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Abstract: The Romanian touristic villages can be classified according to 
various criteria, but the most important are the geographic, 
ethnographic, form of tourism, and potential for tourism criteria. As the 
Romanian rural touristic product is original and complex, no 
classification would be comprehensive enough. The paper reduces to four 
important classifications and tries to combine them for a better 
characterization of the Romanian touristic villages. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The touristic villages are those villages with natural and man-made 

potential for tourism that may result in rural touristic product, fulfilling a 
series of touristic motivations and having specific establishments of touristic 
reception. The Romanian bibliography in the field also provides the terms 
“villages with touristic vocation” (10) or “villages with touristic valence” 
(1), used to describe this notion more accurately. The touristic village is also 
located in a picturesque and unpolluted natural environment, preserves 
traditions and has a rich historical background (5). The touristic function 
may be seasonal or permanent and completes the functions of the respective 
village, by bringing benefits to the local community. 

 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 
The Romanian village has an exceptional potential for tourism, 

though the rural touristic product is insufficiently used for now. Therefore it 
is imperative to identify and classify the villages with touristic valences. 
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The legislation in effect does not cover the identification, homologation, 
organization and functioning of the touristic villages, and limits to the 
facilities for rural tourism development and rural touristic boarding houses 
functioning (Law no. 145/1994, Governmental Resolution no. 62/ 1994, 
Order no. 20/ 1995 of the Ministry of Tourism, Governmental Order 63/ 
1997, Law no. 187/ 1998, Governmental Resolution no. 601/ 1997, 
Governmental Resolution no. 972/ 1998 – 10, 11). Notice the efforts of the 
Ministry of Tourism started in 1972 (identification of 118 villages with rural 
potential for tourism) and continued only after 1989, as well as the efforts of 
some associations, among which ANTREC (that enlisted touristic boarding 
houses in 780 villages).  

It is necessary to establish the typology of the touristic villages in 
order to promote the most proper form of tourism according to the specifics 
of each village, based on the principle of specialization in managing the 
touristic activities. This may result in a better understanding and functioning 
of the demand-offer mechanism and a better management of the touristic 
services according to the tourists’ motivations and preferences (1, 7). The 
Romanian bibliography in the field classifies the touristic villages according 
to different criteria (1, 4, 5, 7, 10, 11). 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUTIONS 

 
As the Romanian rural touristic product is original and complex, no 

classification would be comprehensive enough. Let’s reduce to four 
important classifications and then try to combine them in order to 
characterize better the Romanian touristic villages. 

A. The geographic criterion of classification gives the following 
four groupings: 

1. the touristic villages located in mountain areas have the following 
common characteristics: remarkable landscapes, therapeutic climate (tonic, 
stimulant bio-climate), traditional pastoral and forestry occupations. In 
particular, add some spectacular landforms (gorges, narrow straits, 
waterfalls, caves), protected areas, forests, balneal resources, ski domain, 
hunting fund, archeological vestiges, religious places (monasteries, 
churches), traditional architecture, ethno-folkloric manifestations. This is 
the category with the most numerous examples, among which the villages: 
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Fundata, Şirnea, Zizin (BV)∗, Rucăr, Dragoslavele, Dâmbovicioara, 
Nucşoara, Arefu, Brădetu, Cetăţeni (AG), Botiza (MM), Rânca (GJ), 
Băişoara (CJ), Izvorul Mureşului (HR), Durău (NT), Borsec, Bilbor (HR), 
Moneasa (AR), Vaţa de Jos (HD), Geoagiu-Băi (HD), Băile Şugaş, Ozunca 
Băi, Biborţeni (CV), Gărâna (CS), Stâna de Vale (BH), Arieşeni (AB), 
Prislop, Jina (SB), Suceviţa, Putna,Vatra Moldoviţa, Vama (SV), Agapia, 
Văratec (NT), Cheia (PH); 

2. the touristic villages located in hills and plateaus are generally 
characterized by sedative-indifferent bio-climate, traditional fruit and wine 
growing occupations, monasteries and churches and particularly ethno-folkloric 
values, balneal resources, fishing and hunting fund: Lereşti, Nămăeşti, Boteni, 
Corbi, Albeştii de Muscel, Sălătrucu, Berevoeşti, Schitu Goleşti, Bughea de 
Sus, Coşeşti (AG), Coteşti, Bistriţa, Slătioara, Bujoreni (VL), Tismana (GJ), 
Bala, Cireşu (MH), Săcelu (GJ), Bazna (SB), Vulcana Băi (DB), Sărata 
Monteoru, Oglinzi, Bălţăteşti (NT), Cojocna (CJ), Ocna Dejului (CJ), Telega 
(PH), Bizuşa Băi (SJ), Soveja, Năruja, Andrieşeni, Coteşti, Panciu (VN), 
Dragomirna, Marginea, Bosanci, Sadova (SV), Iernut (MS), Şiria (AR), 
Bohotin (IS), Murfatlar, Ostrov (CT), Niculiţel (TL), Jidvei (AB); 

3. the touristic villages located in plains do not have a notable natural 
potential for tourism, but preserve authentic ethno-folkloric values: Oboga, 
Româna (Olt), Balaci, Plosca, Troianul, Bujoreni (TR). Some of them are 
known for their balneal and therapeutic resources: Amara (IL), Lacu Sărat 
(BR), Călacea (TM); 

4. the touristic villages located in the Danube Delta and Black Sea 
shore have remarkable landscapes, beaches, lakes, therapeutic mud, excitant 
and solicitant seaside bio-climate, flora and fauna protected areas, along 
with notable ethnographic elements and ancient vestiges: Maliuc, Mila 23, 
Chilia Veche, Periprava, C.A.Rosetti, Letea, Crişan, Caraorman, Mahmudia, 
Murighiol, Sfântu Gheorghe, Enisala, Jurilovca, Ceamurilia (TL), Istria, 
Nuntaşi, Agigea, Tuzla, Costineşti, Limanu, Vama Veche (CT). 

B. From the ethnographic point of view, the touristic villages 
belong to some folkloric and ethnographic areas. Different researchers 
found 4 folkloric areas and between 20 and 120 ethnographic areas in 
Romania. Let’s resume to the following groupings of ethnographic areas, 
corresponding to the historical provinces: 

                                                
∗ commonly agreed abbreviations for the Romanian counties 
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1. touristic villages from Moldavia (with the divisions Câmpulung 
Moldovenesc, Suceava, Ţinutul Botoşanilor, Neamţ, Bacău, Ţara Vrancei, 
Valea Bistriţei, Ţara Dornelor); 

2. touristic villages from Transylvania (Bistriţa-Năsăud, Cluj, Mureş, Ţara 
Moţilor, Alba, Târnave, Mărginimea Sibiului, Covasna, Braşov-Ţara Bârsei);   

3. touristic villages from Maramureş (Ţara Maramureşului, Ţara Oaşului); 
4. touristic villages from Crişana (Zarand, Beiuş, Bihor); 
5. touristic villages from Banat (Ţinutul Pădurenilor, Ţara Haţegului, 

Ţara Almăjului, Caraşova, Clisura Dunării); 
6. touristic villages from northern (Gorj, Vâlcea) and southern (Olt, 

Dolj, Mehedinţi) Oltenia; 
7. touristic villages from northern (Argeş-Muscel, Dâmboviţa, Prahova, 

Buzău, Brăila) and southern (Teleorman, Ialomiţa-Bărăgan, Ilfov) Muntenia; 
8. touristic villages from Dobruja (Danube Delta, Babadag, Constanţa).  

C. According to the prevailing form of tourism, the touristic 
villages in Romania classify as follows: 

1. touristic villages for stay, rest and recreation: Bran, Şirnea, 
Moieciu, Fundata (BV), Rucăr (AG), Cheia (PH); 

2. touristic villages for balneal tourism: Brădetu, Bughea de Sus (AG), 
Zizin (BV), Bala (MH), Coştiui (MM), Ocna Şugatag (MM), Călacea (TM), 
Săcelu (GJ), Amara, Lacu Sărat (BR), Bazna (SB), Vulcana Băi (DB), Sărata 
Monteoru, Borsec (HR), Bilbor (HR), Moneasa (AR), Vaţa de Jos (HD), 
Geoagiu-Băi (HD), Tinca (BH), Călacea (TM), Oglinzi, Bălţăteşti (NT), Băile 
Şugaş, Ozunca Băi, Biborţeni, Malnaş Băi, Balvanyoş, (CV), Băiţa (CJ), 
Cojocna (CJ), Ocna Dejului (CJ), Telega (PH), Bixad (SM), Soveja (VN); 

3. touristic villages for mountain tourism, including winter sports: 
Arieşeni (AB), Stâna de Vale (BH), Rânca (GJ), Gărâna (CS), Fundata (BV);  

4. touristic villages for sea, sund and sand tourism: Sfântu Gheorghe 
(TL), Agigea, Tuzla, Costineşti, 2 Mai, Vama Veche (CT); 

5. touristic villages for cultural-itinerant tourism, including the 
religious tourism: Sarmizegetusa, Grădiştea de Munte, Costeşti, Băniţa 
(HD), Cisnădioara, Bârsana, Deseşti, Budeşti, Plopiş, Şurdeşti (MM), 
Biertan, Saschiz, Valea Viilor (SB), Câlnic (AB), Viscri, Cristian, Ghimbav, 
Prejmer (BV), Suceviţa, Vatra Moldoviţa, Putna, Dragomirna (SV), Agapia, 
Văratec (NT), Costeşti, Bistriţa (VL), Tismana (GJ); 

6. touristic villages for ecologic and scientific tourism (in natural 
protected areas): Letea, Caraorman (TL), Arieşeni, Gârda de Sus, 
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Scărişoara, Râmeţ (AB), Remetea, Chişcău, Călugări (BH), Dâmbovicioara 
(AG), Nucşoara (HD), Sasca Montană (CS); 

7. touristic villages for aquatic recreation and sports: Snagov, 
Mogoşoaia, Cernica (IF), Budeasa (AG), Văliug, Gărâna (CS); 

8. touristic villages for ethno-folkloric tourism: Săpânţa, Botiza (MM), 
Sibiel, Răşinari (SB), Vama, Marginea, Putna (SV), Vaideeni (VL), Lereşti, 
Berevoeşti, Nucşoara, Corbi, Rucăr (AG), Avram Iancu (AB), Oboga, 
Româna (OT), Corund (HG), Vadu Crişului (BH). 

D. The most frequent classification of the Romanian touristic 
villages in the reference materials (1, 5, 7, 10) is by the main component of 
the potential for tourism. Therefore the villages of touristic interest can be 
generally classified as follows: 

1. the landscape and climate villages are proper for stay, walks, hiking, 
climate therapy: Fundata, Şirnea (BV), Rucăr, Dragoslavele (AG), Tismana 
(GJ), Botiza (MM), Rânca (GJ), Băişoara (CJ), Izvorul Mureşului (HR), 
Durău (NT), Cheia (PH); 

2. the balneal villages support the balneal tourism of local, and 
sometimes national interest: Brădetu and Bughea de Sus (AG), Zizin (BV), 
Bala (MH), Coştiui (MM), Ocna Şugatag (MM), Călacea (TM), Săcelu 
(GJ), Căldăruşani (IF), Amara (IL), Lacu Sărat (BR), Bazna (SB), Vulcana 
Băi (DB), Sărata Monteoru, Borsec (HR), Bilbor (HR), Moneasa (AR), Vaţa 
de Jos (HD), Geoagiu-Băi (HD), Tinca (BH), Călacea (TM), Oglinzi, 
Bălţăteşti (NT), Băile Şugaş, Ozunca Băi, Biborţeni, Malnaş Băi, Balvanyoş 
(CV), Băiţa (CJ), Cojocna (CJ), Ocna Dejului (CJ), Telega (PH), Bixad 
(SM), Bizuşa Băi (SJ), Soveja (VN); 

3. the touristic villages for winter (Fundata BV, Gărâna CS, Stâna de 
Vale BH, Arieşeni AB) and aquatic sports (Murighiol, Mila 23 TL, 
Budeasa AG, Văliug, Gărâna CS, Snagov, Mogoşoaia, Cernica IF); 

4. the pastoral villages are generally mountain villages with traditional 
pastoral occupations and famous dishes based on milk and mutton: Vaideeni 
(VL), Prislop, Jina (SB), Nucşoara, Corbi, Brădet (AG); 

5. the touristic villages for fishing and hunting organize recreational 
activities for tourists (fishing, hunting, safari), offering accommodation and 
traditional dishes based on fish or venison: Crişan, Sf.Gheorghe, Murighiol 
(TL), Ciocăneşti (SV), Gurghiu (MS), the villages on the valleys Vişeu and 
Bistriţa; 
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6. the villages of artistic and handicraft creation (pottery, wood and 
glass painting, wood and stone sculpture, popular weaving and embroidery, 
popular music and dance, remarkable popular architecture): Poieniţa, Lereşti, 
Corbi, Nucşoara, Brăduleţ, Berevoeşti, Rucăr (AG), Iveşti (VN), Tismana 
(GJ), Săpânţa (MM), Vama (SM), Oboga, Româna (OT), Corund (HR), 
Marginea (SV), Vadu Crişului (BH), Sibiel (SB), Iernut (MS), Nicula (CJ); 

7. the ethno-folkloric (ethnographic and folkloric) villages have an 
inestimable ethnographic value, represented by ethnographic museums, 
popular architecture, traditional costumes, folklore: Curţişoara (GJ), Avram 
Iancu (AB), Răşinari (SB), Vama (SV), Năruja (VR), Rucăr (AG); add the 
villages with ethno-folkloric manifestations as markets, festivities, fairs, 
popular song and dance festivals: Borca, Fărcaşa (NT), Bran, Moieciu, 
Fundata (BV), Rucăr, Dâmbovicioara, Lereşti, Coşeşti (AG), Pietroşiţa 
(DB), Vălenii de Munte (PH), Macea (AR), etc.; 

8. the touristic villages with scientific objectives have some natural 
protected areas that attract tourists with their beauty and uniqueness: 
Andrieşeni (VR), Cireşu (MH), Bosanci, Sadova (SV), Chiuzbaia (MM), 
Gârda de Sus, Scărişoara, Râmeţ (AB), Remetea, Chişcău, Călugări (BH), 
Dâmbovicioara (AG), Nucşoara (HD), Sasca Montană (CS), Letea, 
Caraorman (TL); 

9. the villages with historic, art and architecture monuments: 
- villages with archeological monuments: the villages with Dacian 
vestiges near Orăştie (Blidaru, Piatra Roşie, Băniţa, Căpâlna); 
- villages with religious architectural monuments: the monasteries 
from Moldavia (Suceviţa, Arbore, Vatra Moldoviţa, Putna, Dragomirna SV, 
Agapia, Văratec NT), northern Muntenia and Oltenia (Tismana, Polovragi, 
Cotmeana, Aninoasa), or the wood little churches from Maramureş 
(Budeşti, Bârsana, Plopiş, Deseşti); the villages with fortified churches from 
southern Transylvania (Prejmer, Hărman, Biertan, Feldioara, Cristian); 

10. the villages with ethnographic museums and collections (Bran and 
Cristian BV, Goleşti AG, Tălmaciu and Poiana Sibiului SB, Dăneşti and 
Tăcuta VS, Bărbăteşti and Irimeşti VL, Slăveni OT, Leu and Bârca DJ, 
Botoşana SV, etc.) or with memorial houses (Humuleşti, Hobiţa, Şiria, 
Nicolae Bălcescu, Ipoteşti, G. Coşbuc); 

11. the touristic villages renowned for their fruit and wine growing 
occupations: Recaş, Giarmata (TM), Şiria, Miniş (AR), Agapia (NT), 
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Coteşti, Panciu (VN), Bohotin (IS), Murfatlar, Ostrov (CT), Niculiţel (TL), 
Jidvei (AB). 

Another way of categorizing touristic villages from an economic 
point of view is by the existing accommodation capacity and category of 
comfort. But this classification implies detailed, accurate an updated data, 
while the available data (provided by the Romanian Statistical Yearbook 
and ANTREC) are insufficient. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

 
The Romanian touristic villages can be classified according to 

various criteria, but the most important are the geographic, ethnographic, 
form of tourism and potential for tourism criteria. One classification 
criterion is not enough to describe the complexity of the rural potential for 
tourism, so that a touristic village should be characterized by using more 
classification criteria, as the examples in the table below show.  

 
Table 1. Model of combined classifications of the Romanian touristic villages 

Classification 
criterion 

Categories 
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mountain touristic village x x x x     
hill and plateau touristic village     x x   
plain touristic village       x  

A. 
Geographic 

Danube Delta and Black Sea shore 
touristic village 

       x 

touristic village from Moldavia    x  x   
touristic village from Transylvania x  x      
touristic village from Maramureş         
touristic village from Crişana         
touristic village from Banat         
touristic village from Oltenia     x    
touristic village from Muntenia  x     x  

B. 
Ethnographic 

touristic village from Dobruja        x 
stay, rest and recreation tourism x x x  x x x x 
balneal tourism      x   
mountain tourism (including winter sports) x x x      
sea, sun and sand tourism        x 
cultural-itinerant tourism (including 
religious tourism) 

   x x  x  

ecologic and scientific tourism   x  x  x x 
aquatic recreation tourism       x x 

C. Form of 
tourism 

ethno-folkloric tourism x x x x x x   
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landscape and climate village x x x x x x  x 
balneal village      x   
winter or aquatic sport village   x    x  
pastoral village  x       
fishing and hunting village        x 
artistic and handicraft creation village x x    x   
ethno-folkloric village x x x x x x   
scientific objective village   x  x  x x 
village with historic, art and architecture 
monuments 

x x x x x x x  

village with ethnographic museums and 
collections or with memorial houses 

x x       

D. Potential 
for tourism 

fruit and wine growing village         
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