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Abstract: Traditions and customs of every nation are the mirror, the 
identity of those people. Peoples that do not know their customs and 
traditions or that loose them because they neglect to transmit them to 
their descendents will perish. Traditions and customs should be preserved 
and respected as such to be aware of who we were, who we are and who 
we will be. The traditions of the Paulician Bulgarians need to be brought 
out to light to be seen and known for their beauty and integrity from times 
immemorial. These Bulgarians have specific traditions for celebrating 
Easter – Lazarita and the Wake of Jesus. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
 
Bulgarians from Banat, called Banat Bulgarians or Paulician 

Bulgarians, are among the oldest Bulgarian Diaspora in the world, and 
certainly the oldest Diaspora in Romania. Paulician Bulgarians emigrated 
from Bulgaria because of the Ottoman Yoke to Walachia and then to 
Transylvania and Banat. 
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Paulician Bulgarians left Bulgaria to avoid being destroyed by the 
Ottoman Empire, to survive as a nation, and to preserve their Christian faith. 
They came from Northern Bulgaria, more precisely from Ciprovite and 
Nikopole and from its surroundings, Belene and Ores Trancevita. 
Bulgarians from Ciprovite (name derived from copper), also called 
ciprovceni, used to practice vegetable gardening and crafts – as goldsmiths 
they also made the calyx of Constantin Brancoveanu. Paulician Bulgarians 
from Ciprovite were Roman-Catholic.  

They immigrated to Walachia where they were welcome by 
Constantin Brancoveanu; later, because of the permanent threat by the 
Ottoman Empire, they settled in Banat. Paulician Bulgarians from Nikopole 
settled, in 1738, in a place they called Besenova-Veche (nowadays Dudestii-
Vechi, Timis County), while Paulician Bulgarians from Ciprovite 
established, in 1741, the locality Vinga (nowadays in the Arad County), a 
town called Theresiopolis at the time, through order by the Empress Maria 
Theresa [1, 2]. 

Paulician Bulgarians also established several localities in historical 
Banat area: Berestea, Denta, Telepa (nowadays Colonia Bulgara, Timis 
County) – all in the present Romanian Banat; Ivanovo, Lisenhaim or 
Torontal, Erzebetlak (nowadays Belo Blato), Modos, Szekeiykeve or 
Gyurgyevo (nowadays Skorenavat), Temes-Kubin (Kevekovin), Veliki 
Becskerek – all in the present Serbian Banat and, last but not least, 
Senthubert (Suntuber), Szeged, and Budapest in Hungary. In the 20th 
century, compact masses of Banat Bulgarians are in Romania in other 
localities than Dudestii-Vechi, Colonia Bulgara, Brestea, Denta, Vinga and 
in the towns of Sannicolau Mare, Deta, in the municipia Arad and 
Timisoara, localities in the neighbourhood of the localities mentioned 
above. After the Treaty of Craiova, part of the Banat Bulgarians manifested 
their wish to go back to Bulgaria. Thus, Bulgarians from Dudestii-Vechi 
settled in the localities Bardrski Gheran, Gostilia, Dragomirovo in Bulgaria, 
while those from Vinga settled in Arsenevo [3]. 

The first organisation of the Paulician Bulgarians dates from 1688 
and is called “The Church Chorus Organisation”. 

Great personalities of the Paulician Bulgarians: Gjura Kacamag, 
Larol Telbis was the Mayor of Timisoara between 1884 and 1914, was for 
27 years a mayor and Imperial Councillor, the lawyer Anton  Lebanov, the 
notary Anton Ciocan, the journalist Luca Uzun, the teacher Ivanciov Karol-
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Matei used to be a depute in Romania’s Parliament for two mandates from 
the U.B.B.R and author of several books in Bulgarian and Romanian, Matei 
Castiov was an author of Bulgarian expression, and Manea Anton was an 
author [4, 5]. 

 
MATERIAL AND METHOD 

 
 The analysis of the Pascal traditions was carried out in the 

locality Dudestii-Vechi from the Timis County, a settlement where these 
traditions are still preserved due to the fact that there is still a compact 
community of Paulician Bulgarians who settled in that part of Banat because 
of the Turkish menace. 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
 As a result of studies and research of the traditions and customs of 
these Paulician Bulgarians we could draw a few conclusions.  

Of the numerous traditions and customs, we have chosen Easter and 
two of the traditions specific to the Banat Bulgarians – Lazarita and the 
Wake of Jesus’ tomb. We have chosen these traditions because the Paulician 
Bulgarians are perfect Roman-Catholic Christians. 
 Easter is one of the two great holidays of the Christian world. On 
Easter day, early in the morning, the priest blesses the Easter cake (conca). 
All the Christians come to church with their baskets full of eggs, sweet 
bread and wine that the priest blesses.  

The families wait for the blessed foods at home; then they lay the 
table and sit down at table to feast. They knock the eggs, eat the cake and 
drink the wine. 
 Then, on Easter day, the Bulgarians attend the mass – the old ones, 
the small mass; the children and their parents, the great mass; the old ones 
and the adults, the evening mass.  

All the masses are celebrated at a certain time, one after the other. 
The most important one is the Resurrection mass, which everybody attends: 
during this mass, all the lights are turned off and they set a fire near the 
church that the priest blesses and everybody lights his candle from this fire 
and then go into the church to attend the mass; in the end, they surround the 
church after Jesus’ Resurrection and the bells toll. There is a procession 
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around the church, with a statue of Jesus crucified carried by the priest, the 
church singer, the children helping around, the soldiers (children) dressed in 
Bulgarian clothes guarding Jesus in His tomb, and finally the Christians. 

The overcrowded church resonates with music while everybody 
sings the following: “Great is our joy/ Jesus defeated His enemies…/ Be 
glad, Mary! You who suffered and mourned!/ Cause Your Pure Son Jesus/ 
Is resurrected!/ Halleluiah, halleluiah!/ Halleluiah, halleluiah!...” 
 In the afternoon, during the evening mass, while there is still light 
outside, the church is full of people. Around the church and behind it little 
children kick eggs. This is what happens on Easter day in a community of 
Paulician Bulgarians. 
 The second tradition is called Lazarita. It is reserved exclusively to 
the young girls. It is a popular celebration that takes place the evening 
before Palm day.  

Young girls (aged no more than 9-10) put on their folk costumes, 
make the tour of their relatives, where they sing the Lazaret song. They are 
paid with eggs, chocolate, and money. Here are two variants (in an almost 
literal translation) of the song sung by these young girls: 

- “Hey, you, lady, Lazar/ Your Son is velvet, Lazar/ Bathe Him 
and Dress Him, Lazar/ Bring Him to the gate, Lazar/ Take out of 
His pockets, Lazar/ Parchment and apples, Lazar/ Turn back, 
turn round, Lazar/ Knee before God, Lazar.”. 

- “Mary and Magdalene, Lazar/ Met our Lord, Lazar/ They were 
praying for you, Lazar/ In mourning they asked, Lazar/ Our 
Lord, our brother, Lazar/ Is dead three days ago, Lazar/ In 
mourning God cherished them, Lazar/ Do not mourn, Lazar/ 
Come next to Lazar, Lazar/ When they reached you, Lazar/ Lots 
of people, Lazar/ Jesus had pity for them, Lazar/ From the dead 
He resurrected you, Lazar/ Turn back, turn around, Lazar/ and 
knee before God, Lazar.” 

 In his book “Romanian folk poems”, G. Dem. Teodorescu writes 
that “Lazar asked his mother to make a wafer which she did not; he took his 
sheep to the pasture, climbed a tree to feed leaves to his sheep, but the wind 
blew and the branch broke down and he fell down”. 

Another variant is as follows: “While a little boy, Lazar asked his 
mother to make him a pie. His mother was spinning by the fire. Lazar went 
to her, pushed her to get up and make him a pie, but she refused pushing 
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him back and in full words. Lazar insisted, cried, and then rushed into his 
mother’s spinning tool”. 

This is a tradition practiced by Paulician Bulgarians. One or two 
little girls go from house to house singing the lyrics above. In the second 
variant, Lazar is dead, and the two sisters Mary and Magdalene implore 
Jesus Christ to resurrect Lazar. 

The second tradition specific to the Paulician Bulgarians we have 
analysed is “The Wake of Jesus in His tomb”. It takes place on Easter and 
lasts two days. It starts two days before Easter at 3 p.m. because it was at 
that time that Jesus died and then buried.  

It takes place in the church and starts with a ceremony suggesting 
Jesus’ deposition in the tomb. After this ceremony, children dressed in 
Bulgarian folk costumes watch Jesus; while they do this, people come to the 
tomb and pray and kiss Jesus paying tribute to him.  

The children thus replace the soldiers that watched Jesus’ tomb until 
He resurrected. They watch the tomb in pairs for three minutes. When the 
guard changes, they are accompanied by a soldier.  

This happens until the second day after Easter. The children watch 
during the resurrection mass until the church is surrounded. This tradition is 
reserved exclusively to the young boys.  

 
CONCLUSIONS 

 
Among the most important traditions of the Paulician Bulgarians 

from Banat that have been preserved by this day are Easter, when early in 
the morning the priest blesses the Easter cake (conca), followed by Lazarita, 
a tradition reserved exclusively to the young girls, a tradition that takes 
place a day before Palm day. 
 The second tradition specific to the Paulician Bulgarians that we 
have analysed is “The Wake of Jesus in His tomb”.  

This tradition is practiced on Easter and it lasts for two days. It starts 
two days before Easter at 3 p.m. because this is the time when Jesus died 
and was buried.  

It takes place in the church and it starts with a ceremony reminding 
of the deposition of Jesus in His tomb. 
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