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 Abstract: As a field apart of the ancient Romanian folk culture, peasant 
architecture is of particular interest for the knowledge of the development 
of material culture in our country. Since Romania’s territory has been 
covered, until no more than 20 years ago, by forests of different wood 
essences, Romanian folk architecture relied mainly on wood as a building 
material, hence the building techniques (beams, willow twigs intertwined 
and fixed with clay, and a mixture of clay and straw. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Social and economic development has always played a determining 

role in traditional architecture. Economic development and basic 
occupations of the inhabitants led to considerable differentiations from the 
point of view of the system of dwelling building. The initial type was that of 
a single storey house (ground floor) varying from one region to another and 
differentiated through the elements specific to the area. 

 
MATERIAL AND METHOD 

 
As part of our doctoral thesis concerning the folk architecture of the 

village and house in Oltenia, we are interested in comparing the rural 
architectural styles in Walachia and, within this historical region of 
Romania, the architectural styles differentiated depending on the forms of 
relief (plain, hill, mountain) and from county to county. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The architectural plan of the house all over Walachia is made up of 
two rooms – the hall and the room – with a single entry. In the first half of 
the 20th century, the plan replacing the old one all over Romania is the 
central hall with two lateral rooms. The central hall is large and contains the 
fire place. One of the two rooms, heated by a blind fireplace, is inhabited, 
while the other room, not heated, is the “clean room” where the peasant 
used to keep his nicest pieces of furniture and carpets.  

In Walachia, architecture differs from one county to another and also 
depending on relief. 

1. The plain area house  
The plain area house is rarely tall: it has only a ground floor and a 

long, narrow terrace in front of it. It also has a small pavilion often as a 
simple platform a little above the level of the terrace. As for the decoration, 
there are few sculpted or carved ornaments. In exchange, there is a rich 
relief decoration of plaster and gypsum mouldings – imitating a neoclassical 
style in which the facade is decorated with columns having classical 
capitels. 

At the end of the 19th century and at the beginning of the 20th 
century, the typical house characteristic to Southern Oltenia was the house 
half buried in the ground (cottage). Thus, in 1950, there were, in the village 
Castranova alone, 50 such cottages, despite the fact that the Regulation 
concerning village architectural management (1894) prohibited the building 
of such cottages. A cottage had a large central room with a fireplace in one 
corner below ground level. Next to this room, there was another room 
heated by the fireplace in the central room. Access was through the small 
hall before the central room. The entrance hall had no door, and the ground 
had a slight slope linking the outside and the inside. Later on, the house plan 
changed from a central room and a heated room to a central room and two 
lateral heated rooms.  

At the beginning of the 20th century, the house moved on the ground. 
The building materials also changed: instead of oak they sued bricks or 
willow twigs intertwined and stuck, and the thatched roof (stuck with clay) 
was replaced by tin and tiles. The roof started to have 4 slopes.  

Starting with the first decades of the 20th century, burnt bricks 
become the dominant building material in southern Walachia. 
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2. The hill area house 
In Northern Walachia another type of house developed because of 

the basic trades of the inhabitants (fruit tree and grape growers) who needed 
to store their agricultural products – the tall house. 

House ornamentation is very rich: the poles are sculpted and so is 
the door frame while the beam parallel to the facade is carved. The roof has 
4 slopes and it is covered with wooden tiles.  

In the Mehedinti County, where the main building material is oak 
and beech, houses are built of beams covered by willow twigs on which 
plaster is applied. The roof is covered with wooden tiles. Later, the house is 
more developed, with facilities on the ground floor (cellars, sheds for small 
animals). Access to the upper floor is through a small pavilion incastrated in 
the wall or exposed outside and made of flagstone. The plan of the house is 
characterised by the partial terrace, by the pavilion and by the huge room. 
Art elements are concentrated in the woodwork of the terrace. The beams 
and the poles are decorated with geometrical motifs. The edge of the roof is 
decorated with even cut peaks. 

The most beautiful peasant architecture developed in the Gorj 
County. 

3. The mountain area house 
Oak ahs been the main building material, but stone and bricks were 

also used at the beginning of the 20th century. The basement and the 
columns and arcades are of stone and brick. Wooden tiles are little by little 
replaced by tin and earth tiles. 

The plan of the house is made up of a central hall and of two rooms 
or of 2, 3, or 4 rooms in a row, each of which has its own door opening to 
the terrace. The house of Gorj is impressive due to its size and decorations. 
The ground floor house is massive but not heavy, while the one-storeyed 
house is slim and elegant due to its columns.  

The decorations of the house continue the wooden sculpture. The 
wooden poles are particularly beautiful. The window frames are decorated 
with sculpted roses. Another novelty is the decoration made of worked 
wood and of coloured wood and walls. Fretwork becomes a new type of 
decoration in both column capitels and in polylobed arches of the 
beginnings.  

Traditional wooden dwellings in which the initial material was only 
bench planed are covered with plaster. 
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Wood is the main building material in the Valcea County, together 
with stone which is largely used not only for the low basement of the 
ground floor houses but also for the developed basement used to harbour the 
facilities. Brick is more and more used here too, as well as a combination of 
stone and bricks. The wooden tiles of the roof are little by little replaced by 
earth tiles and, more rarely, by tin; the pavilion is moved towards the centre 
of the building, turning into a roof for the entrance staircase. 

The new house has preserved the carvings and the structure of the 
old ornamental systems, but they are changed and more numerous. The 
plaster is sometimes coloured and the ornamental motifs are grouped below 
the roof and around the window frames after the model of the urban houses. 
Fretwork is a novelty decorating the frontispiece of the pavilions with two 
slopes as well as the water spouts.  

 
CONCLUSIONS 

If the house of northern Walachia is noted for the very artistic use of 
the wood, the south is noted for its original achievements derived from the 
features of the natural geographical, social-economic, and historical 
environment, from the variety of building and decoration materials and 
techniques. 

If in northern Walachia we could discern three areas – the high 
plateau of Mehedinti, the depression of Gorj, and the high hills of Valcea – 
the architecture of southern Walachia – in the plains – is unitary in the 
counties of Dolj and Romanati, with just a few differences. 
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