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 Abstract: Tourism destination management is extremely important as a 
first step in promoting rural and/or farm tourism products and services 
since without the necessary knowledge about the tourism opportunities in 
a certain location one can never know where to go and what to do there. 
Despite the wide sue of Internet and of other information facilities 
Romanian travel agencies and tour operators still prefer to promote their 
tourism products and services as thy sued to do a few decades ago. The 
present paper shows just how little prepared the rural localities are, in 
their turn, for a proper promotion of their tourism assets. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
 Nobody can deny nowadays the huge impact if IT and 
communications in every field of activity. Therefore, it is painful to see that 
even those interested in promoting their traditional heritage and in 
encouraging the practice of such forms of tourism as rural tourism or farm 
tourism – local administration authorities – ignore the huge opportunities 
supplied by the use of the Internet and fail to post at least the simplest 
presentation of their locality. 
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MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 
We have analysed the way tourism distribution in the field of rural 

and farm tourism is done in the Timis County based on the mayor’s hall 
presentations on the Internet. The guide of the mayor’s halls [3] supplies 
useful information about most communes of rural and/or farm tourism 
interest. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 
From the perspective of the present paper, we searched data mainly 

about those communes that have already done something to develop agri-
tourism in the Timis County. Thus, of the 89 communes of the county,  only 
8 range among the group of agri-tourism developing communes: Balinţ, 
Bârna, Curtea, Fârdea, Mănăştur, Pietroasa, Şandra and Tomeşti.  

Except for the Commune of Şandra (located on the road linking 
Timsioara to Cenad) – where private initiative made a statement in the field 
of agri-tourism by establishing, so far, the only agri-tourism boarding house 
– the rest of the communes are part of the “Partnership with the Local 
Council Dumbrava, Local Community Tetovo Selo (Serbia), Local 
Council Făget, local councils of the communes Balinţ, Bârna, Curtea, 
Fârdea, Margina, Mănăştiur and Tomeşti aiming at carrying out a 
project for the development and promotion of agri-tourism in poorly 
developed transborder areas in Romania and Serbia, a project financed 
through the Phare CBC Programme of the European Union”. 

In the above mentioned 8 communes, there are opportunities for the 
development and promotion of agri-tourism. Worldwide they no longer 
speak of agri-tourism, but of a new, composite form of tourism – 
agritainment (< E agri-tourism and E entertainment), i.e. a form of 
tourism that combines agri-tourism and having a good time largo sensu. 
It is on this latter aspect that we have focused in our presentation. The 
reason: on one hand, foreign tourists interested in agri-tourism are already 
familiar with this hybrid type of tourism while, on the other hand, Romanian 
tourists are not that attracted by the perspective of just doing agricultural 
chores (most of them still have relatives in the countryside and they need to 
help them with their agricultural works, particularly in the fall); therefore, 
we need to offer them something else besides apple picking or milking the 
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cow. This is why, in the presentation below, we have chosen to focus 
mainly on those potential sources of spare time activities we could find on 
the site dedicated to the mayor’s halls in Romania [2]: Activities specific to 
the area of the commune; Main economic activities of the commune; 
Tourism sites in the commune and in its neighbourhoods; Local events 
specific to the commune. 

For an easier location of the communes we used the map below [1] 
(Figure 1). 

 
Figure 1. Map of the communes in eastern Timiş County 

  Thus, the agri-tourism potential of the commune Balint [4] was 
completed with data collected from other sites dedicated to the commune: 

- specific activities: mainly agrarian; 
- main economic activities: milling and panification, animal 

breeding, field cropping, and crafts; 
- tourism sites in the commune and in its neighbourhoods: the 

Iazul Dam, a wooden church from 1834, a water-operated mill, a 
forest of walnut trees and oak tress, and the Bodo tumulus; 

- local events: cattle market, saint patron days in Balint, Fadimac, 
and Targoviste, a mixed market at Balint, and the day of Bodo. 

The agri-tourism potential of the commune Barna [5] was also 
completed with data collected from other sites dedicated to the commune: 

- specific activities: animal breeding, land cultivation, stone 
exploitation, and forestry; 

- main economic activities: trade, forestry, and stone exploitation; 
- tourism sites in the commune and in its neighbourhoods: agri-

tourism hill area, the Church of the Dormition with a rich 
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collection of religious books, and the ruins of the castle in 
Sarazani; 

- local events: saint patron days in Barna, Boteşti, Botineşti, 
Drinova, Jureşti, Pogăneşti, and Sărăzani. 

The agri-tourism potential of the commune Curtea [6] was also 
completed with data collected from other sites dedicated to the commune: 

- specific activities: animal breeding, field cropping, primary 
wood processing, and forestry; 

- main economic activities: trade, animal breeding, cereal 
cultivation, forestry, and primary processing of the wood; 

- tourism sites in the commune and in its neighbourhoods: the 
wooden church of the Dormition, the wooden church of Cosava, 
the wooden church St. Parascheva from 1794, the inn from the 
18th century, and the ethnographical museum; 

- local events: saint patron days at Cosava and Curtea and the 
mixed market at Curtea. 

The agri-tourism potential of the commune Pietroasa [7] was also 
completed with data collected from other sites dedicated to the commune: 

- specific activities: animal breeding, field cropping, forestry, and 
stone exploitation; 

- main economic activities: none; 
- tourism sites in the commune and in its neighbourhoods: the 

wooden church of the Dormition in Pietroasa, the wooden church 
of St. Parascheva in Crivina de Sus, the wooden church of St. 
parascheva in Poieni, the hunting chalet, the Sopot waterfall, the 
water-operated mill, the trout farm in Poieni, the Pietroasa Cave, 
and the Summer Camps of Poieni and Strimbu; 

- local events: saint patron days at Crivina de Sus, Farasesti, 
Pietroasa, and Poieni. 

The agri-tourism potential of the commune Tomesti [9] was also 
completed with data collected from other sites dedicated to the commune: 

- specific activities: agri-tourism, endurotourism, complex tourism 
routes, bio-speleological tourism, cultural tourism, week-end 
tourism, historical tourism, mountain tourism, religious tourism, 
and sports tourism; 

- main economic activities: textiles, forestry, and industrial chains 
manufacture; 
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- tourism sites in the commune and in its neighbourhoods: the 
wooden church of the Nativity in Romanesti, the Catholic 
Church, the church of Tomesti Sat, the Valea lui Liman Tourism 
Complex, the monastery Izvorul lui Miron in Romanesti, the 
archaeological site in Romanesti, the cave in Romanesti, and the 
archaeological site Pestera cu apa; 

- local events: saint patron days in Balosesti, Colonia Fabricii, 
Luncanii de Sus, Romanesti, and Tomesti. 

Unfortunately, the Communes of Fardea and Manastur are not 
presented on the site of the mayor’s halls of the Timis County, which makes 
the identification of their tourism potential more difficult than in the case of 
the other communes. 

As for the commune Sandra [8], the only commune that has really 
done something for the development of rural tourism, the tourism potential 
consists of the following: 

- specific activities: animal breeding, plant culture, and crude oil 
extraction; 

- main economic activities: trade, animal breeding, plant 
cultivation, crude oil extraction, and services; 

- tourism sites in the commune and in its neighbourhoods: rural 
architecture, Swabian houses, the Roman-Catholic Church, 
frontispiece of the houses, the Schwabenhaus boarding house, 
and the cadaster plan of Uihei; 

- local events: saint patron days at Sandra and Uihei. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

The elements contained by the presentations of the above mentioned 
communes show that they are fit for agri-tourism and/or agritainment 
activities, because: the activities specific to the communes concern very 
diversified fields: agriculture (animal breeding, cropping), crude oil 
extraction, forestry, stone exploitation, wood processing, as well as a wide 
range of tourism activities (agri-tourism, endurotourism, complex tourism 
routes, bio-speleological tourism, cultural tourism, week-end tourism, 
historical tourism, mountain tourism, religious tourism, and sports tourism); 
the main economic activities also encourage the practice of tourism (except 
for the commune of Pietroasa): agriculture (animal breeding, cropping), 
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crafts, crude oil extraction, forestry, industrial manufacturing of chains, 
milling and panification, services, stone exploitation, textiles, trade, and 
wood processing; tourism sites in the communes and in their 
neighbourhoods are extremely rich: agri-tourism areas, archaeological sites, 
castles, caves, collections of old religious books, dams, ethnographical 
museums, forests, hunting chalets, inns, monasteries, rural architecture, 
summer camps, tourism complexes, tumuli, waterfalls, water-operated mills, 
and (wooden) churches; local events: markets and saint patron days. 

All this constitutes the necessary elements for the development of a 
strong rural tourism network in the county of Timis, a county that cannot 
rival other counties in Romania from the point of view of tourism 
opportunities.  
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