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Abstract 
Public Matting Stations are state’s units which are breeding stallions produced by the National Stud Farms. They are 
raised there in principal for one reason: to be used for reproduction and improvement of the local horse populations. 
Each Stallion Station has its own territory on a geographical determined area, and the breeds were present in the 
Station are in a direct according to the needs of the population. In the matting season, almost of the stallions are 
allocated (by breeds and demands) for a group of communes where mare owners asked for them. 
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1. Introduction 
 
The present paper analyzed the activity of the 
Public mating stallions, belongs to the Arad 
Station, over a period of six years. In the same 
time, we looked for the necessity of the entire 
stallions’ services and for the demands of the mare 
owners for a breed or for another [1, 2]. All of 
these were stocked and studied having in view the 
possibility to make radiography of the breeding 
horses’ status in a section of the west part of the 
country. 
 
 
 
2. Materials and methods 
 
Researches were carried out in a period of six 
years, between 2005 and 2010, monitoring the 
activity of a 110, respectively 118 numbers of 
Public Mating Stallions, existing in the mentioned 
Station from 2005 to 2010 years [3]. 
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3. Results and discussion 
 
Table 1 shows the dynamic by breed of the 
matting stallions in 2005 and 2010 years 
comparing with the greatest number of existing 
stallions, in 1989. As we can observe there had 
been in 1989 a number of 248 matting stallions, in 
majority Ardennes breed and Nonius variety, the 
effective decrease more than a half, to 110 in 2005 
and was a little bit higher in 2010 with 118. In 
almost of the breeds and varieties the stallions 
number decrease after 1990 year’s. There were 
only two exceptions in 2005, for the Hutzul horse 
and the Arabian, in which we found a high 
increase with 600%, respectively 900%; in 2009. 
Furioso North Star and Gidran varieties remain 
constantly in report to 1989, the Hutzul horse 
number increase with 400%, and spectacularly the 
Arabian with 1800%. 
Here is obviously necessary to make a mention, 
that the horse owners belongs to this geographical 
area, are interested in working horses. Thus, they 
want to improve the local horse working capacity, 
with each newborn generation. That’s the reason, 
for this Mating Station to have a great number of 
stallions [4] that’s corresponds to make half-breed 
workers. As a results they were had the highest 
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numbers from breeds Ardennes and Romanian 
Half Draft Horses. 
Table 2 shows the reproductive activity for a 
period of six years. Even there were more than a 
great number (114 in average) and breeds (10), the 
horse owners solicited them very often. It is an 

alarm signal situation, but sadly the reality sad 
there were only 11 stallions (in average for the 
first 3 years) with reproductive activity from 2005 
to 2007, and 6,33 stallions (in average for the last 
3 years) for 2009 to 2010.  
 

 
Table 1. Stallion dynamics number by breeds, reared in Arad Mating Station, 2005 2010 years, versus 1989 

No Breed/ Variety 
Heads 

in 
1989 

In % 
2005 2010 

Heads % vs.
total

% vs.
1989 Heads % vs. 

total 
% vs.
1989

1 Ardennes 57 100 18 16.36 31.57 11 9.32 19.29
2 Ro Half Draft 24 100 15 13.63 62.50 7 5.93 29.16
3 Nonius 64 100 9 8.18 14.06 16 13.56 25.00
4 Furioso N Star 19 100 11 10.00 57.89 19 16.10 100
5 Lipizzaner 41 100 15 13.60 37.50 16 13.56 39.02
6 Hutzul 3 100 18 16.36 600 12 10.16 400
7 Gidran 5 100 4 3.63 80.00 5 4.23 100
8 Ro SportHorse 18 100 8 7.27 44.44 12 10.16 66.66
9 Thoroughbred 5 100 2 1.18 40.00 2 1.69 40.00

10 Arabian 1 100 10 9.09 900 18 15.25 1800
Total 248 - 110 - 44.35 118 - 47.50

 
Table 2. Reproductive activity in Public Mating Stallions, from Arad Station 

Year Active stallion’s Matted mares Mares/ Stallion Pregnant mares Fecundity
%

2005 12 158 13.16 124 78.48
2006 11 117 10.63 95 81.19
2007 10 160 16.00 125 78.13
2008 6 76 12.66 58 76.31
2009 4 34 8.50 23 67.67
2010 9 88 9.77 63 71.59

 

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Figure 1. Dynamic of stallions’ number utilization in mating 
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Figure 2. Dynamic of the mated mares’ number and the resulted pregnancy 

 
Analyzing the given situation (Figure 1), we can 
explain it with two possibilities. The first 
hypothesis is, even at the Mating Station the 
registrations are made properly there is a problem 

in this sense in the territory, where the stallions 
had reproductive activity. The custodian of the 
horse doesn’t register all the matting activity, 
almost of this it’s possible to be made in 
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clandestine mode (more and prohibited, they 
asked for money sometimes). On the other hand, 
the rate of using these horses is very low, 
respectively 10 % reported to the entire stock. 
Despite this, there are a lot of registered foals in 
the neighborhood communes in all the three 
counties. The explication is simple but with 
dangerous implications: mare owners mated with 
un-approved stallions. Why? It is simple, the cost 
of the traveling or maybe of the mate is cheaper. 
In table number 3 we presented the reproductive 
activity for these stallions, by breeds, for the same 
period of time, respectively 2005 to 2010 years.  
The most used breed was the Ardennes what’s 
corresponds for the mare owners wishes and 
working horses owners agricultural needs. Out of 
a total 633 matings in this interval, 297 were given 

to Ardennes, resulting a 46.91 % of entire activity. 
On the second place was the Romanian Half Draft 
Horse, with a participating rate of 19.43%.  
The other stallions had a low rate of mating 
activity, as follows: Nonius 11.69%, Gidran 
8.85%, Lipizzaner 7.11% and Romanian Sport 
Horse 6.00%. There were no demands over 6 
years for Furioso North Star variety, 
Thoroughbred, Arabian and Hutzul horses. 
Based on the pregnant mares’ number (Figure 2), 
the fecundity index for the analyzed period was 
77.09% in average, but in the case of the natality 
index there is no possibility for calculating. The 
reason is that the total mare’s number is changing 
permanently, so is unknown; most of mare owners 
do not confirm the foaling and asked for the foal’s 
birth documents. 

Table 3. Reproductive activity by breeds in Public Mating Stallions  
from Arad Station, between 2005 to 2009 years 

No Breed/ Variety 

Active mating stallions Mated mares 
2005  

to 
2009 

In 
average/year 

Mating
2005 
2010

In  
average/stallion 

Pregnant 
mares 

Fecundity 
% 

1 Ardennes 3 3 297 13.61 245 82.49
2 Ro Half Draft 3 2 123 5.38 97 78.86
3 Nonius 3 2 74 3.11 56 75.67
4 Furioso N Star - - - - - -
5 Lipizzaner 2 1 45 2.75 33 73.33
6 Hutzul - - - - - -
7 Gidran 1 1 56 5.33 32 57.14
8 Ro SportHorse 2 1 38 2.08 25 65.78
9 Thoroughbred - - - - - -

10 Arabian - - - - - -
Total 14 - 633 - 488 77.09
 
 
4. Conclusions 
 
In the Public Mating Station Arad which deserved 
three counties, had been registered in the six years 
analyzed period a number of 633 matting, out of 
which 488 pregnant mares. 
Despite the high quality and number of the Public 
Mating Stallions, mare owners are not interested  
in use all those possibilities. They are made 
clandestine mating with un-approved stallions or 
not confirm the foaling status to get the birth and 
origin documents for the descendens. 
There were no demands for the pack horse 
(Hutzul) and warmblood horses, Thoroughbred, 
Furioso North Star and Arab.  
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