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Abstract: The threatening shadow of international terrorism is spreading 
all over the parts of the whole word. None of the countries or societies 
can be independent from the threat. Unfortunately the means of the 
international terrorism are becoming rougher and rougher. Terror 
attacks demanding innocent victim are quite often nowadays so if 
terrorists want to get their require attention and publicity and to create 
the size of confusion and uncertainty serving their aims which demand a 
huge fall of human life – especially innocent ones. That is why they chose 
travel destinations more often as target points. Placing attacks on them 
brings the expected publicity and damage both in financial means and 
fall of human life. I would like to get an answer in my study that effects 
have the attacks on travel destination on the society and its political life 
and economy. I have chosen Egypt as a sample country where these 
effects. It is also a country where tourism contributes to the national 
income with a significant amount. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

In my opinion if we want to judge how much tourism threatened by 
terrorism we have to take in general features of terrorism and to show the 
process of how tourism become an aim of terrorism.  

The aim of terrorism is to reduce the reputation of the state and the 
legitimacy of the government with undermining security. Different terror 
organisations carry out drastic actions in the given country to make its 
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existing political system instable. Their actions are to prove the weakness of 
the given state’s administration. Therefore their main goal is to reach a 
general disappointment in public which leads to firstly gaining supporters, 
secondary a fall of counter actions effectiveness and thirdly their required 
instability too. What’s more the states introduce restrictive steps which are 
favourable to the goals of terror organisations as citizens feel their rights are 
restricted so their opposition to the existing ruling power increases. 

I have to emphasize that terror organisations have different aims 
subject to their ethnic, religious and ideological identity. Apart from this all 
the organisations have the aim of fighting against the existing ruling power 
in order to overthrow it. (A. Horváth, 2009.) 

The biggest change of terrorism in the last period that beside the 
political terrorism from the 1960’s and 70’s the religious terrorism has or 
terrorism originating in religion have appeared and are gaining strength.  

„Nowadays the fundamental Islamic terrorism can be seen to be 
gaining strength. Experience coming from the actions of groups organised 
on this base give the conclusion that these terror organisations as opposed to 
the former European radical left-wing terror organisations which only 
wanted to change the Western European social system, the fundamental 
Islamic terrorism wants to demolish the whole Western culture and lifestyle. 
(Zs. Rostoványi, 2002.) Nevertheless it would be a mistake to consider the 
Islamic religion and terrorism the same whereas in the past decade we could 
witness that the fundamental Islamic terror groups have been gaining 
strength.”1 

Among the reason of the fundamental Islamic terrorism coming into 
being are those the fundamental Islamic extremist find the below ones 
prejudicial: (I. Sárkány, 2008) 

- The backwardness of economic development in their countries. 
- Defencelessness to the West. 
- The hazardous influence of the Western civilization on the 

Islamic culture. 
Based on these reason the fundamental Islamic is uniform and solid 

inside but close outside. They consider any other culture strange or in a 

                                                
1 Dr. Horváth Attila: Az élelmiszerellátási lánc kritikus infrastruktúrái, 
terrorfenyegetettségének jellemzői, Hadmérnök, IV. Évfolyam 2. szám, 2009. június, pp. 
440.  
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worse case hostile. Creating a portrayal of the enemy is a characteristic of 
them which they have recently found in Western lifestyle and culture so 
west has become the target of Islamic terrorism. 

„This statement is also based on the following: 
- The main political, economic and military influence focused on 

the West. 
- Islam especially it’s aggressive and extremely fundamental 

crowed is characterised by constancy, homogeneity and respect 
of authority. On the contrary the West is characterised by 
variety, changing and dynamism shortly freedom.”2 

Naturally from the point of Islamic fundamentalism it is not 
secondary either that economic and military ability together with liberalism 
can only be found in the Western World so it is a perfect enemy. 

However the means of terror organisations keep changing among 
other things new targets areas appear like tourism with the attacks o fit the 
terror organisation can achieve the following aims: (A. Horváth, 2010.) 

- They deter foreigners visiting the country so income from 
tourism decreases, which means a significant loss of economic 
achievement for some countries and can be used to undermine 
the ruling power. 

- The recession of the tourist sector can create unemployment 
which makes social stress. 

- They can create a conflict between the host country and the 
attacked tourist’s country, which can also increase the instability 
of the official power.  

- The fall in the numbers of foreigners and the decrease of the 
Western values influence go hand in hand, which are 
advantageous according to the fundamental Islamic view. 

Besides being a target, tourism can also be interesting from another 
aspect for the terror organisations. Employees working in it are able to move 
around more freely than average citizens even in the closer and restricted 
societies. They can obtain a visa easier, their travels are less restricted, and 
they can get into restricted an area that’s why they are critically important to 
the terror organisations as members, supporters or informers. (A. Dereskey, 

                                                
2 Sárkány István: Terrorizált civilizáció, civilizált terrorizmus, Szakmai szemle, 2008/I. pp. 
83. 
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L. Dávid, 2009) The orientation towards its direction can be seen from an 
example in Bolivia where among the perpetrators there was a person who 
worked in tourism. Similarly we have to mention the assassination of Israeli 
Minister of Tourism Rahavam Zeevi in Jerusalem October 2001 which was 
caused by a terror attack. The police of Jerusalem assume that the 
perpetrators could only be successful with the help of the hotel Arabic 
employees where the minister was staying. (P. Morvai, 2001.) The support 
meant passing their knowledge of the place, ensuring free movements as 
well as informing terrorists on which period the minister not requiring 
security protection. 

Although taking part of tourist employees in an active or passive 
way is alone a threatening outcome, nowadays the main risk of tourism are 
attacks on destinations and tourists. Attacks on countries having large 
income, from tourism have a huge fall of tourist attractive force. If the threat 
lasts for a long time the tourists and its attacked investments will decrease. 
In a more drastic case the amount of operating capital flowing into the 
country will decrease, which can retard the economy. (M. Hasznos, 2009.) 
As we have already seen these factors are favourable for the terror 
organisations to achieve their aims provided that the governments of the 
attacked countries do not take any steps to stop terrorism. In international 
scales the governments of the affected countries can be hit by „the shadow 
of terror threat” which itself can be enough for isolation or in more serious 
cases by applying international sanctions against them. Unfortunately 
isolation or international sanctions also coincide wit the aims of terror 
organisations since they generate discontent, which can increase the number 
of people sympathising with terror organisations. 

The main question of our topic is whether nowadays the terrorist 
attacks on tourist destinations or tourists, are able to undermine a country’s 
economy in such an extent that is suitable to the aims of the terrorists. For 
instance the terrorist attack on the eleven of September 2001 was a shocking 
event which caused 4-6 % fall of tourist turnover comparing that of the 
previous year even in the European capitals. 

In my opinion we can come to a more factual answer if we examine 
a sample country where tourism is an important branch of national economy 
yet local tourism is seriously threatened by terrorist attacks. 
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THE TERROR THREAT OF EGYPTIAN TOURISM 

   
Egypt has been considered a major tourist destination since the 

boom of international tourism. Tourism fulfils an important role in the 
country’s life which can be seen in the division of labour among the national 
economic sector and also in the division of employment. The GDP of Egypt 
in 2008 was 452.5 billion dollars. Agriculture attributed 13.4 %, industry 
37.6 % and the whole service sector including tourism 48.9 %. In The last 
years tourism produces 6-7 % of annual GDP and also the main foreign 
currency earner. The employment structure of the country shows a similar 
picture. 32% of the employed work in the agriculture, 17% in the industry 
and 51% in the service sector with an average 9-10% unemployment rate. 
The Egyptian economy can be characterised by continuous development, 
which can be seen in the quadruple GDP in the past three decades:  
 

Chart 1  
 

Year GDP based on 
PPP* per capita 

(billion USD) 

Year GDP based on 
PPP* per capita 

(billion USD) 
1980 1246.264 1994 2605.776 
1981 1354.808 1995 2721.989 
1982 1501.311 1996 2847.271 
1983 1654.088 1997 2998.376 
1984 1803.751 1998 3193.274 
1985 1940.528 1999 3366.184 
1986 2025.225 2000 3548.995 
1987 2121.698 2001 3685.978 
1988 2235.948 2002 3792.553 
1989 2338.348 2003 3911.001 
1990 2438.257 2004 4097.607 
1991 2524.985 2005 4316.594 
1992 2423.171 2006 4534.818 
1993 2499.702 2007 4752.501 

Source: www.imf.org 

                                                
* PPP – purchasing-power-parity 
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Chart 2 

  

GDP based on PPP per capita 

(billion USD)
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Source: www.imf.hu 
 

We can see a similar increase in the Egyptian tourist indexes. For 
example in 2006 9 million tourists visited the country, which meant 8.5 
billion dollar income in that year. By 2007 both indexes increased, the 
number of tourists were 11.2 million, which made 10.6 billion dollar 
income. The trend kept in 2008, increasing with 12.1 million tourists and 
11.6 billion dollar income. They had 13 million tourist and 12.4 billion 
dollar income in 2009. The later data is remarkable since the service factor 
reached these results despite the economic crisis which Egyptian economy 
also felt. For instance room bookings in January of 2009 was 30% less than 
that of these previous year same period. 

After all we proceed the most serious terror attacks in Egypt, which 
aimed at tourist destinations or tourists and examine whether they have 
effects on income of tourism and the tendency of the GDP. 
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Chart 3 

Date Location Attack Victims Elkövető 
December 1993. - Bomb attack 16 injury al-Gama’ al-Islamiyya 
September 1994.  Hurghada Gun attack 4 dead al-Gama’ al-Islamiyya 
September 1996.  Kairo Gun attack 18 dead 

15 injury 
al-Gama’ al-Islamiyya 

1996.  Istambul Gun attack 18 dead al-Jihad 
September 1997.  - Gun attack 9 dead al-Gama’ al-Islamiyya 
November 1997.  Luxor Gun attack 63 dead al-Gama’ al-Islamiyya 
November 2004.  Taba Bomb attack 34 dead 

130 injury 
Tawhid Islamic 
Brigade 

July 2005.  Sarm-er-
Sejk 

Gun attack 70 dead Abdullah Azzam 
Martyr Army 

April 2006.  Dahab Bomb attack 20 dead - 

Source: own work 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

Comparing the major terror attacks with the tourist indexes and the 
tendency of The GD we can say that these attacks causing serious tolls of 
human life have not retarded the developing trend of the tourists’ number, 
income and GDP tendency in Egypt so far. This however doesn’t mean that 
we can undervalue the threat of tourism as we can see from the list above 
that all four big Egyptian terror organisations are involved in attacks on 
tourists. Terrorism still means a security challenge to governments as well 
as societies. Moreover these challenges in tourism are getting quite 
significant. The attacks on tourists beside their personal tragedies can cause 
more serious consequences. It is true though that at present these attacks are 
not able to undermine the economy of a country where tourism is a major 
factor of its national economy. By contrast they can significantly attribute to 
reaching of instability and isolation of the country. 
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