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Abstract:  Since the middle of the 20th century, the evolution of tourism it 
has been characterized on a global level, by a continuous growth 
tendency. However the past few years have characterized through many 
storms in the tourism sector, under the influence of an extremely volatile 
world economy, and tourism demand slowed significantly. But the decline 
of the tourism has slowed down and is predicted to come to a growth of 
this important sector of global economy. 
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 For many years the evolution of tourism has been characterized on a 
global level by a growth tendency due to the influence of economical, 
demographic, political and social factors. This evolution is described in 
Table 1 with the help of two important indicators, respectively 
Collections/Expenses in tourism and Arrivals/Departures of tourists. 

  
Table no.1 

Arrivals and Collections in international tourism 

Years Collections  (bld USD)  Arrivals  (mil)  

1950  2.1  25.3  
1970  17.9  165.8  
1990  199.5  266.2  
1999  455.5  664.4  
2007 - 908 

2008 - 924 
Source: World Tourism Organization 

 
However the past few years have characterized through many storms 

in the tourism sector, under the influence of an extremely volatile world 
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economy, like financial crisis, terrorism acts, sharp exchange rate 
fluctuations, commodity and oil price rises, and tourism demand slowed 
significantly. 
 The overall 2% growth in international tourism for 2008 builds on 
the strong results of the first part of the year before the collapse of the 
financial markets. The second half of the year showed an abrupt shift in 
trend with international tourist arrivals flat or showing negative growth in 
each of the last six months of 2008. Overall, the 5% growth between 
January and June gave way to a 1% decline in the second half of the year.  
 In 2008, international tourist arrivals reached 924 million, up 16 
million over 2007, representing a growth of 2%.Tourism demand slowed 
significantly through the year under the influence of crisis, undermining 
both consumer and business confidence and resulting in the current global 
economic recession. The second half of 2008 saw growth come to a 
standstill with the number of international arrivals declining slightly – a 
trend which continue in 2009. 
 For the year as a whole, all regions were positive except Europe, 
which suffered stagnation in arrivals. The best performances were registered 
in the Middle East (+11%), Africa (+5%) and the Americas (+4%). Growth 
was negative in the last six months of 2008 in both Europe (-3%) and Asia 
(-3%). The drop is even more significant in Asia given its double digit 
growth in 2007 and strong showing in the first part of 2008 (+6%). On the 
other hand, the Americas (+1%), Africa (+4%) and the Middle East (+5%) 
still posted positive results in the second half of the year, although with a 
significant slowdown compared with the period between January and June. 
 These results reflect international tourist arrivals only, for which 
comprehensive data is currently available. For domestic tourism, is expects 
that it will show a more or less similar slowing trend. However, the 
experience of past years suggests that the growth of receipts tends to follow 
fairly closely that of arrivals. Notwithstanding this assessment, UNWTO 
highlights the fact that the softening of international tourism growth follows 
four historically strong years: +7% a year on average between 2004 and 
2007, or well above the 4% long-term trend; 2008, with an increase of 2% 
based on a strong first half performance. 
 Although the evolution of tourism in the last few years has been 
irregular, UNWTO maintains its long-term forecast for the moment. The 
underlying structural trends of the forecast are believed not to have 
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significantly changed. Experience shows that in the short term, periods of 
faster growth (1995, 1996, 2000) alternate with periods of slow growth 
(2001 to 2003). While the pace of growth till 2000 actually exceeded the 
forecast, it is generally expected that the current slowdown will be 
compensated in the medium to long term.  
 UNWTO forecasts that international arrivals are expected to reach 
nearly 1.6 billion by the year 2020. Of these worldwide arrivals in 2020, 1.2 
billion will be intraregional and 378 million will be long-haul travelers.  
 The total tourist arrivals by region shows that by 2020 the top three 
receiving regions will be Europe (717 million tourists), East Asia and the 
Pacific (397 million) and the Americas (282 million), followed by Africa, 
the Middle East and South Asia.  
 East Asia and the Pacific, Asia, the Middle East and Africa are 
forecasted to record growth at rates of over 5% year, compared to the world 
average of 4.1%. The more mature regions Europe and Americas are 
anticipated to show lower than average growth rates. Europe will maintain 
the highest share of world arrivals, although there will be a decline from 60 
per cent in 1995 to 46 per cent in 2020.  
 Tourism demand depends above all strongly on the economic 
conditions in major generating markets. When economies grow, levels of 
disposable income will usually also rise. 
 

 
Fig. 1 – International Tourism: back to growth in 2010 

Source: World Tourism Organization 
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 A relatively large part of discretionary income will typically be spent 
on tourism, in particular in the case of emerging economies. A tightening of 
the economic situation on the other hand, will often result in a decrease or 
trading down of tourism spending. Though certainly not immune to the 
economic woes, tourism has initially resisted the economic downturn better 
than other economic sectors, such as construction, real estate or car 
manufacturing. 

The decline that have begun at the middle of 2008, has slowed down 
in 2009, according to Eurostat dates, forecasting a comeback of this such 
important sector for global economy in 2010. 

 
Table 2 

International Tourism 2009 – full year forecast 
 2009 Forecast 2010 

World -4% 3% to 4% 
Europe -6% 1% to 3% 

Asia and The Pacific -2% 5% to 7% 
Americas -5% 2% to 4% 

Africa +5% 4% to 7% 
Middle East -6% 5% to 9% 

Source: World Tourism Organization 

 
 Firstly this is explained by the desire of people to relax, to visit other 
countries, to know other civilizations, customs etc. The need to travel in 
modern era has been created by the society and configured by everyday life. 
Even companies have understood the benefit of holidays their employees, 
offering them various facilities for spending their spare time, therefore 
implementing the know-how for self protecting.  
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