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Abstract 
The sustainable development is a process taking place at the same time with the complex and sustainable agricultural 
development; agriculture and the rural area being interdependent sides specific to rural communities. When 
analysing economic activity in the rural area we should pay a particular attention to the identification of such 
alternative activities that have a real chance for development and create new jobs that compensate the diminution of 
labour occupancy degree in agriculture. Opportunities of rural economy represent a source of having alternative 
income for the population from rural communities in order to escape from poverty and in order to accelerate the 
social progress in the rural area. Alternative activities with economic, social and cultural impact, providers of jobs 
and incomes are: the development of agro tourism and rural tourism, processing and promoting foodstuff, local 
traditional drinks, ecological foodstuff, handicraft and silviculture. Improving the conditions for business in the rural 
area is a main condition for the generation of economic activities generating jobs in the rural area. 
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1. Introduction 
 
The sustainable development is a process taking 
place at the same time with the complex and 
sustainable agricultural development; agriculture 
and the rural area being interdependent sides 
specific to rural communities. The sustainable 
rural development policy is specific to each 
country separately through its objectives, 
reflecting its existing economic and social 
realities. The rural regions are characterised by 
great natural, cultural and spiritual diversity, and 
the rural communities have different territorial 
dimensions and complex economic and social 
activities. 
A topical and very complex issue is the balance 
between the tendency towards modernisation and 
the preservation of typical rural values. 
Sustainable rural development is based on 
objectives and strategies that differ in terms of 
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time, region and available resources. Establishing 
a sustainable rural development policy that should 
integrate the specific rural activities and the 
diverse non-agricultural ones is in the interest of 
both the rural and urban communities. 
Any strategy developed shall rely on the 
development of a healthy agricultural sector, on 
the consolidation of agricultural exploitations that 
shall become profitable if the business 
environment is permissible, a profitability that 
shall generate new economic activities related to 
agriculture. The analysis of the current situation in 
the Romanian agricultural sector reveals the 
necessity to accelerate the reorganisation and 
modernisation processes, given the economic and 
social importance of agriculture within the rural 
economic development. The general image 
revealed by the analysis of the rural area shows 
that poverty is a major issue within the rural 
communities. The income of the farmers in rural 
households largely depends on the income from 
independent activities, which reaches 23.0% in 
rural areas (Table 1). 
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Table 1. Household income level and structure 
Specification Years Total number 

of 
households 

of which households of: 
employees farmers unemployed retired 

   - Monthly household income in lei - 
Total nominal income: 2005 1,212.18 1,681.81 1,010.71 828.00 921.81 
 2006 1,386.32 1,916.08 1,077.77 1,053.71 1,044.77
 2007 1,686.74 2,347.16 1,281.90 1,136.03 1,274.07
 2008 2,131.67 2,852.99 1,594.47 1,300.62 1,704.38
 2009 2,315.99 3,105.05 1,823.04 1,609.24 1,871.67
   - Percentage - 
Money income, of which: 2005 79.6 87.4 56.4 77.0 73.5 
 2006 80.7 88.0 56.0 79.3 74.5 
 2007 81.1 88.8 51.6 79.0 75.1 
 2008 83.1 89.6 54.0 80.1 78.8 
 2009 83.7 90.1 56.6 82.2 79.8 
- Gross salaries and other  2005 47.3 77.6 6.7 31.9 19.0 
salary rights 2006 49.3 78.4 7.2 28.8 20.6 
 2007 51.3 78.8 8.1 37.1 22.3 
 2008 52.1 81.3 8.6 31.1 22.2 
 2009 50.9 81.8 11.0 38.7 20.8 
-    Income from agriculture 2005 3.9 0.7 25.0 2.7 4.0 
 2006 3.6 0.6 27.3 2.6 3.4 
 2007 2.8 0.5 20.6 3.9 2.7 
 2008 2.5 0.4 22.1 2.8 2.1 
 2009 2.5 0.4 23.0 1.2 1.9 
-  Income from non-  2005 3.3 0.9 3.0 2.6 1.6 
agricultural 2006 3.1 0.7 2.9 2.5 1.5 
independent activities 2007 2.8 0.7 2.8 3.1 1.3 
 2008 2.9 0.8 3.1 3.7 1.4 
 2009 2.8 0.6 3.2 3.4 1.3 
- Income from social  2005 20.4 5.8 14.0 26.3 45.1 
provisions 2006 19.9 5.8 13.6 21.8 45.5 
 2007 19.8 5.5 13.9 22.1 46.0 
 2008 21.6 5.3 15.1 22.6 49.5 
 2009 24.2 5.6 13.7 25.9 53.6 
- Income from other sources 2005 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.3 
 2006 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 
 2007 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
 2008 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.9 0.1 
 2009 0.2 0.1 - 0.1 0.1 
Equivalent value of income  2005 3.1 3.7 1.2 3.2 2.9 
in kind obtained by  2006 3.3 3.7 1.2 3.3 3.6 
employees and receivers of  2007 3.1 3.3 1.5 3.6 3.1 
social provisions 2008 3.1 3.3 1.5 3.3 3.1 
 2009 2.6 2.7 1.2 3.1 2.8 
Equivalent value of  2005 17.3 8.9 42.4 19.8 23.6 
consumption of  2006 16.0 8.3 42.8 17.4 21.9 
agricultural 2007 15.8 7.9 46.9 17.4 21.8 
products from own 2008 13.8 7.1 44.5 16.6 18.1 
resources 2009 13.7 7.2 42.2 14.7 17.4 

      Source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook, 2010 
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One of the major constraints of the national 
economy development process is the fact that the 
labour force in the rural area is employed mainly 
in the agricultural sector. In 2005-2009, the 
agricultural, hunting and silviculture employees 
hold the largest share within the total employed 
population (32.1% in 2005 and 29.1% in 2009). 
[3,4] 
The concept of sustainable rural development is 
based on creating the proper conditions for the 
progress of various sectors and business 
environment and respecting the cultural and 
environmental values. The sustainable rural 
development is based on the implementation of 
integrated economic systems in the rural regions; 
the non-agricultural activities should attract labour 
force surplus and involve the youth in services, 
agrotourism, wild berry gathering, bee keeping 
and silk worm growing. Romanian rural area 
keeps producing mainly agricultural products, and 
no sector can offer solutions for the economic 
problems of the rural area, up-stream and down-
stream activities being mainly located in the urban 
area. 
 
 
2. Materials and methods 
 
Given the situation presented above, rural 
economy development is the key to create 
alternative incomes, to eliminate poverty and 
accelerate social progress in the rural regions. 
Rural economic development largely depends on 
the same factors as the urban development: well-
paid jobs, access to major services such as 
education, health care, technology, transport and 
telecommunications and a durable environment. 
Furthermore, the rural area provides several 
advantages like cheap labour force and building 
areas, fewer inhabitants and a quieter lifestyle. 
 
 
3. Results and discussion 
 
Alternative activities with economic, social and 
cultural impact that provide jobs and incomes for 
the rural communities are developing the 
agrotourism and rural tourism, processing and 
promoting traditional foodstuffs and drinks and 
ecological products, domestic industry and 
silviculture. Agrotoursim and rural tourism have a 
strong impact and will certainly develop in the 

future within the Romanian rural area thanks to its 
beautiful landscapes, hospitable people unaltered 
tradition and customs and cultural wealth. An 
important role in this kind of activity is played by 
the information centres, the recreational 
infrastructure that provides access to nature and 
the promotion of tourist products. Romanian rural 
area is rich in wild landscapes, natural 
monuments, and historic sites located in the plain, 
hill, mountain, or Danube Delta areas, sites that 
have become tourism destinations through the 
development of new jobs in the rural area. In order 
to expand this activity generating new jobs we 
need to develop infrastructure, accommodation 
opportunities, and institutions that support this 
form of tourism or other forms such as the green 
tourism or eco-tourism in protected areas, in 
national parks, in reserves of the bio-sphere, and 
in moist areas, thus contributing to the 
diversification of rural economy. 
Another activity that creates job and income 
opportunities for the rural communities in the 
processing and promoting of traditional food and 
drinks and ecological products. In these 
processing units the agricultural raw materials are 
processed better and automatically the product 
quality is improved, mainly in the milk, meat, 
vegetable and fruit sectors. The rural regions 
provide excellent facilities for the food and drink 
processing industry, such as less expensive 
transport, land for construction and labour force. 
Unfortunately, capitalising these facilities is 
hindered by the underdeveloped infrastructure and 
deficient labour force training. As a result, 
material and educational investments are needed. 
A very old rural activity is based on local 
resources (hemp, flax, osier, clay, wool, wood). In 
order to encourage non-agricultural activities, 
measures should be taken to support the domestic 
industry (wood processing, ceramics, embroidery, 
knitwear, hide, reed and osier processing, 
traditional musical instruments) and attract labour 
force surplus and especially young people. The 
problem is to train new artisans who will replace 
the old ones. Handicraft has been for a long time 
in the Romanian rural area and it has relied upon 
valorising of local resources such as hemp, osier, 
wool, wood, and clay. It is necessary to train 
young people in the rural area in this kind of 
activities as old handicraftsmen have become too 
old. 
Silviculture is another field that diversifies rural 
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activities. It supports plantations, processing 
industries, hunting tourism an environment 
protection. Silviculture means more than simply 
planting trees. It also means developed 
infrastructure, wood transport and processing, 
nurseries, wild berry and mushroom crops. In the 
past years, the role of silviculture within the 
economic and social progress of the country has 
been reconsidered and the protected forest areas 
with biological, genetic, habitat are to be enlarged 
according to the institutional and legislative 
framework.  
Forestation process can be of equal benefit for 
environment and national economy, but it can also 
create jobs in the rural area, the forestry sector 
being an alternative for new sources of income. 
Silviculture development turns it into a major 
contributor to increasing life quality. Financial 
support is needed for forest preservation and 
maintenance, healthy forest ecosystems, increased 
productive forest potential, forest biological 
diversity, protective functions and the proper 
management of hunting and fishing resources. 
Consequently, silviculture is an alternative source 
of jobs and income. 
Though the appearance of new activities in the 
rural area has expanded, it is still unlikely to 
create enough jobs in the rural areas that absorb 
the whole exceeding active population and 
diminish the number of active population still 
occupied in agriculture. 
 
4. Conclusions 
 
The Romanian village must develop and 
modernise through the diversification of the 
economic and social life. It must be saved from 
the isolation imposed by poverty. The Romanian 
village has not been able to make the most of its 
historical and cultural potential. It has to be 
renewed and invigorated, and the perspective of 
being part of the EU is its greatest opportunity. 
When talking about tourism activities generating 
new jobs in the rural area, it is imperious to 
identify those activities that have a real chance of 
development and of creating jobs to compensate 
the diminution of the number of people occupied 
in agriculture. Agriculture has been a critical 
element for the health of economy in the rural 
area, in many plain, hill, mountain, and Danube 
Delta areas, representing the main economic 
activity. Rural development strategies shall have 

to rely on the existence and development of a 
healthy agricultural sector, on the consolidation of 
agricultural exploitations, its profitability being 
able to create activities related to agricultural 
production. 
Romania’s integration to the economic and social 
structures of the European Union requires the total 
economic reform — quite frequently a difficult, 
slow and contradictory process — long-term 
economic and social stability and constant 
improvement of the economic competition 
environment. Therefore after accession it 
considerable improvement measures must be 
taken regarding the economic potential, the 
economic agents’ behaviour and the farmers’ 
competitive force. Otherwise Romania assumes 
the risk of becoming merely a market for the EU 
farmers, while the Romanian farmers will stagnate 
and even regress. 
The most important contributor to economic 
activity and to social viability of the rural area for 
another considerable period of time is bio-
ecologic agriculture on agro-tourism farms; it will 
employ a significant share of the population in the 
rural area even if the number of workers involved 
in the agricultural sector diminishes. Rural 
tourism, agro-tourism will continue to develop in 
the Romanian rural area together with agricultural 
raw material processing and the development of 
handicraft activities. Forestry, due to its nature, is 
a rural activity that can also be an important 
alternative as an income source from the bonuses 
paid by the EU from the selling of timber and 
from developing sylvo-tourism. It is however 
unlikely that the appearance of new economic 
activities in the rural area create jobs in the rural 
areas enough to absorb the whole exceeding active 
population, shuttling servicing being still an 
alternative particularly in rural areas around large 
cities with developing economy. 
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