
LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XII (3) 

NOVEMBER 2008: ATTACKS AGAINST BUSINESS TOURISM 
IN MUMBAI 

 

NOIEMBRIE 2008: ATACURILE ÎMPOTRIVA TURISMULUI ÎN 
MUMBAI 

 

A. HORVÁTH1 

 

1 Tomori Pál Főiskola College Kalocsa, Hungary; horvathpresent@gmail.com 

 
 

Abstract: In the evening on 26 Th November 2008 a well organised 
fidayeen (suicide squad) attached India’s entertainment and financial 
capital. The terrorists attached 10 different places in the same time and one 
after another. Three from these places are connected to business tourism. 
The world public opinion could know the name of Cafe Leopold and two 
luxurious hotels, the Oberoi-Trident and Taj-Mahal Palace & Tower, from 
reports of news agents. In this study the author is searching for the answer 
why the business tourism in Mumbai became the most important target of 
terrorists. How could be happened that a small group was going on the 
front pages of the media some 60 hours all over the world? 
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THE FEATURES OF INFIA’S TERROR THREAT 
 

In connection with terrorism India is among those countries from 
which the Central and Eastern European media does not cover and report 
the geopolitical significance of the continent-size country cannot query by 
its territorial measure, population, economic development, financial position 
and military troops. There is some talk of such a region that the European 
opinion should pay much more attention to it. Moreover India has counted 
as a special country in the different forms of terrorism for decades. The 
following are present in India at the same time:  

1. ethnic and religious opposite (Hinduism – Muslim) 
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2. separatist (separation endeavour of Kashmir and Assam province) 
3. as well ideological terrorism (Marxist and Maoist terror groups) 

Nowadays, according to researchers Mumbai is a real ’megapolis’. 
About 19 million people live into his town and its suburbs. The population 
is exceeds of such metropolis as Tokyo, New York, or London. The 
significance of Mumbai origins from not only the population, but the town 
considers as the economic and financial centre of the region. The National 
Bank of India works in third town. Mumbai considers as the ’engine’ of 
India’s economic development and one of the most important symbols. For 
this reason it is no accident, which Mumbai has become a proffered target of 
extreme Islam terror groups. The effect of terror attacks committed in 
Mumbai and caused serious consequences, does not remain between the 
county’s boundary because of the financial and economic importance of the 
town.  

Mostly it is true, if terror attacks are committed by an extreme Islam 
organisation, because after these actions the tense India-Pakistan crisis is 
deepening. After terror actions committed by Islam extremists in different 
regions of the country India usually accuse of Pakistan to support terrorists. 
On 13 December 2001 the Parliament building of India had been attacked 
and 14 people died in the well-organised action. It is due to luck and wrong 
planning that the attack did not cause more serious consequences. In this 
case consequences had serious geopolitical crisis and plunged the countries 
into war. Do not remember India and Pakistan is nuclear superpowers. So in 
case a potential conflict between them means a serious security challenge of 
the world.  
 
 

WHY THE BUSINESS TERRORISM WAS THE FIRST TARGET? 
 

According to the Minister of Home Affairs the previous week was so 
quiet in India. International terror threat has been felt just from Bangladesh. 
It could not be said in the first half of 2008. Serious explosions happened in 
several Indian towns. The targets of explosions were such places where 
local population and tourists also visit. Mumbai does not belong to those 
towns sheer tourists arrive to sightseeing.  

The terror attack series against the Indian metropolis started on 26 
November 2008. The local special police forces immediately took up arms 
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against attacking terrorists. As it turned out afterwards the armed attackers 
were 10 and divided into 2-persons groups. It was clear at the beginning of 
terror attacks that the perpetrators got a competent military training. There 
were three viewpoints of targets selections:  

- firstly, the maximalisation of victims’ number 
- secondly, targets being lightly attacked, 
- thirdly, there is a symbolic means of attacked buildings. 

Besides Cafe Leopold and two hotels, Oberoi-Trident and Taj-Mahal 
Palace & Tower, which are popular among foreign businessmen, shoot-out  
affray was broken out at the Central Railway Station, a hospital and two 
Jewish community houses. 
Because of the topic of the article firstly I appreciate the occurrences of 
terrorism. But according to the attack against Cama Hospital it is noticeable 
that terrorists wanted to make heavier the rescue of terrorists too.  

It is a question how the attackers got to the financial megacity of 
India. The planning and implementation of the terror attack series support 
unambiguously that the leaders of the action and the members of commando 
knew the rules of city-warfare thoroughly. The fidayeen (suicide squad) 
utilizes took advantage that India and especially Mumbai is opened to the 
Indian-Ocean. And they approached the town by stolen vessels, after that 
disembarked by inflatable boats. The plan-makers adopted the well-tried 
strategy of Al-Kaida terror network, in other words they attacked light 
targets at several places in the same time. 

Although into he trend of terrorism it means a new agents and 
televisions have concentrated to the fight for three days. A Deccan 
Mujahedeen terror group assumed full responsibility for the terror attack 
series during the action. Although the Indian authorities had made a 
statement in the beginning yet, the Pakistan Lashkare-e-Taiba (LeT) group 
stands in the background. 

In one of the three tourism target, the exclusive Cafe Leopold the 
gunmen enter into the room and opened fire to the sitting guests, than 
quickly left the scene. In turn, into his hotels a lasting combat started 
between the security forces and terrorists. Those guests who managed to 
escape from the building declared unanimously the perpetrators had hunted 
the American and British citizens. The terrorists wanted to prove 
unambiguously they consider their enemy not just India but also the lead 
power of the western world.  
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In the history of terrorism is not new that a luxury hotel would be a 
target of a terror group. On 4 March 1975 eight members of PLO attacked 
the Savoy Hotel in Tel-Aviv. They invade the building and took 13 
hostages. The Israelian anti-terrorist commando quickly managed to render 
harmless the attackers. The same situation did not succeed in India. The 
causes of it are combined and instructive for the Indian Government and 
other countries faced terror threat. 
 
 

WHY THE SOLUTION OF CRISIS DRAGED ON? 
 

Despite the fact, the terrorism in India is an everyday danger, the 
siege of hotels lasted. The first question in this situation: The attack can be 
avoidable? The answer is ambiguously yes, but the intelligence 
information’s against terrorism had not been coordinated adequately. In 
February 2008 in Northern India a suspicious terrorist man was captured 
and found such sketch with him on what would be the possible targets of a 
terror attack against Mumbai in November 2008. Several months before the 
terror attack have been made reconnaissance in the megapolis. In connection 
with terrorism it is established such as failures of information flow and 
analysing would cause serious consequences in the future. 

The upper mentioned statement is true. In case of a terror attack 
series against Mumbai also had been proved. The perpetrators knew 
thoroughly all of the places, they felt them self at home in the hotels. The 
same could not said the Indian security forces. Seemingly every accidental 
happening helped the terrorist, while the circumstances also hindered the 
security forces. Although these can be accompany to organizational 
disorders and human failures. Although these can be accompany to 
organizational disorders and human failures. 

The terrorists had been thoroughly prepared for attacks. Parallel with 
satisfactory training they had good organisational plan and they must knew 
the scene too. It is proved their determination that bullets for AK-47 
machine guns, handgranades and dried fruits had been found in their 
backpacks. Besides machine guns they possessed satellite phones. So they 
were able to know immediately what the media was broadcasting. 

Before the terror attack series the security experts qualified India’s 
anti-terror organisations as a well-operating system. Besides the intelligence 
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offices India has a well-trained National Security Group (NSG) for which 
British and German anti-terrorist commandos served as a model. Moreover 
there is an armed organisation in every province and large town that is 
charge of terror attacks prevention. It seems to be a well-organised system, 
but in November 2008 did not work adequately. The commanders show 
were charge of commanding the first reactions had died in the beginning of 
the attack. The training of local forces was insufficient. E. g.: the members 
of Anti-Terrorism Squad’s Quick Reaction Teams did not take part shooting 
exercises because of the lack of bullets. The National Security Guard (NSG) 
forces arrived too late to the town because of the lack of airlift capacity. 
After arrived NSG forces had to capture the terrorist without a sketch of the 
scene by the way from room to room. Worryingly the list of failures never 
ends. There was no problem with the bravery of the security forces, but their 
equipment and leadership. 
 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

According to official facts 182 people died and 300 wounded due to 
the terror attack series. The effective material waste is incredible high, 
experts estimated 30-40 billion dollars. The amount of direct waste, as 
lasted confidence and frustrated investments could not be expressed by 
money.  

There are some lessons for organisations to fight against terrorism. 
E. g.: maritime security of India, to deal with special affairs, and the most 
important is the training of Special Forces. The occurrence of terror threat 
also broadens with an element. Nowadays not only the mass tourism but the 
business tourism is also one of the possible targets. 
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