
LUCRĂRI ŞTIINłIFICE MEDICINĂ VETERINARĂ VOL. XLII (1), 2009, TIMIŞOARA 
 

 207  

EVOLUTION OF CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER IN ROMANIA 
BETWEEN 2001 AND 2007 

 
V. HERMAN, CORINA PASCU, N. CĂTANĂ, B. FAUR, IOANA VĂDUVA 

 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine Timisoara 

Calea Aradului No. 119, 300645, Timisoara, Romania 
E-mail: viorel.herman@fmvt.ro 

 
Summary 

 
In the paper is presented the evolution of classical swine fever (CSF) in Romania 

between 2001 and 2007.  
Comparing the evolution of the disease between 2001 and 2007, it results that in 

the interval 2001 and 2006 a level of maintaining and proliferation was kept as a result of 
stopping the vaccination. In 2007 a significant decrease of outbreaks was registered, due to 
the application of more severe methods of prophylaxis starting with December 2006. 
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Classical swine fever is an infecto-contagious viral disease in pigs and wild 

boars. The disease is expressed clinically with general signs, with circulatory, 
respiratory, digestive, nervous disorders and morphopathologically it’s manifested 
with hemoragicall lesions in the internal organs (4, 6, 7, 8). 

The immunoprophylaxis of the CSF until December 31st 2001 was 
compulsory on the entire effective of porcine and was realized with live attenuated 
vaccines. Even though the vaccination was compulsory, in 2001 in Harghita County 
an outbreak appeared and was declared. 

Under these conditions, the Ministry of Agriculture, Alimentation and 
Forests releases the nr. 144/27 decree in April 2001, published in the Official 
Monitor, Part I nr. 459/13.08.2001 and it comes with new approach of the 
prophylaxis of the classical swine fever starting with January 1st 2002 (9). 

In the first chapter, article 2 from the Annex of this decree it is said that “the 
sanitary strategy of the veterinary services in Romania consists in stopping the 
vaccination against classical swine fever in the entire country” (9, 11). Afterwards in 
December 2001, right before they would take effect, decree suffers modifications, 
so starting with 1st of January 2002, following the directions set out by the National 
Sanitation and Veterinary Agency, the vaccination against classical swine fever 
was forbidden, only in 12 counties from western part of Romania. Afterwards two 
new instructions and decrees have generalized the interdiction in all Romania from 
July 31st 2003 (10). 

What happened after these measures were put in action? Starting with 
March 2002 the first outbreak appeared, in a farm in Arad County with 282 pigs.   
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After that, another series of outbreaks were discovered in many locations 
in the area where the vaccination was forbidden, but also in the area where the 
vaccination wasn’t initially forbidden. 

The purpose of this paper is to present the consequences of the 
implementation of the decision to stop vaccination against the CSF in Romania 
between 2001 and 2007. 

 
Materials and methods 

 
In order to achieve the suggested purpose, the statistics, official data have 

been collected and sent to the National Epizootic Office, some of them being 
available on the OIE website (12, 13). According to this information transmitted by 
the Romanian veterinarian authorities, our country has been free of classical swine 
fever between 1974 and 2001. This status was lost when the mandatory 
vaccination was made. 

 
Results and discussions 

 
In table 1 it is presented a synthesis of the statistic data regarding the 

classical swine fever in Romania between 2001 and 2007. 
Table 1 

The evolution of classical swine fever in Romania between 2001 and 2007 
Animals no. 

Year Outbreaks 
no. Susceptible Sick Dead Destroyed Processed 

Counties 
afected 

no.  

2001 1 552 14 7 7 0 1 

2002 38 1328 982 324 820 181 9 

2003 155 4611 4611 1020 3586 0 16 

2004 182 2364 2364 692 1586 0 16 

2005 1072 9864 9864 2632 7212 9 * 

2006 1393 12425 12425 2898 9486 30 * 

2007 4 54730 52964 7150 47580 0 2 
Legend: * no information 

 
In Romania for a long period of time the vaccination against classical swine 

fever was compulsory, which made Romania free of this disease between 1974 
and 2001. The only outbreak in the 2001 was declared in Harghita County. 

Starting with January 1st of 2002 the vaccination against CSF was 
forbidden in 12 counties in western Romania (AB, AR, BH, CS, CJ, GJ, HD, MM, 
MH, SM, SJ, and TM). Then many other classical swine fever outbreaks appeared, 
so that in 2002, 38 cases were discovered between August and December (2, 3). 
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There have been registered 155 outbreaks during 2003 (table 1). Out of 
these 155 outbreaks, 2 have been reported in wild boars, with 4 dead animals. In 
the first seven months of 2003 when the vaccination was stopped, there were 127 
cases discovered (1, 5).   

In 2004, 182 outbreaks were registered, in 16 counties and in 2005, 1072 
outbreaks appeared. In the same year 43 cases in wild boars were also registered. 

The number of outbreaks increased in next year at 1393 and in 2007 only 4 
outbreaks appeared in 2 counties. 

Comparing the evolution of the disease between 2001 and 2007, it results 
that in the interval 2001 and 2006 (fig. 1) a level of maintaining and proliferation 
was kept as a result of stopping the vaccination. In 2007 a significant decrease of 
outbreaks was registered, due to the implementation of more severe methods of 
prophylaxis starting with December 2006. 
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Fig.1. Dynamic of classical swine fever in Romania between 2001 and 2007  
 

We must point out that the data presented officially by veterinarian 
authorities are only the tip of the iceberg, knowing the fact that in numerous 
situations (rural small family farms) the owners didn’t ask for professional help from 
the veterinarians or it was too late to save something and the cases remained 
undiagnosticated and unregistered. 

Concerning the distribution of the classical swine fever cases, we should 
mention that in 2002, 38 outbreaks appeared in 9 counties. In 5 of these 9 counties 
the animals had not been vaccinated, and in 4 of them, the vaccination had been 
compulsory (1). 

The distribution of the cases shows a growth of the number of counties (fig. 
2) affected by the CSF between 2001 and 2004. Between 2005 and 2006 we have 
no information concerning this matter.  
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In 2007 although only 4 outbreaks were declared, the losses were 
significant. The disease affected 3 farms, in which due to the application of 
stamping-out measures, the costs were up to 10 million euro. 
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Fig. 2. Distribution of classical swine fever in Romania between 2001 and 2007 
 

The high number of CSF cases declared and the fact that they don’t tend 
to go away themselves, make us propose to return to the general 
immunoprophylaxis of the classical swine fever, this being put into practice in 2006.  
We think that the immunoprophylaxis of the CSF is the rational solution in the 
actual condition of the pig exploatation realities, where there is a great number of 
pig farmers but with few pigs each. That is why the general measures are 
ineffective for this species and the eradication is practically impossible.      

Until December 2006 the accent was put on the nonspecific prophylaxis, 
more exactly on the biosecurity measures. In this case only the large producers 
were advantaged, while the small farmers in household farms were disadvantaged. 

That is why we subscribe to the reinstallation of the strategy that insures 
biosecurity for big farmers and for household farms too. 

 
Conclusions 

 
As it results from the data given to the National Epizootic Office, due to the 

forbiddance of vaccination starting with 1st of January 2002 in 12 counties from 
western part of Romania, in 2002, 38 outbreaks appeared in 9 counties. In 4 of 
these counties the vaccination has been compulsory.  

During 2003, 155 cases have appeared in 16 counties. In 7 of them the 
vaccination was compulsory until 31st of July 2003. 

In 2004, 182 outbreaks were registered in 16 counties and in 2005, 1072 
outbreaks appeared. In the same year 43 cases of disease appeared in wild boars. 
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Next year the number of outbreaks increased at 1393 and in 2007 only 4 
outbreaks in 2 counties were registered. 

During the entire studied period the number of outbreaks has risen in more 
counties. The number of wild boars affected has also risen. 

In 2007 only 4 outbreaks were registered, due to the reintroduction of 
vaccination. 

Due to the epidemiological situation between 2001 and 2007 and to the 
fact that the classical swine fever is a disease with natural focalization, which 
doesn’t have the tendency to go out itself, we consider the review of the 
prophylaxis strategy so necessary. 
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