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Abstract: Along the centuries, imperialist nations knew how to take 
advantage of the plants they found in situ (cocoa, coffee, potato, rubber, 
tea, coca, opium, tobacco, etc.), most of which continue to be basic raw 
materials of the modern world [3]. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The world market of illegal trade with plant species protected by the 

law is, probably, as spread and as lucrative as that of animal species 
protected by the law, though it is less spectacular. Some plant species are 
drawing near extinction in the wild because of excessive harvesting.  

For instance, cycads (evergreen plants, gymnosperms, dicots of the 
Class Cycadopsida, Order Cycadales Dumortier), of which most grow in 
areas with warm and moist climate, have become popular for their 
decorative features and for their rarity (Figure 1).  

Cycads are sold for over 3,000 U.S. $ the piece, which means an 
illegal traffic worth millions of dollars a year between South Africa and 
North America. The result: of the 298 species described on the Earth, over 
half are now threatened while others seem to have already disappeared. 
Wild specimens traded are, sometimes, intentionally labelled or declared as 
coming from nurseries.  
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Correctly identifying them needs the assistance of a taxonomist 
specialised in plants, while specimens harvested from the nature can be 
identified due to the traces left by wild animals (for instance, the traces left 
by the fangs of the porcupine in the case of the species from South Africa) 
or to the traces of soil on the roots.  

In the United Kingdom, for instance, all native plants are protected 
by the Law of Wild Life and of Rural Area from 1981: according to this 
Law, it is illegal to pull from the soil any wild plant and sell it without 
having the proper licence – which nevertheless happens at large scale, in an 
organised manner, as it does in Romania [1].  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Figure 1. Cycas circinalis Linnaeus: photo and range 

 
A recent report shows that succulents are subjected to a flourishing 

trade along the axis Kenya – Europe, where they are traded both as 
decorative and medicinal plants [4].  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MATERIAL AND METHOD 
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We have analysed CITES site and documents in search of CITES 

plant species that should enjoy the care of Romanian authorities for being 
either threatened or endangered.  

  
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Among CITES plants traded in Romania are plants belonging to the 
following orders: Order Ranunculales (Clasa Magnoliopsida), Order 
Asparagales, and Order Asterales. 

1. Class Magnoliopsida, Order Magnoliales, Family 
Ranunculaceae, Genus Adonis, Species Adonis Vernalis Linnaeus 

Between 1991 and 2000, Romania imported 45 t of medicinal plants 
(worth 187,000 U.S. $) and exported 1,080 t of medicinal plants (worth 
1,873,000 U.S. $) of which most was represented by the species Adonis 
vernalis Linnaeus (we supply here the average value of the U.S. $ at the 
time in Romania) [3] 

The species Adonis vernalis Linnaeus (Figure 2), whose distribution 
is wide for the moment, is also an ornamental plant and a medicinal plant 
since it contains adonidine and aconitic acid, substances sued as stimulators 
of the cardiac system. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Figure 2. Adonis vernalis Linnaeus: diagram and range 
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2. Order Asparagales, Family Amaryllidaceae, Tribe 
Galantheae, Genus Galanthus 
 Between 1996 and 2003, Romanai exported 97 kg of live Galanthis 
nivalis Linnaeus [3]. 
The genus Galanthus Linnaeus (Figure 3) contains about 20 species of 
snowdrop. Snowdrop is used as a medicinal plant since it contains 
galantamine, a substance used in treating Alzheimer’s disease. 
 

 

 
 

 
Figure 3. Galanthis nivalis Linnaeus: diagram and photo 

 
3. Order Asterales, Family Asteraceae, Genus Arnica, Species 

Arnica Montana Linnaeus 
Between 1996 and 2003, Romania traded the species Arnica 

montana Linnaeus [3]. 
The species Arnica montana Linnaeus (Figure 4) contains thymol, a 

substance used as an anti-inflammatory, preservative, fungicide, and 
vasodilatator. 
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Figure 4. Arnica montana Linnaeus: diagram and photo 
  

 
 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

The analysis of the CITES site and documents in search of CITES 
plant species that should enjoy the care of Romanian authorities for being 
either threatened or endangered shows that only two plant species (Adonis 
vernalis Linnaeus and Arnica montana Linnaeus) and plants of a single 
order (Galanthis) are commonly being traded by Romania.  

Though not yet endangered, these plants should be subjected to 
firmer protection regulations because we need to learn from the experience 
of other countries. 
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