinery through transfer of 
latest, efficient and cost effective technologies to the farming community 
(GOP, 2008-09). To meet the food requirements of ever growing population 
and to address the challenges faced by the agriculture sector in the present 
scenario the country needs a comprehensive strategy focusing on efficient 
use of scarce agriculture resources, development of skilled human resources 
and suitable support policies. In this article, an effort has been made to 
establish that sustainable agriculture results the vibrant economy and causes 
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development. It is also presumed that good management options for 
agriculture can lead realizing sustainable rural development. 
4.0  An overview of agricultural sector in Pakistan 
In spite of structural shift towards industrialization, agriculture sector is still 
the largest sector of the economy with deep impact on socio-economic set 
up. It is the source of the livelihood of almost 44.7 percent of the total 
employed labour force in the country. With the present contribution to GDP 
at 21.8 percent, agriculture sector is the mainstay of the rural economy 
around which socio-economic privileges and deprivations revolve (Baig, 
2009). 

Crop situation 
There are two principal crop seasons in Pakistan, namely the "Kharif", the 
sowing season of which begins in April-June and harvesting during 
October-December; and the "Rabi", which begins in October-December and 
ends in April-May. Rice, sugarcane, cotton, maize, mung, mash, millet and 
sorghum are major Kharif season crops; while in Rabi season - wheat, gram, 
lentil, tobacco, rapeseed, barley and mustard are major "Rabi" season crops 
(PSPB, 2005).  
Major crops, such as, wheat, rice, cotton and sugarcane account for 89.1 
percent of the value added in the major crops. The value added in major 
crops accounts for 33.4 percent of the value added in overall agriculture. 
Thus, the four major crops (wheat, rice, cotton, and sugarcane), on average, 
contribute 29.8 percent to the value added in overall agriculture and 6.5 
percent to GDP. The minor crops account for 12.0 percent of the value 
added in overall agriculture. Livestock contributes 51.8 percent to 
agricultural value added – much more than the combined contribution of 
major and minor crops (45.4%) as reported in PSPB, (2005). 

Wheat 
Wheat is the main staple food of the country’s population and largest grain 
crop of the country.  It contributes 13.1 percent to the value added in 
agriculture and 2.8 percent to GDP. Area and production target of wheat for 
the year 2008-09 has been set at 8610 thousand hectares (area) and 25 
million tons (produce), respectively.  

Rice 
Rice is an important food cash crop. Basmati aromatic long grain rice of 
Pakistan enjoys monopoly in the world market and is known one of the 
main export items of the country.  The rice accounts for 5.9 percent of value 
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added in agriculture and 1.3 percent in GDP.  Pakistan grows enough high 
quality rice to meet both domestic demand and for exports. Area sown for 
rice is estimated at 2963 thousand hectares, 17.8 percent higher than last 
year.  

Cotton 
Cotton is an important non-food cash crop and a significant source of 
foreign exchange earnings. Pakistan is famous for producing the best quality 
cotton and its products. Cotton accounts for 7.3 percent of the value added 
in agriculture and about 1.6 percent to GDP. The crop was cultivated on the 
area of 2820 thousand hectares, 7.7 percent less than last year (3054 
thousand hectares). The production is estimated at 11.8 million bales for 
2008-09, higher by 1.1 percent over the last year’s production of 11.7 
million bales. Factors like shortage of irrigation water, less use of DAP to 
cotton crop, attack of Cotton Leaf Curl Virus (CLCV), mealy bug and white 
fly on the crop have negatively affected yields.  

Sugarcane 
Sugarcane is an important cash crop of Pakistan. It is mainly grown for 
sugar and sugar - related production. It is an important source of income and 
employment for the farming community of the country. It also forms 
essential item for industries like sugar, chipboard, and paper. Its share in 
value added of agriculture and GDP are 3.4 percent and 0.7 percent, 
respectively. For 2008-09, sugarcane has been sown in the area of 1029 
thousand hectares, 17.1 percent lower than last year. Sugarcane production 
for the year 2008-09 is estimated at 50.0 million tons, against 63.9 million 
tons last year. The main reasons of lower production are shortage of 
irrigation water, shifting of area to rice crop less use of DAP and non-
payments of dues to farmers by the sugar mills on time for the last year’s 
crop (GOP, 2008-09).  

Forestry 
Forest plays a pivotal role in the economy of Pakistan. Forestry and forests 
essentially improve the quality of life of citizens through sustainable 
development maintaining sustained supply of wood and wood products. 
Pakistan is a land of great diversity, which sustains a variety of vegetation; 
however, only 5.3 percent of total land area is under forest ranking it under 
Low Forest Cover Countries. Forests include State-owned forests, 
communal forests and privately owned forests. Pakistan observed the year 
2009 as “National year of Environment” to bring a visible improvement in 
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the quality of air, water, land, and ecosystem through mitigating the effects 
of environmental degradation visible on biological diversity, agriculture 
productivity, water availability, food security and human health.  
During the year 2008-09 forests contributed 83 thousand cubic meters of 
timber and 205 thousand cubic meters of firewood as compared to 94 
thousand cubic meters timber and 267 thousand cubic meters firewood in 
2007-08. In order to enhance tree cover in the country, tree planting 
campaigns are held each year. In this regard, a series of activities are being 
planned by engaging all stakeholders to improve the environment. Many 
government departments, private organizations, defense organizations and 
NGOs, participate in the tree plantation campaigns and planting activities 
(GOP, 2008-09). 

Livestock and Poultry 
a) Livestock  

Livestock plays an important role in the economy of the country. Livestock 
sector contributed approximately 51.8 percent of the agriculture value added 
and 11.3 percent to national GDP during 2008-09. Gross value addition of 
livestock at current cost factor has increased form Rs. 1052 billion (2007-
08) to Rs. 1287 billion (2008-09) showing an increase of 22.3 %. The value 
of livestock is 6.1% more than the combined value of major and minor 
crops. Livestock sector contributes almost 50 percent to the value addition 
in the agriculture sector, and almost 11 percent to Pakistan’s GDP, which is 
higher than the contribution made by the crop sector (47.4% in agriculture 
and 10.3% in GDP).  
The role of livestock sector in the rural economy of Pakistan is very critical 
as 30-35 million rural population of the country are engaged for their 
livelihood. Within the livestock sector, milk is the largest and the single 
most important commodity. Despite decades of neglect, Pakistan is the fifth 
largest milk producer in the world. The total value of milk produced is 
higher than the value of two major crops, that is, wheat and cotton. 
Government gives high priority to its development and is focused on private 
sector led development of livestock. Because of the importance of livestock 
for rural economy, the Government has launched a new “Livestock 
Development Policy”. It addresses legal framework and development 
strategies and action plan for farmers using livestock as supplementary 
source of income groups and development of small and medium enterprises 
(SME) and large businesses. The policy brings about radical changes in the 
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current livestock production system and helps in exploitation of potentials 
of livestock sector.   

B. Poultry  
Poultry sector is one of the vibrant segments of agriculture industry of 
Pakistan. This component of sector generates employment (direct/indirect) 
and income for about 1.5 million people. Its contribution in agriculture 
growth is 4.81% and in Livestock growth 9.84%. Poultry meat contributes 
19% of the total meat production in the country (GOP, 2008-09). 

Management options 
Land resources management 

Important land resources problems include threat to bio-diversity, depleting 
fertility, deteriorating biological activity and twin menace of water-logging 
and salinity. Maintenance of health and biological activity of soil is possible 
through green manures and leguminous cover crops, composted plant and 
animal residues fortified with micronutrients, naturally occurring microbial 
inoculants, cover crops that activate K, composted manures high in 
Phosphorus (P). Inputs of organic matter must be sufficient to maintain or, 
even better, to increase the long term humus content of the soil. Adoption of 
resource conservation technologies like Zero tillage, bed and furrow 
planting technique can help sustain productivity. For problem soils (e.g., 
salt-affected soils), adoption of biological approach is not only environment 
friendly, but economically viable as well. It is on some of these aspects that 
expert lectures will be delivered. 
The Indus Basin Irrigation System mainly supports Pakistan's irrigated 
agriculture which comprises 20.6 million hectare (mha), and about 5 million 
ha being rainfed. Competition between the agricultural and non-agricultural 
uses has decreased the availability of sweet water for agriculture and the 
supplies are expected to decrease further. In addition, substantial losses of 
irrigation water occur during transport and from the site of irrigation. The 
water losses and its inefficient use exist in both rain-fed and irrigated tracts. 
In irrigated areas, there are huge conveyance losses and the efficiency of 
water application/use at farm level is far from satisfactory with the existing 
irrigation system. Therefore, to sustain agriculture in Pakistan, adoption of 
water management practices on a large scale are urgently required. The 
conservation of water is possible through adopting improved irrigation 
technologies and tillage practices, green manuring, and the use of mulches, 
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etc. The brackish sub-surface water from salt-affected areas can profitably 
be used following treatments like gypsum, acids or acid formers.  

Farm Inputs 
Irrigation   

An efficient irrigation system is a pre-requisite for increasing agricultural 
production since water is a basic input for agriculture. It provides food 
security against the vagaries of nature and enables the cropping intensity to 
be increased. Despite the existence of good irrigation canal network in the 
world, Pakistan still suffers from wastage of a large amount of water in the 
irrigation process.  Government attaches great importance to its water 
resources in order to uplift the agro-economy on the national level.  The 
agro-economy can be improved by maximizing crop production, through 
progressively increasing surface water supplies and conserving them using 
the latest technologies available and protecting land and infrastructure from 
water logging, salinity, floods and soil erosion. Scarcity of water can be 
addressed through augmentation and conservation means i.e. by 
construction of medium and large dams and by efficient utilization of 
irrigation water, restoring the productivity of agricultural land through 
control of water logging, salinity and floods (GOP, 2008-09).   

Fertilizer 
In this modern agricultural era, fertilizer is basic important input to boost 
yield. Contribution of balanced fertilization towards increased yield is from 
30 to 60 percent in different crop production regions of the country. One kg 
of fertilizer nutrient produces about 8 kg of cereals (wheat, maize and rice), 
2.5 kg of cotton and 114 kg of stripped sugarcane. All soils of Pakistan are 
deficient in nitrogen (N); some 80-90 percent are deficient in phosphorus 
(P) and 30 percent in potassium (K), Wide spread deficiencies of 
micronutrients are also appearing in different areas. Soil fertility is 
continuously declining due to mining of the essential plant nutrients from 
the soils under intensive cultivation (GOP, 2008-09). Fertilizer is one of the 
basic inputs of agriculture and its timely availability is very crucial for 
agricultural production. The fertilizer off-take is increasing at a brisk pace 
and will increase further in the medium term (GOP, 2006). Mineral 
fertilizers have played a significant role in overcoming the problem of 
nutrient deficiency. However, main constraint in exploiting the full potential 
of the soils has remained the imbalanced use of fertilizers especially in 
terms of application of large amount of N in relation to P (GOP, 2008-09).  
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Soils in Pakistan are either low in nutrients or the latter are not readily 
available. This is because i) the entire crop is normally removed from the 
field resulting in mining of nutrients, and ii) the organic matter content is 
low because of meager replenishment as well as rapid loss; both factors 
contribute to a low level of biological activity that is responsible for nutrient 
mobilization. Use of chemical fertilizers is therefore essential to obtain 
desirable yields. This practice not only affects the short term economy of the 
agro-ecosystems but has serious environmental implications as well. Indeed, 
inorganic fertilization must be a supplemental source and not a substitute for 
recycling nutrients and the objective of any fertilization scheme must be to 
maintain or increase fertility and biological activity of the soil. Materials are 
not to be used as a primary management strategy, but rather as an aid to 
resolving a specific problem until the farm system is brought back into 
balance. Hence, strategies to economize fertilizer use and to increase its 
efficiency are needed for agriculture to remain sustainable, profitable, and 
environmental friendly.  

Improved seed  
The use of good quality seed at a farm ensures higher crop yields. It holds a 
tremendous potential for further growth in agriculture production. Quality 
seed is the most desirable input of improving yield. Seed is an important 
component in agriculture productivity system. Seed has the unique position 
among various agricultural inputs because the effectiveness of all other 
inputs mainly depends on the potential of seeds. Seed is a high technology 
product and is an innovation most readily adapted. Improving access to 
good quality seed is a critical requirement for sustainable agricultural 
growth and food security. Effective use of improved seed can result in 
higher agricultural production and increase net incomes of farming families, 
which has a positive impact on rural poverty. Hence, availability of quality 
seed of improved varieties is essential to achieve the production target, 
enhance profits and improve livelihoods (GOP, 2008-09). 

Farm mechanization  
Farm mechanization is an important ingredient of the strategy to accelerate 
growth rate in the agriculture sector. In consideration of role of precision in 
farm operations, the government is encouraging the use of farm machinery 
for which credit facilities are being provided by the commercial banks. 
Presently, available farm power is inadequate. Federal Government has 
allowed farmers to import new and used tractors; quality machinery and 
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equipment etc, at zero tariffs not being manufactured locally. Farmers have 
also been exposed to laser land-levelers; and they are encouraged provision 
of incentives to adopt ridge and broad bed farming (GOP, 2008-09). 
Intensive use of agriculture machinery can help improving the average 
yield. Population density is increasing, land-to-man ratio is deteriorating and 
food requirement is growing and effective use of agricultural machinery has 
the potential to help. It not only speeds up cultivation process but also 
accelerates harvesting and threshing operations. It also results in 
considerable saving of fodder and feed through a reduction in bullock 
population. Thus, a transition from subsistence farming to commercial 
farming can only be achieved through the transfer of the latest, most 
efficient and cost effective technology to the farming system. The efficient 
use of scarce agriculture resources and accelerated agriculture 
mechanization is, therefore, vital and demand comprehensive strategic 
planning for the future (GOP, 2006).  

Plant protection measures 
Plant protection measures help in increasing per hectare yield by protecting 
crops from damages because without effective protection against the attack 
of pests and diseases, the beneficial outcome of other inputs may not be 
realized either. One of the crop yield limiting factors is the pre- and post-
harvest losses by insect/pests and microbial pathogens. Some of the 
strategies to avoid these losses include preventive management such as use 
of resistant varieties, limiting to avoid cycles of pest emergence, 
intercropping, rotations, balanced plant nutrition, parasitic nematodes, 
introduction of predators, habitat enhancement to encourage beneficial 
predators, sticky traps, microbial and viral diseases. Pest problem can also 
be minimized by proper timing of plantings and the use of trap crops to 
attract pests and beneficial alike. It should be appreciated, however, that 
pest-free and weed-free fields are neither always possible nor economically 
and ecologically desirable. 

Management options for animals health and nutrition 
Farm animals are essential components of a farming system especially in 
Pakistan. Livestock sector contributes significantly to the earnings of the 
farming community. Livestock management is based on good nutrition; 
animals stress reduction, and preventive medicine etc. An economical and 
efficient management system still needs to be developed to maintain animal 
health. 
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Management options for sustainable agriculture and rural development 
A more vibrant rural economy will depend on the country’s effort to 
stimulate the agricultural sector (Weidemann Report, 2009). Agricultural 
development not only raises farm income and generates on-farm 
employment but, more importantly, it also promotes expansion of the rural 
non-agricultural sector, which will have beneficial effects on rural poverty 
and social stability.   The report maintains that promoting efficient and 
sustainable agricultural growth is a necessary condition for rural growth, 
employment generation, poverty reduction and social stability. In order to 
move forward, it is imperative to maintain a comprehensive, multifaceted 
approach to agricultural development. Yet to be successful, the agricultural 
development effort should be strategic, highly focused and integrated.  The 
report submitted to USAID further suggests that the development of the 
institutions will help achieving a large aggregate impact on Pakistan’s 
agriculture. Sound and the sustainable agriculture has the great potential in 
achieving rural development and its role has been examined in the preceding 
paragraphs. 

Crop diversification 
Pakistan is facing severe water shortages and drought over last few years 
and this phenomenon may continue many years. The country needs to 
conserve its limited water resources and introduce high value crops to 
diversify and maximize farm incomes (Baig, 2009). The following steps are 
being taken: 

Promotion of low water requiring crops 
Rice is a heavy water using crop. Aromatic, long grain Basmati rice is a 
high value commodity that fetches premium prices in the export market. 
The Basmati is an indispensable commodity and cannot be replaced with 
IRRI or any other rice variety. However, IRRI rice is facing a tough 
competition in Pakistan (Hanif et al., 2005). Sugarcane is another high delta 
crop. Initial experiments for introduction of sugar-beet were laid in Sindh 
and Punjab. Biologically sugar beet has shown promise and adaptability to 
high temperature, which were previously considered prohibitive for growth 
of sugar beet in these areas. If sugar beet is to replace, at least partly, the 
sugarcane crop, it would save almost half of the water. The only problem 
with sugar beet is high cost of production that would further raise prices of 
sugar in Pakistan. Currently, Pakistan sugar prices are already higher from 
the international market on account of (a) low productivity of sugarcane in 
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Pakistan (b) low recovery of sugar from the cane and (c) lack of industry for 
conversion of byproducts of sugarcane into high value commodities (Hanif 
et al., 2005). 

Cultivation of high value crops 
The Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock (MINFAL) is in the 
process of introducing cultivation of medicinal herbs and spices on 
commercial scale. Initially some 31 plants have been selected for 
introduction. The Pakistan Forest Institute, Peshawar; National Agricultural 
Research Center, Islamabad; and the Hamdard University, Karachi have 
been involved by MINFAL to conduct research on medicinal herbs and 
spices. The experiments are being undertaken at research farms and farmers’ 
fields to develop package of technology (Hanif et al., 2005). The tunnel 
farming is also being introduced for cultivation of off-season vegetables to 
increase farmer’s profitability and diversify availability of vegetables, 
during off-season for the consumers. The floriculture industry is at inception 
stage in Pakistan. Innovative farmers have started growing floral crops on 
commercial scale in various parts of the country.  

Efforts to minimize the post harvest losses 
Pakistan still badly lacks infrastructural arrangements for post harvest 
handling, preservation and quick transport of flowers to the 
consumers/niche markets around the globe. Pakistan needs to take measures 
to encourage import of necessary machinery for the purpose of high value 
crops including fruits, vegetables and flowers (Hanif et al., 2005). 

Post harvest handling and management 
Pakistan loses a large size of horticultural crops in post harvest handling and 
in transit. Horticultural research institutes and extension organizations are 
running educational programs to provide the information to the growers on 
plucking technologies of fruits, removal of field heat, grading of the produce 
and appropriate packaging. 

Infrastructure development 
Government is committed to develop infrastructure for efficient and safe 
disposal of the agricultural and horticultural produce. The focus is on 
developing airport facilities for wide bodied cargo planes to land at airports 
in the main production areas, improving handling facilities at ports 
including one window operation and establishing of cold storages. It is also 
planned to establish cold storages in the country once adequate funds are 
available for the purpose. The post harvest losses are planned to be 
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minimized through linking production to agro industrial transformation and 
through encouraging private sector to build cold storages. 
The provision of an effective rural infrastructure, particularly rural roads, 
electricity, drinking water, and educational and health facilities is one of the 
most important instruments through which the government can have a direct 
impact on relaxing the constraints faced by the farmers and the non-farming 
poor rural people. Good rural infrastructure and adequate institutional 
capacity are essential for the transition from a resource-based to a 
technology-based agriculture. Hence, investment in these areas should be 
part of the core elements of government strategy for sustainable 
development, food security and poverty alleviation (FAO, 2000).  
Baig (2009) believes that it is not possible to achieve any improvement 
endeavour without developing a good infrastructure. He further reports that 
the country does not have the strong infrastructures, and enough social 
services are not available to its rural poor. For example, over one third of 
adult females are literate, compared to nearly two thirds of adult men due to 
lack of proper educational set up and facilities. In 2004/05 some 66% people 
had access to a tap or hand water pump and 54% had access to a flush toilet. 

Diversification of on-farm and off-farm income generation 
activities 
In order to raise the financial capability of the poor especially women to 
have purchasing power for the essential food items, diversification of 
income both from on- farm and off- farm should be encouraged (Baig, 
2009). There is a great scope and potential of increasing yields of short-term 
cash crops, like vegetable items produced and marketed in the nearest urban 
areas. This is especially the case with lands situated in the urban and peri-
urban areas where proximity to large towns enables an efficient marketing 
strategy. This can be further integrated into livestock and small ruminant 
development. This would require the integrated development of the farming 
system as a whole. For landless farmers, skill development to build their 
capacity for income generation activities need be started. The income from 
those activities could be used to improve their livelihood of rural dwellers 
(FAO, 2000). 

Human resources development and provision of rural 
infrastructure 
Human resource development is the main tool for enhancing agricultural 
productivity. It will not only increase the resource base productivity but can 
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also play a vital role in reducing the pre and post-harvest losses, judicious 
use of farm inputs; irrigation water, balanced fertilizers, and recommended 
doses of pesticides and insecticides. Skilled farmers can reduce per unit cost 
of output and economically produced products help competing with other 
developed nations. Raising the literacy level is an essential condition for the 
success of rural development programs. Vocational trainings to both 
farmers, workers in small-scale rural enterprises and traders and 
entrepreneurs are imperative to strengthen the agricultural colleges and 
universities to produce better research and extension manpower (FAO, 
2000). 

IN CLOSING 
Pakistan is an agricultural based country and is producing sufficient food 
commodities and significant export earnings. However, the agricultural 
sector is facing several issues and problems like: low crop yields and big 
yield gaps; low soil fertility, old traditional farming practices, low or non-
availability of farm inputs; infestations of diseases, pests and weeds; un-
favorable policies for the farmers. While still meeting the needs of the 
nation for food, feed and fiber, the rural areas of the country are quite 
capable of playing a significant role in their own development (Baig & 
Khan, 2006; Baig et al., 2009; Baig, 2009). It is suggested that all possible 
options including farm and non-farm income generating activities be 
explored to revitalize the sustainable economy.  There is a dire need to 
develop the management plans for the sustainable agriculture, on-farm 
income generating activities, and skilled human resources.  
The neglected rural people and rural areas must receive the attention they 
deserve. The essence of this article is “Agriculture development means - 
rural development” and to realize the real development in the rural areas of 
Pakistan, a well defined holistic approach needs be employed. All the 3 
components namely, farms and farming, non-farm income generating 
activities and development of human resources must receive equal 
importance to realize their potential in the overall development process. It is 
highly desirable that they function simultaneously jointly and in cooperation 
and coordination to complement each other and have their compounded 
impact on the rural economy.  
The rural development strategy be evolved by involving all the stake-
holders including planners, policy makers, planners, government 
departments, local leaders, NGOs, donors, academia, members of the civil 
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society and farmers groups – men, women and youth to improve rural 
economy (Baig, 2009). 
Highly skilled professionals need to focus on farming through sustainable 
agriculture, as it is a very viable option, vibrant production system and 
valuable tool for realizing sustainable rural development.  
Agricultural extension staff can help farmers elevating their livelihood by 
diversifying their farm and non-farm incomes in the rural areas to realize 
sustainable rural development. This is perhaps the missing component in the 
developmental process of the rural areas. 
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