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Abstract: The term authenticity has no specific meaning (as is the case 
with most language dictionary general definitions of the term) unless 
related to a specific function and/or object. In art, for instance, 
“authenticity describes how individuals experience art as being authentic, 
real or original as opposed to being commercial”. Therefore, 
authenticity is a perceptual (it involves human perception), conditional 
(it can be applied only if there is strict and consistent adherence to 
measurable and verifiable standards that satisfy specific requirements), 
objective (it measures and verifies aspects of things or phenomena 
expressed in numbers or quantities) and subjective (it measures and 
verifies aspects of things or phenomena that cannot be expressed in 
numbers or quantities) attribute. 

 
Key words: authenticity, definition, lexical definition 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Unlike other fields of knowledge, authenticity in tourism has a 
pragmatic interpretation as the superiority of something in comparison to 
something lese.  

Thus, suppliers of tourism goods / products may need to measure the 
conformance authenticity (the degree to which the product / service was 
produced correctly), while tourism goods / products consumers may need to 
focus on the specification authenticity of the product / service. 
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As expected, the definitions of “authenticity” supplied by the 
different (English language) dictionaries vary from the point of view of the 
perspective, making it a perceptual, conditional, objective, and subjective 
concept at the same time.  

 
 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 

  We have analysed and compared the definitions of 
“authenticity” supplied by some of the most used (English language) 
dictionaries.  

 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
From the point of view of their structure, each of these definitions 

has (as expected) the same definiendum (authenticity) and one or more 
definientia (sing. definiens) (a word defining a sense or meaning, or a 
cluster of words defining one or more senses or meanings).  

Some of these definitions of the term authenticity are dictionary / 
lexical definitions (i.e., meanings of the term authenticity in common 
usage), some are precising definitions (definitions extending the dictionary 
/ lexical definition of the term authenticity for a specific purpose by 
including additional criteria that narrow down the set of things meeting the 
definition).  

To note that the latter are descriptive (i.e., they report actual usage 
within speakers of English and changes with changing usage of the term).  
English language dictionaries 
  English language dictionaries supply, in this case, only 
meanings of the term authenticity in common usage. 

Thus, authenticity has the following meanings: 
- “authenticity refers to the truthfulness of origins, attributions, 

commitments, sincerity, devotion, and intentions” [13]; 
- authenticity is “the quality of being authentic or of established 

authority for truth and correctness” [6]; 
- authenticity is “the quality of being authentic; genuineness” [2]; 
- authenticity is “the quality of being authentic” [12];  
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- authenticity is “the quality or condition of being authentic, 
trustworthy, or genuine” [10]; 

- authenticity is “the quality or state of being authentic; reliability; 
genuineness” [http://www.yourdictionary.com/authenticity]; 

- authenticity is “undisputed credibility” [4]. 
  It is interesting to note that the term authenticity is defined 
by the following definientia: 

- (undisputed) credibility (1 occurrence);  
- quality (5 occurrence) of being authentic (5 occurrences), 

genuine (1 occurrence), or trustworthy (1 occurrence), or of 
established authority for truth and correctness (1 occurrence); 

- truthfulness (1 occurrence). 
Its synonyms are genuineness (2 occurrences) and reliability (1 

occurrence). 
 Specialised dictionaries 

Specialised dictionaries supply only specific purpose usage 
definitions of the term authenticity: 

- authenticity is “characteristic of a document or record created by 
the entity represented as its creator, and preserved in its original form 
without any falsification or tampering” [7]; 

- authenticity is “honesty, reality, truth, validity, veracity” [3]; 
- authenticity is “the condition of significant, emotionally 

appropriate living” [11];  
- authenticity is “the correct attribution of origin such as the 

authorship of an e-mail message or the correct description of information 
such as a data field that is properly named” [5]; 

- in art “authenticity describes how individuals experience art as 
being authentic, real or original as opposed to being commercial” [13];  

- in existentialist philosophy “authenticity is the degree to which one 
is true to one's own personality, spirit, or character, despite these pressures” 
[13];  

- in music, authenticity is “a trend initiated in Austria and the 
Netherlands in the 1950s and 1960s aiming to reproduce the original 
conditions of early music performance and instrumentation as a means of 
rediscovering aesthetic terms of reference” [1]; 

- in psychiatry authenticity is “emotional and behavioral openness; a 
quality of being genuine and trustworthy” [9];   
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- in psychology, authenticity “refers to the courage to live one's life 
according to the needs of one's inner being, rather than the demands of 
society or one's early conditioning” [13]. 

To note that the term authenticity is defined by specialised 
dictionaries belonging to a wide range of fields: 

- art [13]; 
- business [7]; 
- computer science [5]; 
- law [3]; 
- music [1];  
- philosophy [11, 13]; 
- psychology [13]; 
- psychiatry [9]. 
These definitions have both a quantitative and qualitative approach: 
- quantitative approach: 

• “degree to which one is true to one's own personality, spirit, or 
character, despite these pressures” [13]; 

- qualitative approach: 
• “being authentic, real or original” [13]; 
• “being genuine and trustworthy” [9]; 
• “correct attribution of origin […], the correct description of 

information […]” [5]; 
• “original conditions of early music performance and 

instrumentation” [1]; 
• “original form without any falsification or tampering” [7]; 
• “significant, emotionally appropriate living” [11]. 

Its synonyms are honesty (1 occurrence), openness (1 occurrence), 
reality (1 occurrence), truth (1 occurrence), validity (1 occurrence), and 
veracity (1 occurrence). 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

 
In English language dictionaries, the definiendum authenticity has 

a very small number of definientia (credibility, quality, and truthfulness). It 
is also notable that these dictionaries retain only common usages of the term 
authenticity.  
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Specialised dictionaries (art, business, computer science, law, law, 
music, philosophy, psychology, and psychiatry) supply only specific 
purpose usages of the term authenticity, but in this case we wanted to see 
the type of approach (determined by the type of definiens) – quantitative or 
qualitative.  

Not surprisingly, the approach in these specialised dictionaries is 
rather qualitative than quantitative.  

On the whole, both English language dictionaries and specialised 
dictionaries define authenticity perceptually (it involves human 
perception), conditionally (it can be applied only if there is strict and 
consistent adherence to measurable and verifiable standards that satisfy 
specific requirements), objectively (it measures and verifies aspects of 
things or phenomena expressed in numbers or quantities) and subjectively 
(it measures and verifies aspects of things or phenomena that cannot be 
expressed in numbers or quantities).  
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