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Abstract: Romanian culas are the proof of the artistic sense and 
craftsmen’s skills who have taken over elements from the architecture of 
the fortified boyars’ houses. The buildings that can be admired in certain 
areas in the country are a synthesis of the features of the peasants’ 
houses.     
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INTRODUCTION 
 

As a general rule, culas (from the Turkish kula ‘tower’) are tall 
buildings, with walls painted in white and penetrated by small towers, 
looking like small fortresses built for the needs of a single family. They are 
the equivalent of the Transylvanian peasant fortresses and of the Moldavian 
fortified monasteries – all built to protect from the invaders. Culas have a 
high ground floor, lighted through very narrow openings and connected to 
the first floor by an inner staircase. It seems that they also had secret ways 
out (through tunnels) like medieval fortresses. Culas in Argeş have no 
veranda, while the ground floor is isolated. Some of them (e.g. the cula in 
Curtişoara harbouring nowadays the folk art section of the Museum in 
Târgu Jiu, or the culas in Măldăreştii de Sus, near Horezu) have two storeys. 
They are spread all over the Balkans, and it seems they have been built on 
the present territory of Romania (all over Oltenia and Western Walachia) 
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starting with the year 1650, when lower or higher boyars were trying to 
protect their assets from the Turks.  
 There are also hybrid culas, i.e. boyar’s houses with a typical thick-
walled ground floor: 

- Cula of Budeasa; 
- Cula of Crainici, on the Motru Valley; 
- Cula of Glogova, 20 km from Tismana and 60 km from Turnu 

Severin); 
- Cula of Vlădaia (16th century), apparently built by the famous 

Preda Buzescu. 
 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 

 In the present paper, we make a presentation of the architectural 
style of culas, comapring them with other architectural styles, and trying to 
point out the degree of interest they might arise in agri-tourists as an 
alternative form of cultural tourism. 
 Since the theme of our doctoral thesis is the rural territorial planning 
of Oltenia, in this paper we focus on the main culas in this historical region 
of Romania. Thus, the 18 remaining culas (of which some are in ruins) are 
distributed in the following counties (Figure 1): 

 
Figure 1. Map of Oltenia 

- The Dolj County: 
• Cula Cernătescu (18th century), commune Cernăteşti, 35 

from Craiova; 
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• Cula Izvoranu (18th century), commune Brabova (on the 
road from Craiova to Vânju Mare; 

• Cula Poenaru (1750), commune Almaj, with frescoes 
inspired by Aesop’s fables. 

- The Gorj County: 
• Cula Cornoiu (18th century), in Curtişoara, after Târgu Jiu, 

about 15 km to the north on the national road DN 66-E79, 
and then to the right, on the county road DJ 665; 

• Cula Crăsnaru (1808), village Groşerea, commune 
Aninoasa; 

• Cula Grecescu (1818), village Siacu, commune Slivileşti. 
- The Mehedinţi County: 

• Cula Cuţui (1815), commune Broşteni, on the national road 
DN 67, about 10 km before getting to the town of Motru; 

• Cula Nistor (1812), village Cerneţi, commune Simian, 5 km 
South-East from Drobeta Turnu-Severin, on the national road 
DN 67; 

• Cula Tudor Vladimirescu (1800), village Cerneţi, commune 
Simian, 5 km South-East from Drobeta Turnu-Severin, on 
the national road DN 67. 

- The Olt County: 
• Cula Bujoreni, commune Bujoreni, on the Olt Valley, on the 

national road DN 7-E81, 6 km North from Râmnicu Vâlcea; 
• Cula Duca (beginning of the 17th century), commune 

Măldăreşti, on the national road DN67 between Târgu Jiu 
and Râmnicu Vâlcea; 

• Cula Galiţa (1790), village Câmpu Mare, commune 
Dobroteasa; 

• Cula Greceanu (beginning of the 17th century), commune 
Măldăreşti, on the national road DN67 between Târgu Jiu 
and Râmnicu Vâlcea; 

• Cula Zătreni (1754), Commune Zătreni, on the national road 
DN 67B, half way between Târgu Cărbuneşti and Drăgăşani. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 
 Since culas have, despite their main use, particular features, we can 
suggest associating some forms of rural tourism with the visiting of these 
interesting buildings, developing hybrid forms of tourism (agri-tourism and 
cultural tourism) in an attempt to turn agri-tourism into agritainment. Thus, 
depending on the particular features of a cula or another, we can suggest the 
following combinations: 

- Agri-tourism + historical tourism (a sub-category of cultural 
tourism). The Cula Tudor Vladimirescu (1800, village Cerneţi, 
commune Simian, 5 km South-East from Drobeta Turnu-Severin, 
on the national road DN 67) is representative for the single-
storeyed culas. It used to be, for a short period of time, the 
property of Tudor Vladimirescu, the leader of the Revolt of 1821 
and, supposedly, a secret deposit of arms and maybe also money. 
(Figure 2) 

 
Figure 2. Cula Vladimirescu 

- Agri-tourism + cultural tourism (architecture). Cula Duca 
(beginning of the 17th c., commune Măldăreşti, on the national 
road DN67 between Târgu Jiu and Râmnicu Vâlcea). Still 
surrounded by the initial defense wall, it has a unitary 
architectural style: rectangular plan, way out to the west, and 
solid ground floor with unique entrance, blind fireplaces, and a 
strong belt. The inscription 1827 marks the year the stuccos – a 
novelty in cula architecture – were made: they represent people 
and fabulous animals. (Figure 3) 
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Figure 3. Cula Duca 

- Agri-tourism + cultural tourism (history + architecture + 
cinematography). Cula Greceanu (beginning of the 17th c., 
commune Măldăreşti, on the national road DN67 between Târgu 
Jiu and Râmnicu Vâlcea) is the oldest cula in the country. The 
architectural style is “brâncovenesc”, i.e. verandas with arches, 
defense tower, ground floor, inner staircase, access to the storey. 
It has thick walls, a rectangular plan, and a way out to the west, a 
ground floor and two storeys. Huge wooden poles support the 
massive beams. This ground floor ahs been used in film-making 
(Romanian movies dedicated to some of our national heroes). 
(Figure 4) 

 

 
Figure 4. Cula Greceanu 
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CONCLUSIONS 

 
If Moldavia has fortified monasteries, and if Transylvania ahs 

fortified castles, Oltenia has fortified family houses called culas. Famous for 
their particular architecture and for their rich historical heritage, these 
buildings can become the goal of hybrid forms of tourism such as agri-
tourism – cultural (architecture, history) tourism – thus resulting in a new 
form of agritainment – another solution for the development of the rural 
area 
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